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"PREFACE.

In offering this small manual to the Masonic
world, the Author is actuated by no other motive
than to afford the noble Institution of Freemasonry
the same advantages which are enjoyed by other
sciences in an age of intellectual improvement
and superior civilization. It has always been a
popular argument against Freemasonry, that the
proceedings of the Order have partaken of the
mystery which, how excusable soever in its peculiar
observances, is not to be tolerated when applied to
its general transactions. This argument it has
been the wish of all thinking Masons of the present
day to neutralize. The intelligence of the age
demands a liberal policy, which may encourage a
spirit of free enquiry amongst those who are dis-
posed to question the claims of our science to
respect ; at the same time that it may augment
the resources of the Brethren, and enable them to
render a satisfactory answer to those who may
demand an account of the benefits which they
derive from the practice of Freemasonry.
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THE HISTORY

OF

FREEMASONRY.

CHAP. I

History of Masonry from the Year 1829 to 1834.

Ir we revert to the times when Freemasonry
took a decided position amongst the Institutions of
this country by the revival of the Grand Lodge in
London, about the commencement of the eighteenth
century, after the Ancient Grand Lodge at York
had discontinued its meetings; and only four
Lodges were to be found within the bills of mor-
tality, we shall contemplate a fraternity con-
structed on a model different from the Freemasonry
of our own times. The brethren of that day were
froud of their knowledge—jealous of their privi-
eges—and over sensitive lest the peculiar secrets of
the Order should be exposed to the profane gaze of
the vulgar. Hence in 1718, when the Grand Lodge
promulgated an edict for the production of masonic
papers and records, that the ancient usages and
charges of masonry might be ascertained and re-
stored ; a powerful party, headed by Brother
Nicholas Stone, one of the Grand Wardens under
Inigo Jones, was arrayed against the measure, It-

B
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waa considered, not merely an infringement ot fhe
privileges of the fraternity, but a dangerpus.expe-
1dient, affording a precedent for a multiplication, of
1papers on this forbidden subﬂect; and placingtihe
:customs and mysteries of the Institution a4 :ithe
amercy of those who opposed their principles; (and
turned their practice into ridicule. And whien
Dr. Anderson received instructions from the Grand
- Master to prepare a Book of Constitutions for the
press, the adverse party took the alarm : and wnder
& dread of public exposure, committed their manu-
scripts to the flames. Y
his occurred at a period when the people. of
England were unenlightened by education an
science. A great moral revolution has been effected
in our own times, by the spread of general know-
ledge; and the Institution of Freemasanry keeps
pace with the onward march of social imprgve-
ment. During the present century it has hecage
so universally prevalent as to spread over the fape
of the whole earth. It has its seat .amqn
Princes ; and is patronized by throned manarehs,
and th'eir' chief nobility in every region.unddv.the
canopy of heaven. In our own land, its. Grgnd
Master is also the patron of almost all the literary
and scientific societies which shed a lustre onjthe
resent, times. A century ago Freemaseonry;Was
but just emerging from the o%scuriby in whichthe
ages.of ignorance and bigotry had overwhelmed- it.
The veil had scarcely been removed in England ;
and in_other parts 6f the globe it was little knowm,
even by name; now it %ourishes abundantly::dn
every clime where there are men to practise it...{sA
century ago scrupulous brethren knew so little of
the true principles of the. craft, as to ‘destroy. their
manuscripts, lest, the world should become acquainted
with the nature and design of our association;; .now,
‘We are anxious to shew ’ﬁxe world the general prin-
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diples bfthe' Order; and for that purpdse we huve
-piimertus -publications oti Freetnadonry; witdte
iexiviénce (has effected ‘for it an - universdl: rénpsbt
“ginomgst those who have not had' the deanmgmf
{fiit}ation into our mysteries, and we possess'alwéll
lebhducted periodical to record our probeedingsty!#o
shew mankind the real tendeney of our' sécrets s sivd
Ity disseminate amongst the brethren w knokwledge
of the"philosophy and science which &re pres
‘1 thé institution. Cor
‘A century ago Freemasonry had no permakent
Charities, to lighten the sorrows of the destitute
‘orphan, or to make the widow’s heart sing fotjoy ;
now we have not only a fund of Benevolenoe’%r
the distressed Mason ‘or his widow; and Schools
‘Whore the male and female orphans of our dedeased
~Brethren are clothed, and l;Ped, and instructed-—
where, to the comforts of this world, is added a
‘knowledge of the preparation necessary to fit them
for another and a better; but we have also a pro-
" vidion for the permanent relief of distresses ocea-
-sioned by unmerited misfortune or old 'age ; and an
_Asylumis projected, which, like the Hospitals 'of
I @helsea’ and Greenwich, is intended to be 4 refuge
foomi‘the storms of life to the worthy and upright
"Mason, 'whom misfortune may have reduced, or
--pdvessity deprived of a home m the winter of his
Iife!" A century ago, the philesophy of ' masoiry
"whe very imperfectly understood ; now the Brethren
- lehilaté each other in literary purstits; and thus
"¢the Lodges are elevated into schools for morality
and 'ssience; where intelligent Masters dispense
£ theil instrietion with ability and zeal} where'the
' ndititics -of “mioral and sbcia{ improvement ‘tends to
1gtilighteén the mind and soften the manners; and
b itipart 1o 'the well-taught Mason a decided advan-
tage ‘in the diseharge of his ‘dutfes as a member of
civil gociety,

B2
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f Budhbping'the present: stape of fesbirg dm
largéad imfluential portion of:thie fraterhity, Hehis
oy assutres' a character of unusual interest. tisns
Ybnizor bonliried to the naked detaile rofiia fom imsd-
lagod fapts and ceremonies; unaceompanied by som
mMéntiry; and nnembellished by investigations which
widy 'determine their propriety or impolicy, bee:the
istrudtion of the fature; but the historiam,quay
yedture; in these times of liberality of senbinient
and free discussion, to speculate on the legiblath
bfthe: masomic authorities, without the yof
official censure on the one hand, or the privatesand
miove formidable reprehension of the fratermity om
mé ‘Oﬁlel‘. M1
‘s Kt the Quarterly Communication in March 1829,
His Royal  Highness Prince Augustus Frederick
Duke ‘of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Ark-
low, ‘K. G., &c. &c., was unanimously re-elected
Grand Master of Masons, and proclaimed: and
shluted atcording to ancient form. C1oudp
©Tu this year several important pointe of discipling
weré agitated aniongst the Brethren, which claimia
pldes in the History of the Oraft. Much argum
was sed in- the Provincial Lodges respectinig the
indiséritminate admisston of members:; and soumd
plac¢es unfortunately exhibited great latitude i ithis
putticilar, to:-the  essential injury of the-Oriden.
Pafjons wore-initidteil whd found a diffioulty eidn
#i:#4ising the accustomed fee, and theysoon begiimi
‘&!thaitlen on the Charities. .. One general. kule.dn
t/hiﬂ";mm ought to be’punctually observed) qe itsis
not tHe external but the interpal qualificationsiofi in
1tatt ‘'whith 'masoriry régards. - Nons- dught ptiidee
srmitsdd-ito tread the holy growmd oftal Maseads
Lodge bat! the: vittusus 1and the good ;, tang thiise
Brethren of &' Lodge ‘will' certainlyl betraysymogt
sticred: frust, 'iﬁmge rsbn'whe. is-dbfieiert igo g
disbhdrgd: of -those ' dutiel which ' the wcoqventicmial
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miages nof podiety’ reqmize, in 4he. character, ¢f a
piadontt mm opneighbour, magisiaate ot
anhjadt, beallowed to intrauds. into..theun socied

Pheipropositionof every candidate.epmes deliberately
fwomn sdnke subsoribing member, and it ds a-parsonsl
disgrace to himself, as well as.-an.injury toqthe
edmmanity, -if -he endeavours to intreduce an im-
‘propex:;person. The %tllestion is afterwands, gub-
mitted te the vote of all the Brethren, after they
daive. had: full opportunity of enquiry, and no -ane
iought-to give his consent to such admission ; for it
85120 ,act .of treachery and unfaithfulness to the
society. ‘at: large: and the comsequence would be
most calamitous, if such a practice were universally
adopted—and would stamp the Order with certain

tion in the estimation of mankind, . .-

-u (o promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and. to
barry. on: its operations with vigoup, it is ne¢essary
that the periodical Kayments be made with veglarity
and precision. This remark applies not only to
pritabe Lodges, but to the Grans Lodge.by, which
she: dignity of the Oraft is supported,- and.- its
benefits displayed to the world. Ita great: charities
ae phiefly maintained by contributions and fees of
dhonoury, and the Fund of Bsnevelenge, - which
aldrives -iés efficacy emtirely from. this sourge, thus
Tealizes an average incame amounting to mone;than
£1000.. o year. The Grand Lodge, therefers, is
fully justified.in the exercise of. severitytowards
dhose ‘which-negleot to make their.pgyments
gpramptly,: or contihue to: withhold the arresrs of
s - afber. rapeated . admonisions..., In the
apring ; of. 1889 the Board -of Hinsnce; having re-
Meifthat aevenal Lodges had neglected,; for a long
fasne |past, to.make their peturns and remittances,
jpursuant-to ithe, laws of ' the craft, notwithstanding
repeated applications had been made to them for
that purpose : It was ordered that the said Lodges



6 . /BIRDORY .

be written to, requiring that their neturns and pay-
ments-be made by the undermentioned "perieds-; ron
in default thereof, that the Masters and Wanderie
of those. Lodges neglecting, do shew cause,!atrthe
respective meetings, why their warrants should ndt
be declared forfeited, and their Lodges erased; vil-

Those Lodges in England or the Channel Islands—at 'éh'é
Gtand Lodge in June next—These in the West Indies—ut ‘the
@rand Lodge in September next—Thoge in the East Indies—iat
the Grand Lodge in September 1830. L

The {;ar 1829 was distinguished by the privilege
which His Royal Highness graciously conferred oh
Past Grand Stewards, of wearing an honorary
Jewel ; and an appropriate design was submitbed at
the Quarterly Communieation in September. Thé
Grand Master stated, that he approved the desipn
for a medal to be worn by Brethren who had servdd
the office of Steward to both the Charities; /viz.
The Royal Freemasons’ Female School, and'thée
Masonic Institution for Clothing and Educatink
the Sons of deceased and indigent Freemasoss,
and that those Brethren, who had so seérved bsth
stewardships, and are desirous of posséssing -the
medal, must communicate their wish to Hisv%d ]
Highness, through the Grand Secretary,:on'fer
before the 1st Fsebruary next, that the nunibels
wanted ‘may be ascertained, becamse the price:'to
be ‘charged for the medal must necessarily depedd
upon the numbers struck off; that is to: say; the
greater ‘the number, the smaller will be the cost -of
each medal. Coee
To render this honour the more conspictous,! the
Grand ‘- Master remarked, that he had obsetvdd
recently, some Brethren wearing jewels or meédhals
designating their particular Lodges, such jewels not
having been sanctioned by the Grand Lodge ; which
proceeding is contrary to the regulations of the
Craft. His Royal Highness, however; .refraired
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from namingthe individuals, in the hope that thie
notice would ‘be sufficient to cause a discontinuance
of: the:ittegularity. wo et
-sijn the year 18%0, our Royal Patron King Getrge
the Fourth died. Now according to the practice of
old - Masons, “Kings and other male sovereignsy
when made Masons, are Grand Masters, by prero-
gative, during life ; and appoint a deputy, or approve
of his election, to preside over the Fraternity with
the title and honours of Grand Master ; but if the
Sovereign is a female, or not a Brother, or a
Junior under a Regent, not a Brother; or if the
male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brotber,
is negligent of the Craft; then the old Grand
Officers may assemble the Grand Lodge in due
form, to elect a Grand Master, to be annmally rer
chosen while it is mutually agreeable.” :
.+ Accordingly at an especial Grand Lodge, holden
1'7th July 1830, the Grand Master addressed the
Brethren on the great loss which the Craft had
sustained by the decease of his late Majesty, King .
George the Fourth, who had so long and anxiously
afforded his support and protection to the Order,
first as Grand Master, and subsequently as Patron ;
and- stated that he had ordered this Special Grand
-Lodge to be convened, for the purpose of consider-
ing an Address to be presented to his present
Majesty, upon the melancholy event ; at the same
time to congratulate His Majesty upon his accession
'to the Throne, and to impilore His Majesty’s pro-
tection as Patron of the Craft. N
His Royal Highness then read the draft of an
: Addrass, which he submitted for the consideration
.of the Grand. Lodge, as follows :—

.4 To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.
iy L .
¢, +4Most Gracious Sovereign, ’
‘i ¢ We, ‘Jour Majesty's most dutiful and faithful subjects, the
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Brethren, of
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the United Grand Lodge' of' Pree and Acckpted "Misdds’ of
England, with all humility and respect approach your Hyjil
presence, L oro e

Wb have a two-fold duty to perform—as loy4l #¥ bb
subjects of your Majesty, we are bound to express-ouf:He
congratulations at the accession of your Majesty to the Throné' of
this United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; whilst;"88
Brethren of the Craft, we most humbly request your Majesty to
aceept. our sinoere condolence on the de;thr:}your Majesty’s ipus-
trious and immediate predecessor. .

4 By this afflicting event, your Majesty has been depriv off,d
beloved and affectionate Brother, and the members of our Fraters
nitg have to deplore the loss of the Grand Patron of their Order,
under whose auspices they had attained a height of prosperity
hitherto unexampled in our Masonic annals. -7

« Most Gracious Sire, e T ah

“These are not the words of unmeaning adalation, but'the
genuine tribute of a faithful Brotherhood, from whose hearty thé
recollection of past favours can never be effaced. ,

“ We are emboldened, perhaps, and encouraged in'the farther
delivery of our sentiments by the ifying consciousness that,
among the most illustrious members of our Order, tha natee of

our Majesty has, happily for us, long been enrolled ; nor has your
Xriajeaty Gisdained to take, at various times, an active part in the
more immediate concerns of the Fraternity. e

« May we, then, in all humility, presume to solicit.frasn hybasdf
Majeaty.that same patronsge of the Craft which our late, yeket§q
Monarch was graciously pleased to bestow upon us? .

“In the steadiness of our loyalty and affection tqwards‘ ﬂlﬁ‘
Majesty's person, we feel justly confident that we. yield to trotit'oB
yo:x‘rw]‘qe ”Q':p . ?‘?' this reapect, 4 Mai <, ..'!d[yl()

0 o your Majesty’s pti
knowledgcgi OIFI‘ Masonic pursaits. Wey feel assureti t m
culative enquiry idto- the customa of antiquity—inito ttie ﬁomq
and pragress of every liberal and usefal art, which constitutps;ther
very essence of Masonry—will never, in your Majesty’s
disqualify the true Mason from heing considered a gom'?n?
virtuous' member of society. © o bug

“In the publio deqlaration of your Majesty’s sentiments, we{
possess the gurest pledge.of that conduct which, under Pro é?nq
will continually lead to and effectually maintain the Péyce’™
consequent Happiness of the whole commmity. - Your M#&
has therein gruviounly referred to the circumstance:of 3 lifg passefly
in the serviaq of your con.,n.u;g, in fiithful ohedienqe gnd.
subjection to your Sovereign. But, ifa dye sul i&tibn’xs’ od
rity is the wisest preparation for the eéxercike of awithidtity buét:
others, then indeed wn may laokwith ennfidence to the excelfehice
of your Majesty’s Rule, since, in the person ‘of your Majesty,
wﬂ{ be realized the saying of antiquity—*that he is best qualified
to govern who has best known how to obey.’ :
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1o ?W then, we ventwre onge y

? 's.gracious assent to t]
nothing now remains T
@ mﬂutgct of the Universe, the. Ay
‘he may.be pleased ta bestow H
m@k&“ y’'s head, and to establish, in i
Throne of your Kingdom.” | . TR A
o gl ’ i 18

o4 this address the following answer was returnyd
by:- HuMagestys Secretary for the Home Depart
ment

“ Whitehall, July 28, 1330

K er,—I have the honour to inform your Royal Highness that
His Majesty has been graciously pleased to signify his consent to
be Patron of the United Grand Ledge of Ancient Free .and
Ageeptad

Masans of England. Cy -
¢“I am, Sir, o
- % Your Royal Highness’s dutiful and obedient Servant, °
. . (Signed) “ROBERT PEEL.”

m“l‘lblqullhglmentheDukeofSnuu.” oo

“Sdme confusion ocourred at the Grand- FedtiVal
heldan-in Mareh 1831, which induced His Royal
Highf::ss the Grand fMaoster to en{m&hm amho;
ity for the purpose of preventing the recarrenty o
seanos ,whwﬂ al;opeared to teﬂec% dlﬂcredl, on, the
Order. A song was sun by one of fonak
Glee Singers in the Ladies’ Room, vhwh was sup-
pnsed 40 have a political bias, in. ponsequenm of
whiieh- an interruption enswed, which diseompoged.
the proceedmﬁs, and put a period td the harmony’
and good feelng which hx£ always . fqrmed the
leading sharacters of these meetings. - No .imme-
diate notice was taken of the matter; but'it formed-
the.awbject: of future proceedings, which proclaimed
thestrict ‘sense of justice and decernm - which.
actugted His Royal Hnghness in distharging the:
dnties satbached to his high. situation,, ... o

1 Fyeernasonry in the Provinces was progressing ab
ﬁiis ‘time wlfh gradual bt sare éfféct,. The mogt
gratifying intelligence was. communicated periodi-,

B3
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"callly amotigst the Brethren of Provincial Meetitis,
and important transactions of private Lodges; whiph,
“though not of sufficient weight to introduce into‘a
‘general History of Masonry, yet shew thespirit'by
‘whichi the Brethren were actuated at this sfirrin
'geriod. Many Provincial Grand Masters, Wit
‘their Deputies and Officers, evinced a zeal whieh
did them honour; and eminent Masons in' may lof
the Provinces exerted themselves to carry into éffect
-thie true principles of the Order, by inspiring their
Lodges” with a taste for the philosophy of the
science, and a substitution of extended labour for
extended refreshment. -

At the quarterly communication of March. 1831,
the Grand Master stated to the Brethren that
having learned it was the wish of the Masters of
Lodges, that he should record his opinion on ¢he

roper Rule to be observed in the election :and
" mstallation of the Master of a Lodge; His'Royal
Highness was pleased to declare that it wasmebes-
sary, previous to such installation, that the minutes
of the preceding Lodge should be read and eon-
firmed ; after which the usual ceremonies of swear-
ing in and placing the W. Master in the chaip-weére
to be performed. Should the minutes not be con-
firmed, then the summons issued for the following
" regular meeting of the Lodge must set forth: that
“the Brethren would proceed to elect a new:Master,
and on the confirmation of those minutes at the next
ordinary Lodge-night, as provided in the Beok: of
Oonstitutions, p. 57, sec. 2, the installation of--the
new Master might be legally performed.

The Board of Genera%aPurposes reported, wt ¢he
Grand Lodge in June 1831, that a czr'nthint
having been preferred by the Lodge of Benevdlence,
against the Lodge No. 385, for having attachied to
the Petition of the: Widow of a late Brother, a
certificate that the deceased Brother had been twelve
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Yours. o Aubgeribing) mamben ta:that Lodga, whik it
sbjipears o the Grand Lodge Books, that he,
heen only. three years & membar, the Master and
+Wpadens -of that Lodge were summened; itg, attend
s #he Board with their books, which they aecordimgly
ddid. Upon an inspection of the books, /it aigmgd
[¢hat the deceased Brother was ipitiated in, the ygir
- 1800, that he paid two quarters from,that. date;
- and at subsequent periods, but very irregularly, ,Tw
1paid three years and three quarters more ;, makin
together four years and a quarter, the last of suc
payments being in 1812. The W. Master stated, in
explanation, that upon referrinito the baoks, when
the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found
- that the Brother had been initiated in 1800 and made
* his last payment in 1812, it was therpfore concluded
that he had been twelve years a member, and the
. certificate was signed accordingly. The Board,
- feaking that this proceeding manifested a great want
-of attention on the part of the Officers of the
Lodge, calculated to mislead the Lodge of Benevo-
wlenge ; it was resolved, that the Master be severely
.reprimanded for this irregularity, and cautioned
-that his Lodge be more circumspect in future.
- Jm September, His Royal Highness was requested
. 4o..superintend the deposition of .the. foundation
:atone of a new building to be erected in Agar-street,
- Strand, and to be called the Charing Cross Hospital.
. This part of the metropolis is thickly peopled, and
ageidents on the River Thames are of frequent
oceurrence, with mo similar institution within a
convenient distamce. The utility of such & charity
‘being thus obvious, His Royal Highness graciously
.comsented ; and for this purpose opened a Grand
Teodgein:theV estry Room, near the parish Church of
- Saint Martin’s, Westminster; whare he was at-
tended by His Grace the Duke of Leinster, Grand
Master of Ireland ; Lord Dundas, D.G.M.; James
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.G M.; ‘Lord- Gleo Lsnlloﬂ, W.;

m" "John Churchill, J.G.W.; Bdrt!
G M. 'for Staffordshire; as well a8 all thd Gran
Oﬁicers'Presont and Past ; several Provineisl Grand

mnd the Masters and Wardens og lﬂw

pnvate
eauon was then formed, s!ld”mowinh’
the- foll ing order, viz. § mew
Polive Officers. oo
Military Band of Music.
0 Tylers.
Grand $ Grand

Stomued, §  The Banner of the Grand Lodge. § gurwary
The Wardens, Past Masters,and Masters of the several Lodges ;
{ according to Rank, Juniors walking first.
Officers of Grand Stewards’ Lodge.
The Architect with the Plans.

. A Cornucopia, with Com, borne by the
Graud Master of a Lo Grand
Steward. ) Two Ewers, with Wine and Oil, borne by Stgw”d-
Ao the Master of a Lodge. ’
Grand Organist. 1o anfla
G Suyenntendant of Works. G. Director of Cergmﬂugﬂ‘
Past Grand Sword Bearers.
" ..r - +. Past Grand Deacons. AL H ) b
Grand Deacons of the Year. b g

Grar@ Secrp » bearing Book of Constitutions an a G
Grantt @e&éwgtybearingg the Plate with the Inscnpuom%
[EST I R BT 'oundation Stone, !
brr et SWad R m'u,bunngthe Great Seal. .. « =i}/
. Grand Treasurers.
G‘tﬂh\l Ti‘éasﬁre‘r, bearxngaPl‘ual containing the Coinsto be depqs:rte&
SR 1« in the Stone.

Past Grand Chaplains. [TV

The Gﬁnd Chaplam, ‘hearing the Sacred Law on a Cqsh‘qn.‘ \
‘Past Grand Wardens.
~#+ oyt Past Provinoial Grand Masters. Y
B . Provincial Grand Masters. e A et
W Past Deputy Grand Masters. .
"The Chiinthian Light, borne by the Master of a Lodg '
The ‘Column of J.G.W., borne by the Master of a I
The Jynior Grand ‘Warden, with Plumb Rule. i)«
The Doric Light, borne by the Master of a
The Column of S.G.W., borne by the Master of a%od'ge.
The Senior Grand Warden, with Level.
The Deputy Grand ‘Master, with the Square.
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., K perPanner;of H. R. t.rthe. Dykpof .3
ik T LS iy

-29ubo BVI1q
sﬂrﬂvm vHj RJH.;an' Dvnﬁdv Sumex, MWy afdd
tew! RAND MASTER. 1o}, 10 vfi
Too Graad Sww?r‘d.! brro waivdolteraads
Grand g The Standard of His Majesty King William } Grand
Steward. the Fourth, Patvon-of the Order. Steward.
‘Two Grand Stewards,
Grand Tyler.
Stewards of the Hospital, with Wands. « bastd
Vice-Patrons and Vice-Presidents. 4 ir.uno ~
Stewaxds, with Wands. - Comladt,

> Trustees, Treasurers, Building Committee, and: Officers.
Stewards, with Wands. -1
Governors and Subseribers. .
+ .~ Stewards, with Wands. .ooa

ooy Beadles. - / ‘

hen’the head of the procession arrived at the
place where it was to halt, the Brethren divided.to
the right and left, and faced inwards, forming an
avenue for the M. W. Grand Master to pass through,
preceded by the Steward of the Grand Patron and
the'Grand Sword Bearer,.and followed by His. Royal,
Highness's Banner, the Ionie Light, the Grand
Master of Ireland, Deputy Grand Mudter, and
Grand Officers, who took their respective gitvations
on the platform. The Vice:Patrons of the Institu-
tion, the Vice-Presidents, and' the Buildi,’n'g' Com-
mittee also took their places on the platforin. ~ ™

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower
one was adjusted, the Grand Secretary read, aloud,
the inscription engraven on the bw. The
Grand Treasurer then deposited the phial containing
the coins inthe cavity of the lower stome, and the
Grand Secretary placed the inseription plate over
the mouth of the cavity. The cement was then
placed on the upper face of the bottom stone, and

r foo19)

h
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the Grand Master adjusted the same with a trowel
handed to him for that purpose. After which the
upper stone was lowered slowly, the band playing
“ Raule Britannia.”

“ The Grand Master then proved the just position
and form of the stone by the plumb, level, and
square, which were successively delivered to him by
g‘:pn Junior and Senior Grand Wardens, and the

ty Grand Master. Being satisfied in these
particulars, His Royal Highness gave the stone
three knocks with the mall, which was delivered by
His Grace the Duke of Leinster. The Cornucopia,
containing the corn, and the Ewers, with the wire
and oil, were then handed to His Royal Highness,
who strewed the corn and poured the wine and oil
over the stone, with the accustomed ceremonies.
The Grand Master having inspected the plan of the
intended building, delivered the same to the Archi-
tect, together with the several tools used in proving
the position of the stone, and desired him to proceed,
- without loss of time, to the completion of t£e work
in conformity with the plan.

The Stewards and &mmittee of the Hospital
having erected a very extensive platform, and also
seats for the accommodation of spectators, the
ceremony was %aced by the presence of many
Ladies of Noble Families, and others of distinetion,
with a very numerous assemblage of Gentlemen.

Copy of the Inscription engraven on the Brass Plate deposited in
the Stone.

In the Second Year of the Reign of His

Majesty King William IV,

This First Stone
of the
Charing-Cross Hospital, |
was laid in ample Masonic form,
on the 15*t September, 1831,
by His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick

Dvke or Sussex, K.G., &c, &e. &c.
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Iy vt~ Gand Master of the Freagiasons,of Eaglgad, ") .,,(;-
: . . pnd Patron of the Institution.
‘Becimus Futton, Esq., Architect. ' e
it Méases, Howard and Nixon, Builders. . e
RN
:oi ikt the commencement of the year 1833y Sir
{dohn Soane, Grand Superintendant of. . Works,
{feported to the Grand Master that he had bad, the
-iratiﬁnation to complete, by order of . the Grand
hodge, the New Masonic Hall, as a temple ta.be
devoted exclusively to Masonry. That, notwith-
-standing every attention to economy, consistent with
the substantial erection of the building, the outlay
bad unavoidably been considerable. But, as.an
-ardent lover of the fraternity, he was anxious to
contribute his mite towards defraying the expenge
of a strueture consecrated to the purposes of the
+Oraft, and felt that he could not avail himself of a
more :zppropriate time for so doing than the anniver-
-sary of the Grand Master’s birth. And he accord-
'ingly enclosed a draft for £500. At the Quarterly
‘Communication in March, therefore, it was unani-
mously resolved, that the Grand Lodge accepts
-with gratitude this munificent donation; and whilst
tendering their thanks to Brother Sir John Soans,
for this renewed manifestation of his liberality and
- zealous attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge
cannot but record, with feelings of brotherly, and
affectionate re their esteem and approval of
the skill and talent displayed by him in the progress .
and completion of the work.

The attention of the Craft about this time was
directed by many Provincial Grand Masters, to the
necessity and benefit which may be derived from
attending to the authorized lectures at the stated
Meetings of the Society, because. it has been found
by experience that where they are regularly deliver-
ed, a full attendance of the Brethren 1s always
ensured. For this purpose they have been conve-



)i | . BUTORY. ,

3 divided .into ions apd ¢ whie
mtl;ioommlionally be enmted to talent; Ty
at,tha will and pleasure, and under the dirgetiontf
thq, W. Master. This is a practice which . ex
emulation, and produces industry amongst -thes
who, might otberwise be always indiﬂ'eren;t.';?g
epooprages the timid Brethren to exeraise
imprave their dormant talent; and is frequently
found to develope ability and zeal, which .might
have for ever remained undiscovered and unknewn. |
To those who have witnessed the rness’ with. |
which, even Brethren of ordinary abilities have
listened to the Masonic lecture, and the edification
which it has produced, this duty will need ne
recommendation. But as the Practice of lecturi
in the Provinces is very limited, it was thong]
net altogether useless to point out its constanf and
certain effects, that the Brethren might be induced
to enter on it with spirit and alacrity.

In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Craft’s
and Master Mason’s Lectures are not frequently
delivered, and it is to be feared that there are some
which advance ne farther than the simple qualjfioa-
tion questions, or at most, the reasons for certain
particulars in our ceremonials, which excita .the
cyriopity and research of a newly-initiated Brether. .
I?, Jhowever the Brethren were to consider .tha.
variety, of important subjects both in science and
mopals; history, tradition, and holy legend, which
thip.eomplete course of the three degrees embrages;
if, they were to reflect on the sublime pathos of
many; insulated passages in them all; and possesy,
any taste for the investigation of science, ,ang :'it,s,
) p)wattc:a to tﬁq imp;ol‘;‘ement of the human heart,,
they would no longer delay giving up some pergion.
of their leisure ton%,ehe_etudyg;nd gx:gnimtg;qmq? &q
Masonie lectures; and it, is a purfuiﬁ,. t,haﬁvg ) 'E
g of,

ongs. fairly embarked in it, would prove,a,
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iflstiotion” and anfusement™ which ‘woilld
ay their labour. " - IR Al
"“For want of a proper attention to ‘&ﬁd’ &i{iyj'ﬂ
grddt numberd of Lodges had fallen into @ésuethdu]*
fd"'aboat this time surrendéred : theit o
hers were erased from the books of tHs!®Granly
Eodge for ' neglecting to' make theif el
psyments to the Fund of Benevolentd! vor'us!
account. for the fees for registering newly-initiased!
Brethren. Under these circumstances,” 1% 'WW'
thought necessary to re-arrange the numbers sl
for thig purpose notice was given at the- Quarteriyy
Communication in June 1832, by the Grand -Séertu!
tary, that at the next Quarterly Communication; th"
list of Lodges, with the numbers altered aceordingdy
and closed, would be submitted for the'!furthet:
order of the Grand Lodge. And it wak accorditighy!
ordered that the numbers of all the Lodges ' o s#He"
record of the Grand Lodge be brought ferwhrdi%in®
régular succession by filling up the mumbry. #Mikh
ate vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges ‘i«
various times. : © e tep
“Jt would be invidious to enumerate the ctive wnéd
intellizent Masons who, at this period, entploysd’
their | and exercised their talents:to prométei
tht efficiency of their ective Lodges;: dhd by"
their laudable and untiring exertions, eonforded(
honour and popularity on the Craft.: The applsuse
and satisfaction of their own minds -constitute’ s
highest praise, and the most valuable - rewardy?
Their services however were not overldoked ‘bythbir!s
Masonie companions; and during the presesf! ybas;
sevéral testimonials were presented to meritsiiony”
Brethrer ;'and amongst the rest a Past :Mastie's
Jewel to Brother ie, on retiring from the Ohair
of the Neptuné Lodge, No. 22; and a valuable
silver nuff-box to Brother Barnes, as an expression
of the sense which was entertained by the Brethren
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of hia services as Honorary Secretary, at the:Nore
Exeursion, for the benefit of the Royal Masumie
Institution for Boys. -
. At the Quarterly Communication in March-1888
the Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dundas, infermeil
the Brethren that he was charged by the Duka.df
Sussex to present to the Grand Lodge a mathle
bust of his present Majesty King William the
Fourth, the Patron of Masonry; and in the name
of his Royal Highness to request their aoce
of it.. And also to present three gilt silver trowels
used by the Grand Master in laying the first stones
of the London University, the Licensed Victuallers
Asylum, and the Charing Cross Hospital. On
which it was unanimously resolved, that the thanks
of this Grand Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand
Master for these gracious gifts, which will ever be
ranked amongst its most valued possessions, and
furnish to the Brethren an additional proof of the
constant regard manifested by His Royal Highmess
to the best interests of the Masonic fraternity.
They will remain a perpetual memorial of the
honors and protection conferred upon thé fraternity
by having the Sovereigns of the country for its
patrons, and a Prince for its Grand Master ; whose
gi.fts establish the important truth that the peculidr
uties of a Freemason will be best performed by
endeavouring to follow his example; proving that
every. imstitution by which education may be
promoted, want relieved, or calamity alleviated,
may rely upon the active support and co-operation of
the Grand Master of that order, whose charaocter-
istic principle is benevolence. '

In this year a question of great importance was
decided in Grand Lodge. The Board of General
Purposes - reported, that a complaint had ‘been

referred by a Brother against a Lodge in .the
iondon district, alleging that he had been imitiated
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therein in the year 1817; but that the Lodge had
omitted to register his name with the Grand Lodge;
and consequently that he was unable to procure 4
Gitand ' Lodge certificate. Upon examination’ of
the books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared
that the complaint was correctly founded. In
ahswer to this charge, the officers of the Lodge
stated, that all the present members had joined
since the period of the Brothers initiation, and
that therefore they did not conceive that they wete
liable to the payment. The Grand Lodge however
entertained a different view of the case; and it was
resolved, that every Lodge is responsible for the
ayment of all register fees and dues which they
‘received, and that no lapse of time can
exonerate a Lodge from such liability. The Board
therefore ordered the payment of the register fees,
which the Lodge paid accordingly.

In September 1833, His ﬁoyal Highness the
Grand Master was %:'aciously pleased toionour the
Lodges at Nottingham with a visit; for which
purpose a Grand Lodge being convened, was
mamerously attended by Brethren from the
adjoining provinces of Lincoln, Leicester, Warwick,
and Dex%)y, from a sense of duty to His Royal
Highness as well as anticipated gratifieation to
themselves.

Present:

Hi1s Royar Hicnaness PriNnce Aveustus FrepeErick Duxe
or Sussex, K.G., &s. &e. &c. M.W.G. M., en the Throne.

R. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, Prov. G. M. for Notting-
hamshire, as D.G.M. ’

V. W. Bro. W, F. N. Norton, Prov. S.G.W., as S.G.W.

V. W. Bro. John Strong, Prov. J.G.W., as J.G.W.

R.'W.hBro. Right Hon. Lord Rancliff, Prov. G.M. for Leices-
tershire.

R. W. Bro. Sir Frederick G. Fowke, Bart., P.8.G.W,

R. W. Bro. Lord H. J. Spencer Churchill, P.§.G.W.

x. W. Bro. I. M. B. Pigot, D. Prov. G.M. for Nottingham.
. W. Bro. William H. White, G.S.

V. W. Bro.'The Rev. Luke Jackson, Prov. G. Chaplain for Notts.
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V. W. Bto. J, Sith Wright, Prov. G. Treasurer. - = - ' Sl
Vi W. Bro..Henry Perey, -Prov. 'G. Registtar. ol -3

V. Brq. Edward Percy, Prov. G. Secretary. PR
Hw:“g:z. fail'som, Prov. S.G.D. Fw e

! W!'Bro. Ludham, Prov. J.G.D. : et ol

1 {W.| Brou James Fellows, Prov. G. Director of Ceresiontiegi1o

" Wb.gro' Thomhs Danks, Prov. G. Sword Bearer. |, ,__.,43.il,
. Bro. Captain R. H. Pigot, R.N.G. Pursuivant.

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of vatious wge&’;‘ ]
" At this Grand Lodge an address was prgse:n’_fé,q
to the Grand Master, by Colonel Wildman, as
Deputy Grand Master, which stated, that -®the
Brethren gladly embraced the opportunity thus
afforded them of expressing to His Royal Highness
how deeply they appreciated that fraternal counte-
nance and support, which, as members of the Oraft'
they have ever received from him. Being, fully
cenfident, that under the benefits of such influence
and example, the mystic, ancient, and univ,er‘éaj
exterded Order in which they had been enrolled,
will not only in this province, but in every dther
under His Royal Highness's guidance and contol,
¢ontinue to maintain the exalted position it’ hlas
already attained, and spread wider and wider thbse
blessings which it is so well calculated to Goﬁﬁaﬁ
1pon mankind.” ek
- To which address His Royal Highness was ﬂgéﬁ;}ei{!
§o return the following answer : it
i, Ry W. Prov. Grand Master, D Prov. Grand Mas Ve
brnn,d Wa,rd‘:ans,r::‘ld B:th::an :?Tl:zg Plr:v. Grand Lod::’ éme
Clunty of Nottingham:—I accept with great pleasure your et
possions of devotion to the Craft, andof attachment and conBdente
i Be. 1. i e
It is only upon the assurance of the existence of such feplfnég,
at I can either expect to govern the fraternity, or hbpe-to
{teurvéfthat harmony so necessary to the respectability;the
iglony, pid. the prosperity of our Society. - W
May the Great. Architect of the Universe, under whose protec-
tion we are here assembled this day, bless all your undertakings,
tll time shall be no more, :
Yrom the Quarterly Communicationsof the Grand
1 for the year 1833, we gather the gratifying
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intelligence, that Freemasonry.was improying,in
its finances, and that .the .Masymic Ghnfitmd gerv
unusually active; affording comfort and feflief! t3
the widow and orphan v§h0 were destitttay of
conselation from other sources; while the aged and
distressed Freemason, who, through -unavyjdgble
misfortune, had been exposed to want, sickpess
i,t_x.%rmity, and disease, found his heart che eﬁ
and his necessities supplied by the unosténtaf?;,
boanty of those worthy Brethren who had sharfg
in his prosperity, or who had united with him i
happier days to trace wisdom, and to follow virtu
upon the sacred floor of the Lodge. Various sums
were voted to deserving objects by the Board of
Benevolence ; while the Provincial Grand Lodges
were not backward in aiding the kind designs of
private charity, to relieve the poor members of their
respective bodies. '
"In all times, from the establishment of Free-
masonry in its present form, the Craft hds been
so far identified with Operative Masonry, as to be
requested to afford its assistance, at the ceremony of
laying the foundation stones of public edifices
Tgis&distinction is tacitly conceded to the fraternit
#s a matter of courtesy if not of right. And it ig
a custom which has kept Freemasonry ‘constantl
before the public, as an institution of general iitilii;
cohected with the usages and observances of social
life. As a body the fraternity attract attention by
the display which is indispensable on these occar
sions; and inspire respect by the order apd decoram
which characterize their general deportment, “The
rites of religion always forming a comstituent .
of the ceremonial, enlists the sympathies of thinkipg
men in our behalf; and the association of prayer
becomes indelibly: linked with the formalisy: of
deporiting;the stone.of foundation, in.the ;nixg?)of
the mostindifferent observes, In September 1833,
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the first stone of Jamaica Street Bridge, at
Glasgow, was laid with Masonic honours. The
different Lodges which attended on that occasion,
took the places assigned to them in the Cathedral
at eleven o'clock, the Brethren being clothed in black
with white stockings and gloves. Divine service
was performed by the very Reverend Principal
Macfarlen; the Anthems by Orme’s Church Band;
and Messrs. Lithgows Vocal Band; after which
the procession passed down the High Street, along
the Trongate, and Argyle Street, down Jamaica
Street, along Clyde Street, to the side of the Bridge,
where the foot stone was levelled with solemn
ceremonies.

From this period records are more abundant;
and consequently our account of the progresa of
Freemasonry will be more diversified and satisfac-
tory. The establishment of a periodical at the
beginning of the year 1834, as a depository for
Masonic information, has constituted an epoch,
from which Freemasonry may date its most rapid
and general advancement in the scale of social
improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly
before the public, its advantages, as a moral. and
scientific institution, have become better known,
and more universally admitted. The attentiom .of
thinking men has been called to a consideration of
its merits ; and as they have been more evidemtly
developed, the science has been more extensively
admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy and
meritorioug Brethren, as well as frequent calls .for
countenance and assistance in consecrating,..the
first stone of public buildings, are becoming. of
more constant occurrence, as will abundantly..ap-
?ear from the continuation of these annals. .:Such
arts cannot fail to prove that Freemasonry oecupies

her station in popular esteem than it did s few
70; and its success in the provinces speaks
yuage of approbation and gratitude.
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a CHAP. II.

History of the most remarkable events which occurted
, during the Years 1834 and 1835,

T'ms period opened unpropitiously for the Craft,
who received with feelings of the most poignant
sorrow, the announcement that unfavorable symp-
toms of a grievous calamity had displayed themselves
on the person of His Royal Highness the Duke of
Sussex, who, as Grand Master of Masons, had
acquired the unfeigned affection of the Brethren of
all ranks and degrees. They heard with regret
that the sight of His Royal Highness was visibly
‘declining; and fears were entertained that his
wision would be wholly obscured. In his speech at
the birth-day celebration, the subject was alluded
‘40' in a manner which excited the warmest and
most heartfelt sympathy. His Royal Highness
observed that “ his health, although improved since
he last met them, was not sufficiently re-established
-¢o''admit of his attention to many general duties
‘which devolved upon him as a public man; and
“$hat for the future he could hardly hope to be
+enabled to preside at any other assemblies than
ithose of the Order, the interests of which were ever
‘iéarest his heart. His sight,” he added, “was
wmaterially affected; but whether in Lodge, or in
tihe golitude of his chamber, Masonry would ever
ret6ive his active and serious attention.” An
opbtation was contemplated, which prevented the
usual attendance of His Royal Highness at the
Anniversary Meetings of the Masonic Charities.
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In reference to some jrreguleritios whieh sonmtul
in the Glee Room at a Grand Festival, as roluted
in the preceding chapter, His Royal Highuess
thought it expedient to express his dis
that such occurrences might in future be aveided:
To effect this purpose, he promulgated an erderj
stating that “as unpleasant circumstances hawe
occasionally arisen by Brethren endeavoaring.te
obtain admission into the Glee Room, on the -dzys
of the various Masonic Festivals, to hear the pre.
fessional Brethren who are engaged to sing in the
Ladies’room ; and as these occurrences have tended
to the detriment of the Craft, the Grand Master
feels himself called upon to direct that in future the
attendance of the professional gentlemen in that
room should be dispensed with.” :

This order, not being perfectly understood,
caused some confusion in the subsequent
ments made by the Grand Stewards; and at. »

meeting of the Governors of the Boys® Sehool, His

Royal Highness condescended to explain his mean-
ing more particularly, on the motion of Brother
Lythgoe. He said that “the entertainments had
gradually assumed the character of a concert in the
Ladies” room; and declared that he acted from
information, that at the Festival of 1831, there
had been irregularities which could only be {r&
vented by such measures as would effectually check
their repetition; and that on the recent promulga~
tion of his orders, he had personal proof that it was
necessary to exercise the F)wer with which he was
invested. - At the Boys’ Festival, his orders only
went to stop the concert in the Glee Room; and
not to prevent those Brethren who had for a long
period enjoyed the privileg: of entrée from assacia-
ting with the Ladies. That, therefore, he was not
srable for the conduct of others who- had

1 his directions, doubtless from a mis-con-
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i 26 thom:; alshough these: direstions were
to them im writing to prevent their

misnnda-tood." : .
this time cirenmstances of a public natun} :

tampepired, which dvew the attention of His Royal:
Highneas to the sabject of Masonic Registration,
t0.am Act of Parliamentlpaesed in-the

th yesr of the Beign of Geo. II cap. 79. 1§
appeas that numbers of the Provincial Lod,
had neglected to comply with the terms of ppetection
named in that statute* To remedy an evil which
wight.operdte unfavourably for the institution, the
Grand Master, with that paternal cave which -he
has always evinced for Freemagonry, and actuated,
ae Be sxpressed himself at the Grand Festival of
this year, by a desire to preserve a due obedience to
theJdame by which the order has been protected and

; and to extend the respectability and
high character of the Craft, addressed the following
cemmpnication to the Masters of Lodges.

Freemasons’ Hall, London, April 29th, 1834.

‘W. MASTER, . :

We are especially commeanded by the M. W, Grand Mastertg

j that you will immediately upon receipt of this, register:with

the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Stewartry, Riding, Division,

or'place in which your Lodge is sitnated, a correct-list of the

nmsskiers of your Lodge, with their titles, professioms)” toades, ot

busjness, 3nd also their residences ; in which return you are:zlg?;

to state the times and place of your meeﬁn%s ; and you will fofth-

wHh apprize us, for the Grand Master's nformxé&n,'when you

haya compled with this. direetion. In defanlt of your so daing,

your lodge will be liable to erasure.

For your guidance and instruction, a form of the return to be

made to the Clerk of the Peace accompanies this.
By command of the M.W. Grand Master,

Wittiax H. Waire, V' s
Epw. Hanren, G

A notice of a benevolent project for erecting and
. LTI L .
® The forms and provisions of this Act may be found in the

14th and 15th Editions of Preston, p. 307.
C
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endowing an Asylum for aged and decayed Free-
masons of good character, was promulgated in the
July number of the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review
for 1834. The original sketch comprehended: -an
unjon of the intended establishment with the
existing charities or schools for the male and female
orphans of Freemasons; and stated the requisite
amount of capital at £5000. The conception was
noble, but the plan was undigested; and subsequent
experience has modified its details, and placed it on
the basis of its own individual merits. The an-
nouncement however was received by the brethren
with general approbation, as a project of benevo-
lence, worthy the great and flourishing institation
to which it was proposed to be attached, and to
which it would look for exclusive support; and
many professions of co-operation and assistance
were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well as
from mdividual brethren.

The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, No. 54,
celebrated their centenary at Putney, on the 3rd
July, 1834, It is an event which very few Lodges
are blessed with an opportunity of observing ; and
it is recorded to the Eonour of this Lodge, that
during the whole of that period, its brethren have
been faithful; the attendances regular, and the
finances flourishing. After the cloth was drawnm,
the Worshipful Master, Brother G. W. Turner,
addressed the brethren as follows.

“A century has elapsed since our Lodge was conmstituted.
Death, the great destroyer, has, during that period, removed
numbers of our Brethren from this mortal state of existence.
The memory of the founders of our Lodge is entitled to our
especial reverence, inasmuch as they were men who were considered
by the Brethren of that age worthy depositories of our principles
and privileges: those princifles they have transmitted to us, un-
sullied by any dishonourable act, and those privileges we now
*njoy, unimpaired by innovation. It is therefore, with the deepest

lings of respect and veneration, that I now call upon you to

wur their memory with your approbation.”
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A number of silver medals which had been' struek
to commemorate the event, were distributed
amongst sach of the Brethren as had distinguished
themselves by their zealous exertions as Masons and
Members of the Strong Man Lodge, who received
themn with suitable acknowledgments; and wear
them as a proud trophy of merit which will descend
tv their children, and probably be produced at the
next centenary as memorials of the illustrious dead.

Several new Lodges were constituted in the Pro-
vinces during the year 1834, and two new Halls
dedicated to Masonry ; one at Dorchester by Brother
W. Eliot, Esq., D.P.G.M. for Dorset; and the
other at Tiverton, by Brother The Lord Viscount
Ebrington, M.P., P.G.M. for Devonshire. These
are events of great importance in estimating the

ive advance of the Order, and its moral
ifluence in the hearts of its members.

An institution was formed in this year, which
became, in a very brief period, of great importance
as a medium of communication with the Grand

. The Masters’ and Past Masters’ Club was
embodied in Decomber 1834 to insure a full attend-
ance at the Quarterly Committees; and to facilitate
the business of the Grand Lodge, by a previous
discussion of important motions to be brought
forward and disposed of there. In addition to the
Masters and Past Masters of Private Lodges,
Provincial Grand Masters are eligible for admission
to this Club, which thus affords to the country
Brethren an opportunity of Masonic intercourse
that cannot fall to be mutually agreeable and
beneficial. The institation became extremely useful,
inasmuch as on all questions of importance the
Provincial Brethren made a point of assembling for
the purpose of discussion, and the interests of both
thus become agreeably identified.

Freemasonry in the Provinces smoothly and

c2
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quietly pursned its unostentatioms course at- this

eriod ; augmenting its resources, and increasimg
in respectability and esteem. In the ceremonial of
public works indeed, its aid was generally sottcited

to lend an appearance of form and seriousness to

the proceedings. Schools and charities were insti-
tuted—and private benevolence cheered the hearts
of the worthy distressed. Addresses were forwarded
%0 the Masonic Authorities couched in elegant
lan e; and the brethren cultivated a taste for

philosophy and science. = These are wholesome

symptoms of a vigorous and flourishing institution ;
and the speeches at Provincial Meetings shew that

the learning and talent of the united kingdom had

been enlisted in behalf of this hallowed sciemce.

The appointments of our Provincial Grand

assumed a correctness of detail which is unpreee

dented in the annals of English Freémasonty.
Every officer appears in his proper clothing; and
thus the seience in its decorations, its cerembhial,
and its philosophy, is without a rival. v

At the annual Festival of the Palatine Lodge'at -

Sunderland, December 29th, 1834, Sir Cuthbert

Sharpe, Bart., Worshipful Master, in the chair, a

very gratifying scene was presented. Immediate
after dinner the Orihan Boys of Masons educated :xyt
the expence of the

ing during the year, and gave most satisfactory proofs
of the proficiency they had made. The Palatine
Lodge has set a noble example, worthy the imita-
tion of other Provincial Lodges; and a similar
school attached to the principal Lodge in every
county, would exhibit a moral lesson of Freemasonry
which the public could not refuse to understand.
We close the occurrences of the year 1834, with
a ca,talogue of the places where foundation stones
were laid accompanied by Masonic honourss and of

odge, were, according to custom,
introduced and examinedas to their progress in learn-
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pablio-testimonials presentod to deserving brethren,
-a% an-expression of gratitude for moral worth, and
-indlefatigable exertion in the great cause of Free-
mpaenry, Of the former there is -only a single
instance, which occured in the month of Jung,
when Brother W. Eliot, Esq., D.P.G.M. for Dorset,
laid the foundation stome of an embankment at
Weymouth, with the usual formalities. Of the
latter it is recorded that in the month of January
a splendid Masonic Jewel* was presented to Lord
Durham, P.G.M. for Durham; in February two
silver trowels to the members of the Logﬁe of
Antiquity by His Royal Highness the Duke of
Sussex ; in June, a silver cup to Brother Coe, the
founder of the Excursion to the Nore for the bepefit
of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, which
has proved very beneficial to that establishment ;
and in December, a Royal Arch Jewel to Brother
Fisher, of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge.

The complaint of his Royal Highness the Grand
Master was not sufficiently advanced at the Afp:il
Quarterly Communication in 1835, to, allow of an
operation beix:ge(rerformed, although he was unfor-
tunately afflicted with a total loss of sight; and
the Brethren received the intelligence that it was
impossible for him to preside at fiat meeting, with
unaffected sorrow. &he Grand Master, howeyer,
consented to the humble request of the Brethren,
that he would allow himself to be put in nomipa-
tion for the ensuing year, as well-grounded hopes
were entertained that a successful operation wonld

® This splendid testimonial was made by Brother Tate, of
Regent Street. It is oval shaped, bordered with flowers in va-
rious tints of gold, of exquisite workmanship; and in the centre,
on 8 blue enamel ground, is placed the square and compasses,
with a star of five points in brilliants. The design is chaste and
elegant, and the effect very striking. It bears the followiﬁ
inscrigﬁon: ¢ Presented to the Earl of Durham, Provinei
Grand Master, by his grateful brethren, 21st Janusry,,1834.",
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when -propesing the health of His Royal H?hm
the D}:lkepo?f gSumx, the W. Master, Brother
Giraud, gave an interesting outline of the- details
.and proceedings of the Lodge since it was embedidd
in June 1735; and concluded with the followimp
.merited compliment to the Grand Master:

‘I come to a distressing subject, in announcing that Hia Rogyal
Highness has been compelled to decline our invitation this eveni
an account of his want of sight. My Brethren, could he but have
witnessed our devotion to his sway, our veneration for his
character, our affection for his person, it might have cheered
him in the continuance of those exalted duties, which, may it
please the Great Architect, he may exercise for many years; it
would convince him, that however all Lodges unite in respectful
attachment, none exceeds the Grand Stewards’ Lodge in those
sentiments which form the Mason’s pride, and become the
Mason’s hope.”

In like manner the Old Union Lodge celebrated
its centenary in this year; to commemorate which,
the Grand Master graciously conferred on the
:}Iemlbers, the privilege of wearing a centenary

ewel.

" In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from
the paralysis by which it had been overwhelmed
under the pressure of political dissention, slowly
progressed ; and the meetings of the Brethren bore
a character of solemnity and decency which afforded
hopes of still greater pros;ierity. l!he Seotch are a
literary and scientific people; and we do not there-
fore wonder that the institution of Freemasonry,
which is devoted to these pursuits, should flourish
and increase amongst them., Much anxiety was
manifested to assimilate the practice of working,
and conduct of the Lodges to the English custom.
Nothing appeared wanting at this period but some
public amrity, some benevolent foundation, lilte the
Orphan Societies of England and Ireland, to shew
forth the practical working of the system; and to
Yord the Brethren an opportunity of displaying
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dher ion’ of ‘Musonity in the heutt, by’ tHe
m the'hand, i(:lﬂgnﬁributing' to relieze the
distnéssed’ and destitute of their own' fraternity.
flhe deficiency' was not unobserved by our Seot
diwethaten, nor was the day far distant when' tHe
means were adopted of completing the triangle'df
benevolence with the two Grand Lodges of England
aifd Freland. :
Al the festival in December, that very venerable
institution, the Lodge of Melrose, whose antiquity
is orily rivalled by tiat of the Mother Kilwinning
in Ayrshire; both dating their origin from the
building of their respective abbeys, by the bands of
architectural Brethren who traversed the country
towards the middle of the 12th century, remewed
their annual ceremony of marching by the light of
Botelée round the ruins of St. David’s Pile. A
blusd#of music preceded the procession, lplayfgg
sdlemh airs. Nothing could be more singular a;
ive éhan the spectacle which here presentéd
itself. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, ds
it flashed- upon the pillars and projections of the
umeibnt abbey, discovering the grotesque figures and
fdoos of grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels
and capitals of many a mouldering arch, contrasted
wt#ikingly with the deepmysterious gloom of the retir-
tirph uisles and cloisters, whose darkness indeed wa
ever and anon partially illuminated as the singular
mession passed along. Every step which the
hren trod, as they slowly advanced up the
interior of the edifice, was upon hallowed dust. In
thé words of him whose name is linked with that
ofthe place— b

1) ~Baneath the lettered stones were laid :

wl=The ashes: bf i their fathers dead ; : !

it bhErom-many 8 garnished wiche around -l

111 (Stern saints and dertused mawtyrs frowned. !
c3
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During this year the Brethren in different parts
of the kingdom were solicited to render their
asgistance to consecrate the ceremony of de{:d.ting
the foundation stones of public buildings. Miay
the first stone of the Royal Victoria Arcade at
Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, was laid with Masemic
so{emnities by the Earl of Durham, D.G.M.; that
of the Lander Pillar at Truro, in June, by V. P.
Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M. for Cornwall; and in
September, that of a Monument to the memory of
Sir John Malcolm, at Langholm, in Scotland, by
Sir James Graham, P.G.M. for Camberland.

Several testimonials to distinguished Brethren
were presented during this year. In Janumary a
Silver Salver to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St.
Patrick’s Lodge, Dublin; in March, a Silver Snuff-
box to Brother Philip Broadfoot, of the Lodge of
Stability, London; in June, a Silver Salverto
Brother James Deans, P.S.G.W., from the Grand
Officers’ Club; and in August, a Jewel of Gold to
the Right Honourable Lord Monson, W.M., of
the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; and a Massive Silver
Oandelabrum to William Williams, Esq., P.GM.
for Dorset.

CHAP. III
History of F'reemasonry in the Year 1836.

Tue year 1836 opened with a bright prospect for
Freemasonry. The debt of the Grand Lodge was
liquidated ; the Schools were prosperous; the

eneral Fund of Benevolence was esgzient; new
odges were constituted in many of the Provinces ;
and, in a word, the institution flourished in all its
details. At the Festival of the Boys’ School,
7ro: Lythgoe gave a cheering account. He said,
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““ a few years ago, thirty.-five Boys only were educa-
ted, and the institution was in a state little short
of bankruptcy ; but by the liberality of the Brethr
ren, and the zeal of the Committee, at the present
moment the number of children is increased to
fifty-five, while the funded stock has reached
£5000.” After dinner the subseriptions exceeded
500 guineas.

The most gratifying intelligence reached us
this year, that our holy science was progressi
and triumphing over the bigotry which threatened
its existence in France. The superior classes of
society had taken an interest in it, and extended
to it their countenance and patronage. A Grand
Lo%e was formed, at the head of which was placed
M. C. Fretéau de Peny, Pair de France, Lieutenant
Grand Commander and Venerable. At a Grand
Lodfe holden at the beginning of the year, the
Earl of Munster, Sir John Ross, and Major Payne
appeared as visitors, and were received with great
fraternal kindness and hospitality.

In the New World also Freemasonry was re-
viving, after a season of supineness on the ene
hand, and opposition and reproach on the other,
which made it doubtful whether it would not sink
to rise no more. The Grand Lodges in the different
states were re-organized about this time, and the
following manifesto was issued to the Lodges:

*“That the faithful Members of the fraternity be exhorted to
persevere in their fidelity ; to observe the rej communications
of their respective Lodges, and their prescribed modes of charity ;
to maintain peace and self-respect : to discountenance all irregular
assemblies of Masons, and scrupulously to avoid connecting Free-
masonry with any political controversies or speculations, being
assured, notwithstanding statements to the contrary, which may
be made for political effect, that the Grand L of Massachusetts
is still in active existence, enjoying her Quarterly Meetings, super-
intending the affairs of the Craft, and through the Weekly Seasions
of her Boaid of Relief, distributing the income of her little pro-
perty to sick and needy Brethren, their widows and orphans—that
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.whila.she will sustsin the Lodges under her jurisdiction by ali
,Propen.means in her power, she is willing and desirous ta receive
‘mmediately, the charters of all such as may wish to surrendér
Jthem ‘according to the conditions in such case made and pro-
ided.”

*4'In a communication to the Grand Lodge in the
4honth of April 1836, His Royal Highness the
9Duke of Sussex was graciously pleased to express
is intention of removing the restriction which he
“hiad laid upon the Stewards, interdicting the ad-
mission of musical Brethren into the Glee Room;
?.nd' the message was received with gratitude and
‘yoy.

+- 'The discussion in Parliament respecting the Irish
‘constabulary force, assumed a character which was
vonsidered hostile to the existence of Freemasonry
in that country; and fears were entertained lest
‘the order should be included in the description of
* seoret or political societies” contained in that
bill. To prevent any misconstruction therefore,
the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master for Ireland,
moved, “ that Freemasons be exempted from taking
the oath that they do not belong to any secret
soeiety.” This eclause was opposed by Lord Win-
-chelsea and others, who expressed opinions on the
tendency of Freemasonry, which are not borne out
by fact. After an animated debate the clause was
carried in the affirmative, and the science of Free-
masonry was exempted from a test which would
have materially impeded its progress in that coun-
-try.* The Irish Grand Master by his conduct on
.this occasion, won golden opinions from his Breth-

ing correspondence on this subject appears in Bell's
eemasons exempted from the necessity of complying
- prescribed form of declaration as the Members of
t society, on, or previous to their accepting'public
temason must take all the oaths and make all the
iichrmust be taken or made by any other persois;but
~directed sgaimst him as a Freemason. In respest
iar chasactsr he takes none.”’ R
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ren ‘throughout the united kingdom; and received
‘an unanimous vote of thanks ffom the Grand Lodge
of England, at the recommendation of his Royal
Highness the Duke of Sussex; which was splen-
did%y engrossed on vellum, and verified by ‘the
signatures of Lords Dundas, Churchill, Scarborough,
and Suffield. In like manner the thanks of tije
fxaternity in Ireland were embodied in an Address,
sad E'esented to His Grace by the Officers of his
own

rand Lodﬁ,r:. ‘
.On the 10th day of June in this year, the long-
expected operation to remove the cataracts which
had obscured the vision of His Royal Highness
the Grand Master, was successfully performed by
Mr. Alexander. It occupied about a quarter of an
hour, and His Royal Highness underwent the
ration with exemplary patience and fortituder;
six days afterwards the following communication
was made to the Royal Society :—

¢ Kensington Palace, June 16.°
“ GENTLEMEN,

« T have received the commands of His Royal Highness the
Duke of Sussex, to communicate to the Members of the Royal
Bociety the result of the operation which was performed on Friday
last by Mr. Alexander, on His Royal Highness’s eyes. The
cataracts were removed under the most favourable circumstances ;
the bandages were taken off on Tnesd:‘y morning, and, through
the blessing of Providence, His Royal Highness is now able to see
distinctly with both eyes. Trusting in God's continued mesoy,
His Royal Highness looks with confidence to the complete resto~
ration of his sight; and he thus anticipates with pleasure the
arrival of the 30th of next November, when His Royal Highness
mnay be enabled again to take the chair at the Anniversary Meeting
of the Society, and to discharge the duties which devolve on the
President, especially those of distributing the various prizes
awarded in the course of the year.

- 1 have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,

. “ Yours most faithfully,

! “ GEORGE ADAM BROWN.”*
-- % To the Fellows of the Royal Society.”

-.:# The following sketch of the Grand Master may be acceptable
to: the distant Brethren who have not been favoured with an
opportunity of seeing him, It is extracted from s work entitled
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The Ambassador from the King of Oude to this
country was initiated into Masonry in the Lodge of
Friendship, at the Thatched House Tavern, on
Thursday, the 14th April. His introduction into
Masonry may have arisen from the present or late
King of Oude having been made a Mason several
years ago, as appears by the plate lately in the
Grand Secretary’s Office, but which has been re-
moved into the Grand Master’s Room. The young

“ Random Recollections of the House of Lords.” ¢ His Royal
Highness is a man of superior talents. It were to over-estimate
his abilities to say he is a first-rate man; but no one can deny that
his intellectual resources are far above mediocrity. The speeches
he used to make some twelve or fifteen years since, both at public
meetings and in the House, were as replete with eloquence, as they
were remarkable for the ardent love of liberty which they breathed
throughout. If there was nothing profound or original in them,
neither, on the other hand, did they degenerate into dry common-
place. Whether they were heard delivered, or read in the news-
papers, they at once gained the attention, and carried the auditor
or reader on to the close, without ever flagging for a moment. He
excels in putting obvious truths into a popular form. One of the
principal attributes of his speeches is their simplicity. His style
is always plain and perspicuous; he makes his views as clear to
others as they are to his own mind. No one ever yet mistook the
drift of his arg t. Hisr ing is always clear; it is more
clear than forcible. He never takes his audience by storm; he
wins them by the attractions of his manner. If you look in vain
for any mighty burst of eloquence carrying you, as if by a resistless
torrent, along with it, he never fails to fead you gently on with
him in whatever direction he intends to go. His voice is clear
and pleasant, but wants strength and flexibility. He never varies
the key in which he begins; he is always audible. He is an easy
and fluent speaker, never appearing in the least disconcerted, or
hesitating a moment either for ideas or for suitable terms wherewith
to express them. He seldom speaks long at a time, but there is
as much matter in most cases, in what he says in ten minutes, as
there is in what the majority of speakers would communicate in
twenty. His extemporaneous resources are ample; he can speak
with much effect on the impulse of the moment: indeed, his
speeches are seldom prepared before hand.

¢ His literary and scientific attainments are great ; with science
especially, he is intimately conversant. Hence it is that he is
President of several eminent scientific societies, and that his name
© ~ often toasted at public dinners in connection with the various

“fic institutions of England.” .
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Persian princes, Zade Meerza, and his brother,
pons of tll;e King of Persia, were also initiated into
Freemasonry in the Lodge of Friendship, on thé
16th of June. :

The Newstead Lodge at Nottintham, No. 58,
held its centenary in the month of June. It still
retains a strong list of Members, and the Brethren
work well. There are few instances in the Pre-
vinces where a Lodge has sustained its duties so
respectably as the Newstead Lodge; and the in.
crease of Freemasonry in Nottingham, which now
boasts of three Lodges, proves the position, that
when Masonry is best known, it is most highly
esteemed. The practical application of its doctrine,
will always have the effect of causing it to be
honoured by those whose approbation is of any
valoe. If Freemasonry feed the hungry, and
clothe the naked—if it relieve the distresses of the
widow, and instruct the orphan in the duties of
his station here, and the essentials for procurin
happiness hereafter, when he shall have passed
through the stormy Ea.ths of this life with morsl
credit and religious hope,—and all these laudable

rposes are e%l'ected through the medium of our
g:nevolent'institutions——if the Brethren are blame-
less and irreproachable in their iriva.te conduct, and
fulfil the royal law which bids them do to others as
they would be done by ;—if Masonry produce these
blooming fruits, which all mankind commend, it is
sure to be rewarded with universal approbation.
The worthy and the good will eagerly embrace a
system which produces so much practical benefit ;
and the Masonic Institution will be considered a
public blessing to the community at large.

About this time considerable excitement mani-
fested itself amongst the Fraternity in Ireland, in
consequence of an order of the Grand Lodge, very
properly issued in times of political excitement ;
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ity the Lodges to absthin from the use of

i¢ processions, under the penalty of censure,
aifd in extreme cases of erasure.* Generally thy
infhnetion was obeyed ; and the Brethren, on publis
days; attended their respective places of worihip,
without aprons, collars, or other insignia, and ser-
nkons' were preached on masonic subjects ‘witheut’
any political intermixture. A few instances of inc
sibordination are recorded. Wilful Brethren, not
kraving the true principles of Masonry operating in
their hearts, suffered political feelinis to Imcite them
té disobedience ; thus subjecting themselves to the
censure of the Grand Lodge.

'In this country of light hearts and merry faces,
where the %enerous spirit of Freemasonry operates
freely and beneficially, the science prospers, and is
réspected and beloved. The high spirited Brethren;
shew their regard for the science by their actions,
ad charity is freely dispensed to the worthy dis-
tresed. Less than this could not be said of ouf
hospitable friends and eompanions of the Green
Iste, though it may be somewhat at variance with

#® At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Grand Ledgs
of Ireland, the following resolutions were put and carried unsgni-
mously :—

K R{solved,—That Masonic processions, though innocent and
hatmless in themselves, may, under particular circumstances,
l&imprudent and highly injurious to the general interests of the

der.

“ Resolved,—That at a moment when all public processions are
eitheér prohibited by the law, or discountenanced by the constituted
authorities, with which it is equally the desire and the principle of
Freemasons to be in accordance and obedience, it is the opinion of
the Grand Lodge, after mature deliberation, that the accustomed pro-
cesbions, on the approaching Festival of St. John, should be dis-
continued ; and the Grand Lodge, therefore, require the Brethren

all Masonic Lodges, as they value the interests of Freemasonry,
ta forbear from all such processions.

¢ Resolved,—That if any Masonic Lodge should violate.its
"My, by disobedience of the foregoing command, .it .shajl ¢

Y

+d with the highest punishment which the Grand L&dge can
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the sober spirit of detail which ought to pervads-an_
historical record ; but the honour and faith of they
Iyish cheracter being infused into Freemasenryy,
emriches the institution, and confers upon it addi-,
tional dignity and worth in the eye of the world. .
.- This year was distinguished by the initiation' of;
three Persian princes I%:eza Koolee Meerza, Nejoff
Keoolee Meerza, and Timoor Meerza. They are.
grandsons of the late Futch Alle Shah, and children
of Hoossein Allee Meerza, late Prince Governor of.
the Provinees of Tars, who was the fourth or fifth .
son of that monarch. Thus they are the first
cousins of Mohammed Shah, who at present ocoupies.
the threne, and who is the son of Abbas Meerza,
late Prince Royal of Persia. The Moolavee Ismael.
Khan was invested by his Royal Highness the Grand
Master with the jewel and rank of a Past Grand.
‘Warden. )
At a meeting of many influential Brethren, holden
at Feeemasons’ Hall, September 15, 1836, Brother
R. T. Crucefix, M.D., J.G.D., in the chair ; it was
Resolved, that “in testimony of grateful and re-
spectful acknowledgment from the Members of the
Masonic Fraternity to their Grand Master, His
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex; and to com-~-
memorate the benefits derived by the Craft from
His Royal Highness's personal superintendenee, :
unwearied attention, and judicious conduct, in the
exercise of his high functions as Grand Master
during a period of nearly twenty-five years;” a ma-.
sonic offering should be made to HisRoyal Highness, :
and a general subscription throughout the Craft
be immediately entered into for that .purpose,
These resolutions were confirmed at a subsequent-
meetiné,mand a committee af)pointed to carry them
imto effect, consisting of all Grand Officers, and
Masters of Lodges under the Constitution ofr
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England, of which His Royal Highness is Grand
Master.

In pursuance of these regulations, a circular was
addressed to the Lodges by Brother S. C. Norris,
Honorary Secretary, recommending the subject to
the attention of Provincial Grand Masters, and
Masters of Lodges, and the Brethren at large, and
_requesting their co-operation in an object so con-
genial to the feelings of the Masonic community.

ubseriptions poured in from all quarters. One
spirit appeared to animate the fraternity ; and the

rethren emulated each other in their zeal to testify
their affection and respect to their Princely Chief.
The Provincial Grand Masters offered an example
of activity in this noble strife, and it was followed
by the Private Lodges with avidity and success.

From the scale on which the Committees were
formed, it was anticipated that a magnificent trophy
would be accomplished, alike worthy of a ﬁeat
Society to present, and of a Prince of the:
Bayal to accept; for contributions flowed in one
continued stream. i

A beneficial regeneration of the Craft was effected
in Scotland, under the able rule of Lord Ramsay,
who was elected to the Grand Master’s Throne in the
month of November, 1836 ; and at his installation
entered into a statement of his views relative to
Freemasonry. ‘ Much might be gathered from the
few but emphatic expressions which escaped from
his Lordship on this occasion ; the full elucidation
and application of which he prudently reserved for
a future opportunity. The real friends of Free-
masonry, have abundant reason to congratulate
themselves, and the Craft, on the choice of one
who, from his high station, can so gracefully de-
scend to those details, the right of ordering which
“eops the wheels of state in motion.” This ap-

‘tment gave a new impulse to Freemasonry in
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Scotland ; and the new Grand Master being a
distinguished practical Mason,* effected a great
moral reformation amongst the Lodg?res. His lord-
ship had tPaid such attention to the forms and cere-
monies of Masonry, as to become a perfect adept
in the details of all the degrees. He knew his
duty, and determined to perform it faithfully. His
example and activity proved a powerful excitement
to the Masters of Lodges; and from the honourable
feelings which minds™ truly noble always inspire,
they emulated the zeal of their chief; and the
Scottish Lodges became schools of morality and
virtue.

A centenary was celebrated this year by the
Grand Lodge of Scotland,.to commemorate the
honourable cession of the Hereditary Grand Master-
ship, by St. Clair of Roslyn. Great preparations
were made for this solemnity, which was intended
to be observed by the Fraternity throughout Scot-
land, as a grand and general jubilee. St. Andrew’s
day was the chosen period; and it was intended
to dignify the occasion by a procession by torch-
light. Above one thousand Brethren assembled
to celebrate this memorable festival ; and the fol-
lowing account of the effect which attended this
nocturnal procession, will be gratifying to every
masonic reader.

The word march being given and repeated along the whole line,

® The impulse which led to Lord Ramsay’s initiation is thus
related: As his Lordship some years ago was walking with his
clerical tutor, a wretched beggar, apparently a foreigner, entreated
his charity. The clergyman turned round to question the suppli-
cant, and in a moment grasped his hand with the most col:snl
kindness. Lord Ramsay was surprised. The stranger was a
Freemason; he was fed, clothed, and supplied by the generous
Englishman with the means of transport to the coast of Syria,
where he stated he originally came from. The circumstance made
such an fmpression upon Lord Ramsay, that he determined to join
an association so pregnant with good works. (Freemason's Quar-
tezly Review, vol. 2. p. 68.)
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Y g te
ﬂc%ﬂnd batallion of the Brethren of Peace moved forwarl,d a8
ody, preceded by the band of the Queen's Royal Lancers.
hus issuinifrom the portals of the Royal Exchange at)-Edin-
burgh, the head of the column was greeted with a loud hasza
from the assembled multitude, which, as the rest advanced, gave
place to a solemn and admiring silence. This attention and deco-
raus conduct on the part of the spectators was flattering to the
Craft, and is a proof of the great moral impression which the
bharacter of our glorious institution universally creates; whatever
o faw prejudiced and unfortunate individuals may say or think.
Respect to the ancient free and accepted Fraternity of Masons
was the sentiment expr d, on this ion ; and no other than
& moral force could, in the absence of the military, have kept the
crowd in such extraordinary order. The police employed un-
doubtedly did good service, particularly in repelling the tendency
to pressure at the several turnings. But only look what a sight
the High Street presents during the procession! Whoever
beheld Edina, with her cloud capt towers and lofty mansions,
risinngrom eight to ten stories in height—each individual stage of
this Babel of buildings inhabited by whole hosts of families, of
every kind and calling—may imagine the sublime effect of a
maultitude of torches, reflected with reddening glare upon the
mighty sides of the spacious street which long has formed the
pride of “Auld Reekie.”” Thousands of visages were visible from
etery tier of windows on either flank, from the lowest to the top-
o3t habitable spot. It was a study for a lover of the picturesque
—a scene of strange grandeur, not unworthy of the magic i
of a Martin. We have witnessed the religious processions in the
capitals of Catholicism, but we will aver that this transcended
them all, even as a spectacle. On passing the front of the Theatre
Royal, Brother Murray, the Manager, testified his fraternal at-
tention by the exhibition of a brilliantly illuminated star over the
portico of the house. Blue lights and rockets were disc
fram Calton Hill, as the procession advanced up the Regent's
Bridge, till at last, arriving at the Waterloo Hotel, the music
divided right and left, and the Grand Masonic cortége marched
into the great hall, which had been decorated and prepared for
their reception.”

Such a demonstration was worthy of Freemasonry,
and conferred on it a respect in the opinion of thse
world. If Masonic processions be used at all in
these days, they should be conducted on a principle
of superior grandeur, regardless of expence; other-
wise they will be esteemed as a vain and useless
display, and tend rather to produce the degradation
than the advancement of the Order.

Turing the year 1836 the number of foundation
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stones laid with masonic solemnities was
increagsed, which is an evidence of the advancement
of the science in public estimation. The respect
usually displayed by the superior ranks of societys
and the ortfer and decorum observed by the crowds
who assembled to witness the ceremony, cond
tribute to form no unimportant estimate of gene:
feeling towards the institution. In a rapid sketch
of the transactions of this period, it will be impos-
sible to do more than notice the instances where the
Craft assembled for the above purpose. A descrip-
tion of each ceremonial woulcr not only oceupy too
great a space, but would also constitute a tedious
repetition of forms which every well instructed
Brother perfectly understands. In May, the foot-
stone of a Masonic Hall, at Christ Church, wae
levelled in the north-east by Brother Sir John
Millbank, Bart., D.P.G.M.; of a National School
at Nantwich, by Brother J. F. Maddock, Esq.,
D.P.G.M.; and of St. Botolph’s Church, Colchesten,
by Brother John Round, Esq. In June, of a Gene-
ral Lunatic Asylum at Northampton, by the Right
‘Honourable Earl Spencer; and of a new Bridge at
Radcliffe, by Brother Bealey of that place. In
July, of the Royal Victoria Arcade, at Ryde, in the
Isle of Wight, by Brother the Earl of Durham,
D.G.M.; of the Dunstanville Memorial, on the
Hill of Karnbre, in Cornwall, by Brother V.P,
Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M.; and of a new Guild-
hall, at Penzance, by Brother Richard Pearce,
P.G.S.W. for Cornwall. In October, of an Infir-
mary in Perth, by Brother Lord Kinnaird, P.G.M.
for Scotland. In December, the D.G.M. and his
Masons, assisted the Bishop of Ripon in laying the
foundation stone of a new Church at Leeds; and
at Warrington the Key-stone of a stupendous
Bridge was set by Brother Le Gendre N. %tarkm,
Esq., D.P.G.M., with the usual solemnities.

reee
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The testimonials to deserving Brethren were
also exoeed.i.nfgly numerous this year ; which is an
evident proof of the superior zeal and activity by
which the Fraternity have been distinguished ; and
the record is as honourable to the donors as to the
individuals whose Masonic exertions have been
thus rewarded. In Feb , & costly tea service
was presented to Brother the Lverend ir W. Dun-
bar, Bart., of Stoke-upon-Trent. In May, a jewel
to Brother R. H. Giraud, P.M. Grand Master’s
Lodge; and a medal to Brother L. Chandler, P.M.,
St. Paul's Lodge, London. In June, a Jewel to
Brother R. Mitchell, President of the Grand Stew-
ards’ Board ; another to Brother James Savage,
Treasurer ; and a third to Brother J. R. Bulmer,
Secretary to the same Board. In A‘gﬁ;uat, a silver
Goblet to Brother Jacob Keyser, W. M. Royal
Sussex Lodge, Bristol. In September, a silver
Snuff Box to Brother John Whitworth, Lodge ef
Tranquillity, Newchurch, Rossendale ; and a silver
Cup to Brother Aikenhead, Treasurer, Kilkenny
Lodge, Ireland. A Past Master’s Jewel to Brother
Tenison, of “ Fifty,” Dublin, from the Brethren of
Lodge 681. In October, a silver Candelabrum to
Brother Captain Maher, W.M., 327, Taunton; a
gilver Vase and Cover to Brother C. K. K. Tynte,
Esq., P.G.M., Somerset; a silver Medal to Brother
Wmn. Aitkin, of the Celtic Lodge, Edinburgh;
and a silver Tea Service to Brother Thos. Wright,
Victoria Lodge, Dublin. In December, a si%ver
Salver to Brother G. Goldsmith, Secretary, Wat-
ford Lodge; and a gold Medal to Brother John
Bigg, P.M., Moira Lodge, London.
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CHAP. 1IV.

History of Freemasonry during the Year 1837.

Durine the past year, the Grand Master, whose
services to the Craft have placed him in an elevated
%osition in that sacred depository, the heart of eve:

rother, was afflicted, as we have already seen, wit
a visitation that deprived him of his accustomed
enjoyments, and prevented his usual attendance on
the duties of the Grand Lodge, which could not
fail to suffer from his absence. It pleased the Al-
mighty Disposer of events to deprive His Royal
Highness of that precious blessing—his eye sight.
This visitation was increased by a return of an
asthmatic complaint under which he had suffered
for many years, that prevented him from enjoying
the greatest comfort bestowed on man—the luxury
of resting on a bed. The Royal sufferer endured
his pains and privations with exemplary fortitude
and magnanimity ; and even his afflictions added to
the popularity that always attended him ;* and in-

® Of which the following Address is an indisputable testi-
mony:

7 ¢ Dublin, 27th December, 1836.

“To His Royal Highness Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex,
Earl of Inverness, and Baron of Arklow, Right Worshipful Grand
Master of Freemasons in England.

“ The Address of the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of Ireland.

“We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officers,
and other Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, approach
your Royal Highness with joy and exultation at the boon granted
to the Masonic Craft, by the Great Architect of the Universe, at
whose creative fiat all things first were made ; who, in the glorions
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yreased .the enthusiasm with which!duid
ance in Grand Lodge, with renewed ' vision and

menifestation of his power, has again bestowed on ‘Rayul
Highness the light of this sublunary world, of which gmp
long deprived. .

« Ever mindful of the blessings dispensed by Him who said, 43
there be light, and there was light,’ who has withdrawn the ‘'wpsk of
darkness from your sightless orbs, as if it were His will the high
decree should {e kept perfect, and that your Royal Highness
inight be without blemish, and continue to inculeate the dfvine
astributps of faith, hope, and charity, into the hearts of the tmystic
raft, over whom you have so long presided with advantage te
em and credit to your Royal Highness.

: 4 We of the mystic Craft, in union with our British Brethren,
rejoice that the Mgaonic Star of Euﬁlﬂand hae again arisen into
noon-tide splendour, and that your Royal Highness can agait
behold the glorious light of day.

“That your Royal, Highness mey long continue to enjoy that
blessing for the good of the Masonic Order, aud the benefit 6f the
nation, is the fervent prayer of your Royal Highness’s Brethreln

in Ireland.”
(Signed)

Copy of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex’s Answer to tbo
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officexs, and
Members of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. - 1

My Lord Duke, most worshipful and highly esteeréd
Brother—I hasten to express to you, as Grand Master of Irelatdd
and through your Grace to the Brethren who compose the Grralfi
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ireland, my
ecknowledgments for the congratulatory Address with which you
have marked ‘and welcomed my restoration to the blessing .‘?&

++ Every true and faithful Mason must be ready at all times't
bend before the chastenipg hand of the Almighty, as well ag 16*
sdore and magnify his goodness and his mercy. . R

-# Puring the progress of my disorder, my heart was ¢heeréd a2
my sufferings were alleviated through the divine favour, by tHé'
cemsoling attentions as well as by the kind sympathy of m{j fifle,"
and now that the same gracious Providence has been 'pleasetl to°
ramove the veil of affliction, and to bring me back to the enjoy,
reet- of life’s ehoicest treasure, the happiness whith I enjoy 1§
imcreased in a tenfold proportion by the mumerous gnd ofhtE
Addresses which I am proud to have received from those 4HE Wett’
distant, as also from those who were near. ,

“ And aow, my Lord Duke, whilst the opportunity is thus
favorably afforded me as a Brother of onr ancient and yeperable
Order, I avail myself of it to communicate to your y Y
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smgvaied health, was greeted at the celebrhtivsref
dus birth«day on the 27th Jam 1837, byue
numerous and happy assemblage of Brethren; and
what -must have been. still more tifyinf to His
Royal Highness, by the constellation of fomale
rank and beauty which graced the galleries on that
memorable occasion. M

Long before the customary period for taking the
chair, every place at the dining tables, which %lled
the Hall at Freemasons’ Tavern,  was occupied by
the Craft; and by the time the illustrious guest
arrived, there might be reckoned a greater profu-
sion of Grand and Provincial Grangr collars and
decorations than we ever remembered to have secp
at one time assembled.

On the entrance of their illustrions Grand Master,
the Brethren testified by the most enthusiastic

entire satisfaction at hearing of the distinguished exertions whioh
yuu hadl made in the last Session of Parliament during the pro-
gress of a Bill in which the interests of our Fraternity in Ire!
were concerned. My unfortunate malady rendered me at that time
w incapable of seconding, as I otherwise most gladly woald
have done, both by my voice and my vote, your zealous exertionh|
nor did any one more sincerely rejoice than myself at their prou’
success . :

¢ In conclusion, I must further assure yoyr-Grace, that so long
a3 I shall continue to preside, by the wishes of my Brethren, oves
the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons in England as theil
GrandMaster, I shall always endeavour to promote, by dvery
means in my power, the best understanding, as well as to cemend
and strengthen the bonds of affection between the respective Gruid
Lodges of our Fraternity, and among all our Brethren in the three-
fold “division of that mighty Empire which is placed undew the
dominion of our Gracious Sovereign, who is at once a Brothes;
and the Patron of our Craft. 4
“ That you, my Lord Dake, the Grand Master, together with
all the Brethren under your rule and guidance, may lo? enjoy
every earthly blessing w{ich the Great Architeet of the Universe
can, w, is the sincere wish and fervent prayer of .
“ Your Grace's o

. “ Affectionate Bxother and sincere Friend, :
“(Signed) Avceustus FRRPERICK, G. MM

“ Holkham, 16th Dec., 1886:" . ) .

D
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laudits their gratification at his recovery, and pub-

ic re-union with the craft ; and he took his seat on
the right of the chairman, evidently affected as well
as gratified at the reception.

In announcing the toast, the chairman, C. J. K. Tynte, Esq., M. P.
*said that “he feft exceeding difficulty, from his incapacity to do
justice to its merits. He perhaps might have been the better able
to have fulfilled that duty, if he were not, in some measure, de-
terred from its full performance by the presence of the illustrious
individual who was its object. He could, however, declare to their
truly noble guest, that he felt, and was sure that every member of
the Craft felt, the most unfeigned gratification at his presence.
They had all prayed most earnestly for his recovery—they were
now as deeply grateful that their prayers had been realized.

“ The prayer of Masons, and of millions besides Masons, had
been received with favour, and we have now to celebrate the
anniversary of his birth-day; and may he long enjoy such meet-
ings as this. There breathes not a Mason that ever can forget the
benefits that he has conferred upon them. Let us remember that
suffering by illness, he did not forget us—he was never deterred
from furthering our interests. This is a theme on which, how-
ever, I must not dilate, because I feel that his noble and delicate
feelings could not approve all that I could utter in my gratitude ;
and ufso if I continued any longer, I should delay your own
expression of enthusiasm to the toast, which is to the health of
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, M.W.G.M., and many
many years ofg happiness to him.”—(long and continued cheers.)

The Royal Duke rose, evidently affected by the
reception he had experienced, and the recollection
of previous seasons of festivity and masonic inter-
course enjoyed in that Hall. )

Y rise,” said he, “ under considerable emotion; and hope, if
by any chance I should break down in my address, it may be at-
tributed to the extreme sensibility by which I am agitated. There
are such a variety of ideas forcing themselves upon my mind, that
it is difficult for me to arrange and select them; and I must
therefore take them as they present themselves, and follow them
out as their tide may direct. Sensations of a conflicting nature
blend together in my bosom-——gratitude and regret, sorrow and
enjoyment. In looking round upon this meeting, my first impres-
gion is that, in my own case, something like a miracle has been
wrought—by the blessing of Providence my sight has been re-
stored ; and most deeply do I feel the debt of gratitude I owe to
the Great Architect of the Universe for its restoration; and next
to that Divine power, to the worthy instrument by whose imme-
diate assistance the cure was wrought.. Mine is, however, still
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but a light obscure, the strength of which does not enable me to
discern the form of any individual, of that part of our community
who heighten the value of our proceedings by witnessing them
from the galleries, and add to our happiness by their presence.
This is a lesson to me, shewing me the value of what I have re-
gained, but admonishing me not to look further than I ought. I
am informed, there is hardly a lady in those %a.lleries, who is not
connected, by blood or sentiment, with some Brother Mason who
is present. In this they evince their participation in our happiness
and wishes. They come with us to the door of the Holy Temple ;
there they wait our return, and give us a cheerful and ready wel-
come when we join them again. Quite sure am I, after our
Masonic meetings, we are not the less welcome. Turning to those
by whom I am surrounded, I earnestly assure them that I feel
most sensibly their kindness in meeting me here this day; many
I know to their extreme inconvenience, and some have even left
their beds to meet me with congratulation. I feel the compliment
both as a Mason, and as a man. In reflecting on the occasion of
this Fraternal meeting, I cannot forget that its peculiar feature
is the celebration of my natal day, and that at my time of life,
and in my situation, I should be warned that the sun is going down,
and although I can look at it quietly, still it is a warning., And
looking round upon those who are here assembled to greet me, and
full as is the Hall, how many are the pleasant faces and warm
hearts that have passed away from among us, since I last met the
Craft on such an occasion, within the brief period of three years!
Darkness overtook me, but the light is restored, and I again
address you—to detail what my sufferings have been would be a
long story. He who presides over all vouchsafed his protection to
me; and this I tell you with thankfulness, that when the operation
was performed, and the beautiful flood of light burst upon me, most
forcibly was that emphatic expression of Holy Writ brought to my
recollection, the instant I regained my sight—‘ And God said let
there be light and there was light.””—Nor will the first objects I
beheld ever pass from my mind, they were the clouds and the sun-
shine; the sentiments they produced I will not attempt to describe,
because it is indescribable. I feel that I am greeted by many
kind faces; my calendar, however, reminds me that many a warm
heart and happy face that almost ever presented itself, are not now
here! That is painful to reflect upon; but they have met their
reward above. f have now occupied the chair of Grand Master
twenty-five years, and am arrived at that age when the recollection
of sixty becomes lost in the encounters of sixty-five; but I feel,
nevertheless, that my heart is as young, and as warm as ever;
and as long as it retains your trust, t{our esteem, your confidence,
and your affection, the last drop that flows from that heart shall
be devoted and delegated to dyou. (Long continued cheers.) The
worthy Brother who proposed my health said that, even in sick-
ness { had not fi en the interests of the Craft; but my regret
was ever that I could not be more actively engaged in the service

p 2
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of {Fr ; add most-of: adl ' I Iaineke st Traould am
a. the, M-W.G. M, for Ireland, the Duke of Lei ape of 1ha

ost active and honest of Masons, in his successful efforts to ste-,
vét'h ban being placed on our Brethren in that cmﬁi;t;,'ﬂ 6kt
byuity e ias nudoubted as yoars. You have slways mlortedime

i ﬁq dence and kindness—I think I may say that,]. pogn¢s
dbnsed them, at least willingly I never did—to err is™ —
aftid Whehevet an erroris known to be involuntary, it sﬂodmm

boetoosedl; 'E have come amongst you with feelings of -gratitwde

dntemsp anxjety ; but they almost unman me. The dépafinm
[ ?m?-canses 3\ awful bla’;xk; and so many other ideas press
Bt 'mé: ? ‘His

such as the remembrance of the great good tha
bean (effeeted in this roem; the spirit of intelligehce that' iy
53 in, advanced—by which vice has been grevenﬁed; and. 1p¢ e
add also, that no social virtue has been neglected. The entrgnce
inté such l:eglace where such principles reign, causes a holy séri-
eRion,; whi es that good actions and good works are Wless-
ings flowing from the comprehensive examination of Masonry.
May the Great Architect of the Universe instil into the hegrt of
évery Mdson a deep sense of his might and mercy. :
/441 whnll thus- close my address to you, invoking His bledsityg
yHon Fou @ll—and when it shall come to your tura to be;calied
away, may. you feel that hope which every well-regulated mind cap
a‘loi& rely upon.” ;”‘l/
TR . . -
»5, Lo, .impression made on the meeting waa:in
riect; harmony with the address, and was nedii-
Igsted by the utmost attention, and with one:on twe
pxoephions, a-marked avoidance of approbatory in-
Aerruptions ; and the d:ﬁa,rture of His Royal High-
ness- was marked by the same demonstrations. of
respact and attachment that greeted him' on . his
oyl Lo v
o1nfnshopoun of this happy recovery, addresses were
farwardad. from the Craft in every part of the kin
stomn.... The high respect and veneration in whie
the Royal, Duke was held by the Fraternity, was
;oW manifested by the universal exciteméns. which
ipravailed ;amongst the Brethren, and the enthusi-
otin. prpressions of joy with; which his restoration
ho gight wep hajled.. Their. ¢onfidenqe -inv: his: e,
B telant, and his affation for the order, haq ndver
vHepn\ questiqned ;- but xecant. avepts had itamded: it
sthubey proclgimed. ini Jangnage and in deeds; Which



OF FREEMAPINRY. 68

madd an indelible intgrossion: on His Royal-Hi
#éady densitive nature!’ 'Fnéemasqm'yhzgg’ﬁﬁzﬁga od?
unider ‘Bis ‘active superintendence, & dignified Pogly
tion, which commanded the respect ofseriotyand
thfnking men amongst all classes of'the'got’g‘;t?fgéz N
and his persevering care, throughout such.a JeRgths
efaed: -period of time, has beecome almost idemtified
with ‘tts’ prosperity and reputation. "The B!
Wer not satisfied with a simple expression of
gnatitnde to the Almighty for his goodness.in wed
stoting’ their beloved ruler and chief, ‘bitt 3 ptthife
testimonial was in progress, which ripened iptq) s
lnrvest,.e(i’ually honourable to themselves, andso
the royal object of their love and estepm. " “3%
" "At” the "March Quarterly Communication,’, 3
motion. was. made by Brother Lythgoe, materizlly
affecting the principle of Art. vi. %ﬁe 19 of "the
Constitutions. Brothers Philipe, Bell, ‘Saugster,
Mce Gillivray, and Crucefix, severally expressed their
o{;ini‘ans against the proposed motioni.; whiehi kvas
ultizeately withdrawn. Some other 'ndtibesef
motion were offered, but the time havixg’dlapded,
they could not be reeeived; and' it'was-intinkated
féomi ‘the throne, that in future all notices'of Wetieh
must ecome through the Comimittés.'of -Masters.
-Ohe :of these notices was to the -foHowitiy Jofiget
«That the state of the Funds of the Royal T#ée-
masons’ School for Female' Children b’ takén!Into
consideration at the next Quarterly Oomimusivation,
with' a view that the financial' diishltiéd of.ithilt
‘Tustitution may be relieved bglthq @yhhd Toldgeh

.. A SubOommittee of the:frierdd of the Asyluth
fov:aged md decayed Freemasons, which!wis held
‘avky ity theigpring of: this year, annotmved that the
Hesign'i was 'prog g fhvourdbly:' The ‘1l dt
iwhis! poriod; i appéared o' full -of "béwevelente' amd
-good-will ko' imah that it wad sAgety patronized By
the Frakernity it every:part:of the globe. - In'India

o
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and South Africa appeals were made by the con-
stituted authorities in its behalf; and at the Cape
of Good Hope, the following circular was distri-
buted amongst the Craft :

¢ It having been proposed, by our Brethren in England, to erect
and endow an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, a sub-
scription has been opened, under the sanction of the Right W.
Prov. Grand Master, for the voluntary contributions of South
Africa, in aid of that desirable object. Subscriptions will be
received by the Hon. J. B. Ebden, and W. Gadney, Esq., Cape
Town; and by W. M. Edye, Esq., Graham’s Town. By order of
the R. W. Prov. G. Master.”

In this year our Royal Patron King William
IV. paid the debt of nature, after a brilliant
Masonic career of half a century. He was initiated
in the Prince George Lodge, No. 102, and raised to
the third degree on the 13th of March 1786; and
two years afterwards enrolled himself 8 Member of
the Prince of Wales’'s Lodge. In 1790 His
Royal Highness was constituted Patron of Royal
Arch Masons, on the demise of the Duke of
Cumberland, his Uncle; and in 1792 served the
office of Junior Warden in the above Lodge ; the
Duke of York being Senior Warden; and the
Prince of Wales, V&orshipful Master. Later in
life he succeeded to the Chair of the Lodge;*
and when he ascended the Throne of these Realms,
signified his gracious pleasure to become the Grand
Patron of the Order. His Majesty contributed
to the Masonic Schools, and other benevolent
Institutions; and His Royal Consort, Queen
Adelaide, liberally supported the Female Charity,
of which she allowed herself to be nominated the
Patroness. His Royal Highness the Grand Master,
in a speech before the Grand Lodge, thus
dcech.ﬁbes his Royal Brother’s attachment to the

raft.

Tee Preston’s Illustrations, 14th and 15th editions, p. 416. *
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“In the character of a Mason our noble King shone fortly in
splendour, Young and enthusiastic, when he first wore the
Apprentice Apron, he has often declared that the moral impres-
sion made upon him at his initiation never could be effaced; -ant-
it may safely be affirmed, that the principles of our blessed Order,
were 80 firmly fixed in his upright mind, that they tended to
make clear what without them might have been difficult. As a
Brother in Masonry, he acted as a faithful Craftsman; as a
Master of his Lodge he protected its interests; and as Patron
of the Order, he shed a lustre around it the more brilliant from:
his private conduct, than from the regal splendour which emana.
ted from the crown he wore.”

The Grand Master moved an address of condo-
lence to the Queen Dowager on this melancholy
event; and of congratulation to Queen Victoria on
her accession to the Throne. And after His Royal
Highness had retired, Brother Crucefix moved, and
Brother Moran seconded an address of condolence
to the Grand Master, which was unanimously

ed to. Similar addresses were presented from,
the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland. ,

All this time the institutions for educatin
clothing, and ap({)renticing the orphan children of,
indigent decease Brethren, continued to flourish
and increase ; affording an unobjectionable evidence
of the general tendency of Freemasonry, by the
blessings which were conferred upon these destitute
children, thus rescued from calamity and perhaps
crime; and furnished with the means of securing
and maintaining a position in society, that, even
their parents, they lived, would have been,
unable to effect. Some judicious arrangements, in
behalf of these Schools, were made at the Quarterly
Communication in June, at the earnest recommen-
dation of the Grand Master, which received the
sanction of the Grand Lodge.

A most interesting exhibition of the Children
took place on the day when our beloved Queen
attained her majority. They were assembled in
the School-room to appear before the Governors,
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who have not yet had the advantage of initiation.
Whether we look towards the North or the South,
or extend our view from East to West, the pros-
ect is equally satisfactory. The true spirit of
reemasonry is at work, and gratifying consequences
will crown her labours.

The Quarterly Communication in December,
being the first occasion of a new election of Grand
Officers sincc the Grand Master's happy restora-
tion to the light of Heaven; it was numerously
attended, and Brother Moran moved the nomina-
tion of, His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex,
as most Worshipful Grand Master for the ensuing
year. In doing so he said it would ill become him
to endeavour to describe, in the manner they
deserved, the Masonic virtues and urbane conde-
scension of their present Grand Master. It had
been said by a character of antiquity of one of the
purest and most virtuous men of his day, when
another attempted his eulogy—*“why praise? 'Who
has ever blamed?” If it was necessary any where
to speak to the feelings of men, in order to induce
their good wishes towards the Duke of Sussex,
here, at least, in this Grand Lodge, such necessity
could not exist.

Several discussions had taken place this year on
the subject of the Laws of NFa,sonry; -some of
which were described as useless, and others were
not strictly observed. In the Freemasons’ Quar-
terly Magazine, we find a very sound remark on
one particular article of our constitutions; viz.,
“that no Brother shall speak twice to the same
question, unless in explanation, or the mover in
reply. Our attention has been called in a forcible
manner, byseveral correspondents, to this article,
which, in itself, is a clause very essential to the
"promotion of order; and its violation, or even the
“ragion of its spirit, has an inconvenient, if not
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an unupleasant effect. There are many persons who
would be well disposed, and even desirous of offer-
ing an opinion upon current questions, but are

revented by the time and attention of Grand

e being pre-occupied. We do not hesitate &

say that the time of Grand Lodge is wasted when-
ever any deviation from the wholesome statute is
permitted. Masonic Law embraces all that ig
necessary of a moral and equitable power; we want
nothing more, and nothing wanting, would rather
not have what does not agree with the spirit of
our code.”

To this it may be iroier to add, that all
interruptions by those who have already addressed
a Lodge, are indecent towards the Brethren, and
disrespectful towards the W orshipful Master. They
substitute confusion for order, and not only prevent
truth from being elicited, but tend to conhpme the
ideas; and thus prevent the Members from arriving
at a just and beneficial conclusion.

Tl':e Grand L began about this time, to en-
tertain the idea of forming a Masonic Library.
The notion is excellent, not merely because it wrﬁl
furnish the Brethren with the means of access to
‘all Masonic publications, but as it forms an une-
(gﬁvocal expression, on the part of the rulers of
the Craft, that the day is gone by which prohibits
the use of the pen; and that the publication of
works on Freemasonry, judiciously written, promises
to be of great utility. By this means meritorious
conduct is displayed and receives its recompense in
the approbation of the Brethren ; while indifference
and neglect is roused and warmed into industry b
the details of flourishing Lodges ; and of the ad):
miration of mental reward which are sure to attend.
the exercise of Masonic zeal and activity. This
expression may be hailed by the Brethren with joy ;
becanse it precludes all prohibition against a pub{ic



-] ‘BTORY: :

discusgion of the gemeral les of -Miasonry;
ided the wnterge;ossessmm tact, fo ‘steer
clear of any innovation on our peculiar rites and
eavemonies; and abetain from printing swehi- privawe -
transactions of his Lodge, as it might bé pmdent
tq withold.
* ‘A formal motion for pledging the Grand  Yodge
o0 the support of the A;;f:xﬁl for aged and décayed
ursuant to notice, was made by Dr.
Cmeeﬁx ‘the greasnrer the following eommumca—
tion from the Grand Master having been previously
repd. |
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whidH it oy t[ty to secure from future wants, b eir
prhni—ht'fuu& eqak] to their present expendxture Suck o(ﬁect
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the projected Institution ; because it furnished an
answer to that frequent enquiry of the Provincial
Brethren, whether the measure had the sanction of
the Masonic Authorities, or whether it was a mere
private speculation ? From this period donations
and subscriptions increased ; and the well-wishers
of the charity emjoyed the pleasing anticipation,
that the benevolent design would now be carried
into a speedy and efficient operation. A list of the
subscribers was published, and a code of regulations
circulated amongst the Fraternity.

“ That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious,
but aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum
to receive him within its sanctuary.

“That a donation of Fifty Guineas and upwards, shall render
the donor eligible to be proposed as a Vice-President.

“ That a donation of Twenty Guineas, shall constitute a Life
Governor.

“That a donation of Ten Guineas shall comstitute a Life
Subscriber.

“ That Two Guineas annually constitute a Governor.

“That One Guinea annually shall constitute a Subseriber.

“ That Fifty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privi-
lege of a Life Governor so long as the Lodge shall exist.

“ That Twenty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to a like
privilege for twenty-five years.

¢ That Ten Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privilege
of a Subscriber for fourteen years.

““ ApprESs.—The object of the contemplated Asylum is simple
—to provide that shelter and support, in his latter days, for the
worthy aged and decayed Freemason, which nearly all other classes
have already done for those connected with their happier hours,
dependent on their benevolence.

“It would be unnecessary to say any thing in support of such
a charity, to a body with whom the exercise of that virtue, in its
most boundless extent, is a primary obligation. Its friends and
ﬁojecto!s utterly disclaim all idea of interference with the existing

asonic Charities, but they simply urge this as the crowning stone
of the edifice, as the sacred ark in which those who have, in better
times, contributed to the support of these two admirable Institutions,
may themselves, should the dark hour of distress come, find refuge
and succour.

‘“While England abounds in Homes of Benevolence for the
distressed, it appears a strange anomaly that the aged and decayed
Freemason alone, is without this cheering prospect—an anomaly
rendered more striking from the fact that no body of men has higher

~onage, richer members, or more benevolent objeots:”
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During this period the Provinces were gaini
strength by the appointment of efficient Provincia
Grand Masters; and as their duties became more
exemplified by practice, the Brethren increased in
zeal, by the efficacy of their example. Aectivity on
the part of the presiding Officers, always produces
energy and emulation amongst the Members. In
Oxfordshire for instance, the seat of learning and
science, Freemasonry had previously made but a
slow and partial progress, although the Brethren
were not deficient in those requisites by which
stren%th and consistency are to be acquired. But
the absence of a master mind, invested with autho-
rity to fan the glowing embers into a flame, caused
a general listlessness which rendered individual
energy incapable of producing that reformation in
the construction of the Lodges, which is the mark
of a healthy moral state. ‘

To remedy this defect, the Grand Master, with his
usual tact, nominated to the office of P.G.M. for
Oxford, one of the best and most influental Brethren
of the Order, the D.G.M. of England, Lord John
Churchill, who was installed in that city, and ap-

ointed his assistant officers with great judgment.
?n his Address after Installation, his Lordship
made a few very useful observations, which some of
his Brethren, who hold a similar office in other
Provinces, would do well to treasure up in their
minds. He said “that there existed no record
whatever of any former meetings of the Grand
Lodge, and that to prevent any excuse for further
neglect, he should present them with the nece

books to emter their proceedings—without duae
order and regularity, continued his Lordship, little
good can be effected ; but with two such Lodges as
are now existing in Oxford, I look forward with
the greatest expectation. I have been bred in a
service where tge printed regulations are clearly
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Lodge of St. David’s, Edinburgh. As every thing
connected with this distinguished individual is of
interest to society at large, it will be necessary to
go somewhat into detail on such a memorable oceasion
to Freemasonry. The Magistrates of Glasgow,
Gorbals, Calton, and Anderton, were in attendance,
as well as the entire élite of the country, and the
Brethren of numerous Lodges, who were formed
into a general procession, protected by troops of the
9th Lancers, and the 42nd regiment of foot, from
the Court Hall to St. George's Square, the site of
the intended column. The Brethren, clothed in
full masonic costume, and decorated with official
and honorary jewels, marched four abreast ; each
Lodge being preceded by a band of music, and re-
cognised by its appropriate banner. The proceed-
in%;}v;vere conducted with extraordinary regularity.
“ When the Junior Lodge arrived at the entrance
of St. George’s Square it halted, and opened right
and left, and so on with the other Lodges in succes-
sion, according to their seniority, in order to allow
the Grand Lodge of Scotland to advance to the site
of the monumental column. On arriving, the
Grand Master proclaimed silence, and the Rev.
Dr. Mc Leod mounted a temporary rostrum erected
for the occasion, and offered up an eloquent and
impressive prayer. After whicﬂ the ceremony of
laying the foundation-stone was completed, with the
usual masenic benediction.

The Grand Master (the Lord Provost) caused the
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary to deposit
the Iapers and coins in the cavity of the stone, the
band playing ¢ Great Lights to shine,” during
which the stone was let down with three re
stops. The Grand Master, with the Sub-Grand
Master, and Grand Wardens before them, then
assed down to the stone, the Grand Master on the
East, the Grand Wardens on the West, when the
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" ....xrand Master said, “ Right Worshipful Sub-Grand
-caster, you will cause the various implements to be
~splied to the stone, in order that it may be laid in
.iz8 bed according to the rules of architecture.”

- __he Sub-Grand Master having then ordered the

—crVardens to do'their duty,

. 'The usual interrogatories were made as follows :—
. +3.. Grand Master.—* Right Worshipful Sub-Grand

«¢-/Aaster, what is the proper Jewel of your office

.-~Answor —* The Square.

« « “Have you applied the Square to those parts
., f the stone that should be square?” Answer.—
. “I have Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the

. Oraftsmen have done their duty.”

", Grand Mastor.—“ Right Worshipful Senior

... Grand Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your
T ooffice ?”  Answer.— The Level.

7. “Have you applied the Level to the stone?”
* " Answer —* I have Most Worshipful Grand Master,
- and the Craftsmen have done their duty.”

7" Grand Master—* Right Worshipful Junior
" Grand Warden, what is tfe proper Jewel of your

** office™ Amswer.—The Plumb.”

" “Have you applied the Plumb to the several

" edges of the stone?! Answer.—I have Most

orshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen have
done their duty.”

The Grand Master then said, « Having full con-
fidence of your skill in the Royal Art, it remains
with me now to finish our work.” He then gave
three knocks on the stone, and said, “ May this
undertaking be conducted and completed by the
Craftsmen according to the grand plan, in Peace,
Love, and Harmony.”—The music thereafter play-
ing, “On, my dear Brethren,” during which the
cornucopia and cups, with the corn, wine and oil, were

iven to the Sub-Grand Master, and the Senior and
unior Grand Wardens. These they delivered to
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the :Grand Master, in turn, who sproad ‘the:<¢om,

[ PR NS

the wine, and the oil on the stone, and progoanced
the Grand Benediction— May corn, winei asd. eil
and all the necessaries of life, abound amibiestimen
throtghout, the world, and may the blesaing, of /the
Supreme Grand Architect of the Univorszﬁn.npm
this ‘undertaking, and may it be preservell to'‘the
latest ages, in order that it may promote the. views
for .which this monument is to ge erected.™: .1 The
Band then played the “ Mason's Anthem,”™ atyd the
Grand Master returned to the platform. The music
baving ceased, the assembly was addressed by the
P.G:M., who said,— "

“Principal Macfarlane and Gentlemen. We have performed an
act which, while it honours the dead, at the same time honpurs
the living. By erecting a monument to de; genius, we Jeave
to our posterity a tangible proof that the generations .among
whom Sir Walter Scott lived were in so far worthy of him, that
ﬂxi{ could appreciate his merit. 'We have been doing what, mere
perhaps than any other act, helps society forward in the road.of
social improvement. Every monument erected to a %n{: and
good man, is an ever fresh moral lesson to the public. ~We have
been doing what tends to cement society—in all that. epngerns
mMen—in the matters of public and domestic life—in the ¢
uf this world and the hopes of the next. There are, and in oinr
tiature there ever must be, a diversity of opinions and . DS
Experience seems to teach, that in the society where, the e, ATE

ost freely expressed—where men most freely emulate eaqﬁﬁ éﬁqr

endeavours to promote their favourite views—the grealest dis:
coveries are made, and the greatest actions are performed.  But
ivalry and emulatien alienate men and cultivate the lgss apmiable
assions. It is good, therefore, to seize on all those om
sthich: icom Te-unite’ us .in that Jove which is one of the best detti:
?Wu: of gur_nature  ;and, what occasion can there be sotwell fitted
for this purpose, as when men of ever{ creed and every; opini
Which divide society, unite in common homage to the meﬁ%ﬁ'
some distinguished fellow-citizen. Their common
taaohes them thaf, however widely they may differ, thep atilljave
e common nature, and that their points of resemmn}q
m& Jﬁa‘?ig noblest about them. There could not be d
ibrd ‘adtnivhbly constituted - Tor ipreducing / this - desiralle”
that he, gtept, man whase memory . we-mesk/to. jhyoin

8 whi wyill_livfnv_ith the nation’s ’]ﬁ?
o ‘tp''btrife ; they are pictures of Mfe,
me gathery 40 detive enjoyurent. ! 1df-
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of | character,. as well as the fertility of i entign

-..Lﬂg:f'f :{Wm the of moting :and efpressidg aiie

hed
lartl v
@"ﬁb\ﬂ’ ‘Wost fire-sides—from the living inmates 'of who
chinnelodey; civelew his eharacters were drawn—oan Feél ‘aii@
3 idawiz.with napture. We have sat at table with-—ve barg
% ‘hands with—we have quarrelled and been friends wi
mmﬁe Dinmonts, his Cuddie Headriggs, and last, tho:

_ tasp]ent; i his Bailie Nical Jarvies. There can be no

trath of his portraits so strong and credible as ours. (B fis
?s.”ﬁ-pm those less familiar with his prototypes that testiny
fifdst be borne of the power and originality of his genius. Itf}g:
bebd left ta posterity to bear this testimony. Alreadly Big/
habybben echoed back to us by distant lands, in which a différenstlyy
constituted society judges as impartially of his merits as the Jates}
poaterity will be able to do. It must be pardoned us'if we
indhlge in a feeling of self-gratulation, that, while every anxd
has been expressed to pay a tribute to the memory of Sir- Wy
Scott, Glasgow has been first to realize the honourable intention,
He has deserved it at our hands—his heart and imagination were
wedded to the old chivalrous times—and “{let no man has delinea-
ted with a more graphic hand, the peculiarities of the founders
of that state of society in which we of this country live—the
originators of that self-reliance and persevering enterprize whig
has'changed the face of the whole country around us, and which
will change it to something nobler and better still. Gentlemes,,
feturn my sincere acknowledgments to all who have assisted me
i disrznrge of this pleasing and important dli?. To the
Byethren of the Grand Lodge: to the Committee of Management
fo the M embers of the various Public Bodies who have favoured us
with their company: to the whole of my Fellow Citizens, ﬁf\%

#hoin solemnities like this draw closer the cords of love, first

by more onerous, and therefore, more anxious tiés: to all,"
manument, when completed, must be an inter.esting o,bjecﬁ.,, Jf'xo
e it must be eminently so, from the gratifying recpllections 3t
wﬁtl ever awaken in my mind.” .
* The very Rev. Principal Macfarlane  refiinié
thanks in an appropriate speeeh ; at the eomclusion
of' which the band struck up the Mason's Anthen
aud the Brethren moved off to theif reapeotiye
Lodge-rooms. : : S e
+In - other parts of Beotland -the ‘Brethren ~were
éfually active and zealous; and took & part in A
public. works.. At. Aberdeen.the foundation. stene
ofthie- Marischal Colloge was laid . with Mason
Epnqurs, by the Duke of Richmond. The Brethi;
of the Operative Lodge .at- Dundes assembled. An
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Enocession at Carnousie to open the Royal Vietoria
ilway. At Dumfries, the Provincial Lodges, to
the number of twelve, under the direction of the
D.P.G.M. were convened to assist at the ceremonial
of laying the foundation stone of St. Mary’s Church ;
and about the same time several Lodges assembled
under the proper authorities, to lay the first stone
of the new Harbour at Stotfield Point.

This year was also distinguished by an important
petition from Western India, which shews the
anxiety of our Colonial Brethren to augment the
influence of Freemasonry in those distant provinces
of the empire. The object of the petition was to
induce His Royal Highness the Grand Master, to
constitute a Grand Lodge for those parts, and
appoint a District Grand Master, with power to
nominate his Officers ; and also Special Deputies
for the more remote parts of the extensive province
of North Western India; and to legislate generally
for the benefit of Masonry there. This would
undoubtedly be beneficial to Freemasonry, and
lead to the most gratifying results; inasmuch
* a8 in the absence of competent authorities, the
Brethren in situations remote from the Mother
Lodge, are apt to relapse into apathy and indiffe-
rence, from an apprehension that their iroceedings
might not be in strict accordance with the con-
stitutions of the order; besides the disadvantage
which arises from the want of an authorized leader,
who is duly qualified to direct and influence the
general affairs which unite the individual Lodges
of a district with each other, and Eromote e
unanimity of sentiment and action which is essential
to the welfare and prosperity of any public institu-
tion. At a subsequent Quarterly Communication of
Grand Lodge, the Grand Master announced, that
in consideration of the above petition, it was his
intention to place those Provinces under the care of



OF FREEMASONRY. 71

the Grand Registrar, with power to nominate a
Deputy Grand Master, and other Officers, until His
Royal Highness shall appoint his own immediate
representative, The intelligence was received in
India with the greatest satisfaction.

In the month of February, the D.P.G.M. for
Dorset, laid the first stone of a new Guildhall at
Weymouth, with Masonic honours, after an appro-

iate sermon by the Rev. Willoughby Brassey,
%.C. In May a convocation of the Brethren was
holden at Wakefield, by the Earl of Mexborough,
P.G.M., for the purpose of laying the foundation
stone of the New Exchange in that populous and
improving town; at Sidmouth the first stone of a
new Pier was deposited in the name of the Princess
Victoria, by the Rev. Dr. Carwithen, D.P.G.M.
The Masons of Bath, although not solicited to assist
in the ceremonial of laying the foundation stone of
an obelisk intended to commemorate the day when
the Princess attained her majority, determined, by
a public dinner, to display their attachment to the
reigning family, and as a demonstration of respect
to that member of it who is heir apparent to the
throne. In August the fraternity assembled at
Northampton, to assist in levelling the foot stone
of a new Church, in All Saints Parish, which was
deposited by the Marquis of Northampton; and at
Birmingham the same ceremony was performed at
the commencement of Bishop ﬁyder’s Church, by
the Bishop of Worcester, and N. L. Torre, Esq.
D.P.G.M. of free and accepted Masons for War-
wickshire.

Several testimonials to meritorious Brethren
distinguished this year. In January a snuff box
was presented to Brother James Burns, L.L.D.,
F.R.S., P.G.M. for the Western Provinces of India ;
in March a silver tankard to Brother Provost
Rutherford, of St. Andrew’s Lodge, Scotland; in
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April a silver vase to Brother Dr. Burns, previousl
to his departing for India; and a valuable wwc{
and case to Brother Peter Thompson, of the Lodge
of Instruction, London. In May a silver cup to
Brother W.P. Norris, Grand Steward’s Log ;
and a silver salver to Brother Eales White, of the
Lodge of Unanimity, Taunton. In June a silver
waiter and tea service to Brother Thomas Brutton,
- Stafford ; and in December a silver cup to Brother
Dr. James Rattray, Kilwinning Lodge, Glasgow; a
silver medal to Brother the Rev. James Norval, St.
Peter’s Lodge, Montroge, and a silver snuff box to
Brother M. H. Bracken, Masonic Lodge, 642,
M%lh“m& tails cannot fail fo be gratifyi :

. These details cannot fail to ifying to .
lover of the ancient science. &Tl.mn :% obs::z
wealth, rank and talent combining to confer homous
op an institution of universal benevolence ;:amd
“ the great ones of the earth” clad in the b of
innocence, and united in the bond of friendship-
with worthy men in the inferior classes of sbdretyy
tg trace wisdom and to follow virtue ; we no lengér -
fear for the stability of this great and efficient:
smme for promoting the interests of morality and.
scignce. i s
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o CHAP. V. |
v it ¥Rbtbry of Fyeemasonry in the Year 1838.

+An.oor historical notices of Freemasonry -con-
nected with the present times, it is necessary to.
reaord the progress of the science in every yuhtiih
of the globe. To confine our observations to our
ommvoountry, would be to circumseribe the Order
within very narrow limits, becamse Masonry is'
univevesl in its operation. And though it is freely
ablmmitted that 1ts energies appear in ‘superior:
abtividy amon%?t ourselves of the United Kingdom,
yql!its branches, spreading to -distant parts ‘bf'
thetglobe, bad, and blossom, and disé)lay healthy'
talens 'of an abundance of sound and wholesome’
fruis, . ' To these our attention must be directed,
aboar feelings are highly interested in their behalf,
because the pure principles of the OCraft are
observed to be gradually developing themselves in
transactions, which combine great public and
private usefulness. At the commencement of the
year 1838, the Montego Bay Friendly Lodge, in
Jamaica, distingnishe(% itself by a public display
of much interest to the community, and of
essential benefit to the Lodge. At the annual
inauguration of the Officers, a procession was
formed to Church, and a sermon was preached by
the Rev. Brother Lawson, for the benefit of the
Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons; after
which the sum of £50. was collected. The
Brethren adjourned to dinner, and many benevolent
E

-~
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speeches were delivered ; while peace and harmony
reigned throughout the entire proceedings. The
day’s entertainment, from the impressive, orderly,
and correct performance of the ceremo-
nies and duties, must form a striking evidence
to the inhabitants, of the benefits arising from
Freemasonry ; as the Brethren subscribed liberally
to further the objects of an Institution at so great
a distance, that they could scarcely expeect to
participate in the advantages of its operation.

Such meetings as these, where sacred charity
is blended with social mirth, and the mutual in-
terchange of benevolent feelings; do indeed shew
Freemasonry in its true light, as an institation
which fosters and improves the best affections of
our nature; and carries into active operation the
favourite maxim of the wisest and most holy of be-
ings—*“do unto others as you would have them do
to you.”

The provinces in our own country shewed this
year a considerable degree of activity. Grand meet~
ings were holden in every part of the united king-
dom, attended by the rich and talented, the nobility
and clergy, as well as the more humble brethren
who sweffiyout our ranks by their numbers, respecta-
bility, and moral worth. In many instances pro-
cessions were used, which bore a character of impos-
ing splendour unknown to the fraternity fifty years
ago. The great improvements which have taken

%a.ce in the Masonic costume and appointments are
ﬁighly judicious, and shew a disposition in our ru-
lers to advance progressively with the times in
display, as well as in science and benevolence. And
in those instances where processions have been
deemed necessary, the proceedings have borne an
snimated and decorous character, that clearly evihces
the decided interest with which Freemasonry is
regarded in the present day; not only by the bre-
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thren, but by those who profess to view our trans-
actions with doubt, jealousy, or curiosity; and.
deliberate with themselves on the propriety and
prudence of joining our ranks. There are indeed,
many uninitiated persons, who, while they outwardly
affect to regard the order with indifference, actually
take a very great interest in its proceedings, and;
watch our motions with a scrutinizing eye. To all
such persons the activity of our Provincial Lodges,
openly displayed, presents a favourable view of the
craft ; and as in most cases, the unimpeachable
conduct of the brethren exemplifies their profession,
we are at no loss to account for the rapid increase,
both in numbers and respectability, which have;
(sltarengthened and improved the Order in the present

Y.
It is quite clear that a great moral revolution
has been effected in the public mind, respecting
the science of Freemasonry. The mists of preju-.
dice which floated before the eyes of our forefathars,
and occasioned feelings and impressions unfavonr-
able to the Craft, have been cleared away by
the undisguised record of our social meetings;
and suspicions which were formerly indulged

inst us, for want of Masonic information,
which has been recently furnished freely, are no
longer allowed to operate to our disadvantage.
Hence those who regarded Freemasonry with feel-
ings allied to horror and disgust, now look on it
with indulgence; and many of its prejudiced,
opposers have joined its ranks; and laud the
Institution which was once a stumbling block and
an object of detestation. Such is the present
influence of our noble Order. Let the Brethren
be careful to defend the ancient landmarks, and to
adorn the science by the practice of moral virtue;
and soon Freemasonry w1ﬁ cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea.

E2
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We have now arrived at an epoch in Masonry.
The subseriptions were completed for presenting a
trophy to the Grand Master, on his having occu-
pied the throne of the Grand Lodge for a quarter
of a cemtury; a fact unexampled in the %mtory
of Masonry, and the offering being ready for
presentation, the Brethren assembled numerously
at Freemasons Hall, to celebrate the Grand Fes-
tival, at which the ceremony was to take place.
Nearly five hundred Brethren were present. His
Royal Highness occupied the throme, being in
excellent health and spirits. When the routine
business was disposed of, Lord John Churchill rose
and expressed himself as follows :—

“] am quite icompetent to do justice to the toast which I
am about to ofter. I shall therefore content myself by proposing
to you the health of our M.W.G.M., an individual whom no
eulogy of mine can affect, and who has so kindly presided qver
us for a quagter of a century.” .

His Lordship then read the following address of
the Committee of the Masonic Offering :

“To His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke
of Sussex, K.G., &c., &c., &c., most Worshipful Grand
Master of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons of England.

Most Worshipful Sir,

“We, a Committee of the Brethren associated for the purpose
of presenting a votive offering to their Grand Master, respectfully
approach your Royal Highness to express the feelings, and to
fulfil the wishes of the great body of Masons whom we represent.

“For them, Sir, and for ourselves, we fervently acknowledge
the deep debt of gratitude due to your Royal Highness from the
Craft ofp England. 'We do honour to ourselves in thus publicly
proclaiming the truth and the boast, that the illustrious Prince,
who, during the twenty-five years now rolled by, has ruled the
order by its own free choice, has rendered to Masonry services
unparalleled in its history.

‘¢ For the high social rank which the Fraternity now holds in
this country—for the absolute exclusion from our peaceful temple
of those divisions, religious and political, by which men are
elgewhere distracted—for our increased and increasing prosperity

and we glory in the recollection how much we owe to your
- Highness. The events of the last quarter of a century,
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afford a bright example to other countries, and to future times,
how perfectly, under a wise, benevolent, and zealous rulef; the
freedom of our Institutions may consist with the preservation d¢f
union and discipline, the happiness of our Members, and, the
promotion of all those high interests which are the, great olpecu
of Freemasonry. A
-- 4 In testimony of the deep sense which we and owr Brother
Subscribers entertain of the obligations which we owe, in cpmmen
with every member of the Order, we pray your Royal Highness
to be pleased to accept the work of art which is now before us.
It will, we are persuaded, derive value in your Royal Highnpss's
estimation, from the circumstance, that in this offering of grati-
tude, Masons of all ranks and in all countries have concurr'e?.
Towards this grateful object, contributions have spontaneously
flowed from Brethren far and near; in Lodges, and as ihdividunals,
from the Provincial Grand Master to the entered Apprentice,
from the British Isles to the farthest parts of the world. The
sentiments which the Brethren entertain towards your Royal
Highness, have proved to be as universal as the principles which
they are taught to profess.

““To preserve some record of these sentiments, and the occasion
and mode of their expression, we have embodied, in print, a
statement of the circumstances attending this offering. And we
further pray your Royal Highness to accept this copy of the little
volume from which the future historian may learn hoy strong and
h ow just are the feelings by which we are animated towards our
illustrious Grand Master.

¢ Finally, and in the heartfelt consciousness that in this prayer
every good Mason will unite, we supplicate the Great Architect
of the universe, that the favours of Heaven may be continued to
him who has so well deserved them; and that your Royal High-
ness may long rule, in health and happiness, over a grateful and
united Brotherhood.

‘ Freemasons’ Hall, 25th April, a. L. 5842.”

The offering was raised upon an elevation be-
hind the chair, and covered with a white cloth.
The recess in which it was placed was hidden with
purple cloth, and a vast body of light was thrown
upon the spot. When his Lordship presented the
little volume descriptive of the offering, to His
Royal Highness, Brothers Crucefix and Norris,
who supported the drapery, suddenly withdrew it,
and the offering burst into view amidst general
approbation. rd John Churchill was much
affected whilst reading the address, and the ho-
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noured object of its acceptance betrayed considera-
ble emotion. The Committee were ranged behind
the chair so as to face the company. After the
tpslause had subsided, His Royal ﬁighness rose,
an dsaddressed the Brethren in the following
words :

 Brother R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Provincial Grand

Masters, Officers of the Grand Lodge, and Brethren,—I rise
under feelings of intense interest; and, if I may use the expres-
sion, amidst a warfare of feelings, to utter my humble and sincere
thanks for the kindness evinced to me on the present occasios.
It is not the trifle that is offered, but the sensation it has pro-
duced, which affects me; it is of a mingled nature, and conse-
quently very difficult to express.

¢ Surrounded by so many faces, seeing so many kind friends,
and yet marking vacancies, crowded as the tables are, which
cast a shade upon thought, it is impossible to feel very lively, or
that I should express myself as I ought. You have kindly
noticed the past period of twenty-five years—aye, to me twenty-
five years of great anxiety—I have presided over you with fidelity,
yet sometimes with feelings of oppression. Your kindness has

iven vigour, and I feel renovated: and from that kindness I have

erived my confidence. In my career I have met with many and
severe trials—trials to whick human nature ought to be exposed,
and which, as a Mason, it was my duty to bear up against. I
have observed many a kind heart has been laid low, and my
account must be rendered up. On the mercy of God I have ever
relied, and in the rectitude of my conscience I shall lay down my
head in peace. That is a subject which every morning a Mason
ought to call to mind when he supplicates his Maker, and when
he closes his eyes.

““ When the profane, who do not know our mysteries, are carried
away by prejudice, and do not acknowledge the value of our
Society, let them learn by our conduct, that a good Mason is a
good moral man, and as such will not trifle with his obligation.

¢ The principles of morality I am bound to enforce, and did I
not, I should betray the confidence you repose in me. For
myself, I want no compliment; no favour. Deeply as I am
indebted to the Brethren, yet I could not receive a compliment
out of the fund of the Grand Lodge. Twice I have refused that
em;:fliment, because that is public property, to be appropriated
to Masonic matters only, and it would be highly incorrect to en-
croach upon it in any other way; and if one farthing of it be
touched for any other purpose than that of charity, you would be
wanting in your duty. The Brethren then listened to me and the
matter dropped. I, however, stated, that if at some future period
a spontaneous and united offer of a compliment, not taken from
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th:v‘public fund, was decided uj after twenty-five years of
service, I should not object. The Duke of Sussex in accepting
this offering, cannot be accused of robbing the Poor Mason of a
single penny. Ariving at the twenty-sixth year of my Presi-
dency, it is a warning to me how I am placed.

¢ My duty as your Grand Maater is, to take care that no poli-
tical or religious question intrudes itself, and had I thought that
in presenting this tribute, any political feeling had influenced the
Brethren, I can only say, that then the Grand Master would not
have been gratified. Our object is unanimity, and we can find a
centre of unanimity unknown elsewhere. I recollect twenty-five
years ago, at a meeting in many respects similar to the present,
a magnificent Jewel (by a voluntary vote,) was presented to Earl
Moira previous to his journey to India. I had the honour to pre-
side, and I remember the powerful and beautiful appeal which
that excellent Brother made on the occasion. I am now sixty-
six years of sge—I say this without regret—the true Mason
ought to think that the first day of his birth is but a step on his
way to the final close of life,. When I tell you that I have com-
pleted forty years of a masonic life—there may be older Masons
a:m that is a pretty good specimen of my attachment to the

er. :

“In 1798 I entered masonry in a Lodge at Berlin, and there

‘1 sexrved several offices, and as Warden was a representative of
the Ledge in the Grand of Engignd. I afterwards was
adknowl and received with the usual compliment paid to a
member of the Royal family, by being appointed a Past Grand
"Warden. I again went abroad for three years, and on my retwrn
joitied varions Lodges; and upon the retivément of the Pwince
Regent, who became Patron of the Order, I was elected Grand
Master. An epoch of considerable interest intervened, and I
became ch: in 1813, with a most important mission—the
union of the two London Societies. My excellent Brother, the
Duke of Kent, accepted the title of Grand Master of the Athol
Masons, as they were denominated; I was the Grand Master of
those called the Prince of Wales’s. In three months we carried
the union of the two societies, and I had the happiness of pre-
siding over the united Fraternity. This I consider to have been
the happiest event of my life. It brought all Masons upon the
level and square, and shewed the world at large, that the diffe-
rences of common life did not exist in Masonry; and it shewed to
Masons, that by a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether,
what great goo({ might be effected.

“] have endeavoured all through my masonic career, to bring
into Masonry the great fact, that from the highest to the lowest,
all should feel convinced that the one could not exist without the
other. Every Mason owes respect to the recognized institutions
of society, and the higher his station, the more is required from
him. e great power of Masonry is the example—the chain
extends from the highest to the lowest, and if one link shall break,
the whole is endangered,
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¢ I yecommend to yon order, regularity, and obsexvasce -of
madonic duties. If you differ with any Brother, never attribute
simister motives to him with whom you differ. These are princi-
glea, Brethren, which I hope to enforce; and many a time hawe

checked myself from too marked an expression, thinking that a
Brother might not be aware of his position, and we have ed
‘thé matter in private. I trust in this, the twenty-fifth year of my
Presidency, 1 may not be considered uyin{ too much by declaring
what I have always done. I am grateful for the kindness and
affection hitherto shewn, and that my government, so far as it may
be' 8o/ considered, is one of kindness and confidence. I once
again enjoin observance of the laws, which are founded upon
equity, and not special pleading. Equity is our principle—
honour our guide.—I gave full scope to my feelings in Grand
‘Lodge, and have forgotten all that passed, except those of good
will with which I left it ; and assure the Brethren, that as long as
my services are at SF own command, the Grand Lodge may claim
them; but they shall be given honestly, fearlessly, and faithfully.
Again, I sincerely thank the Brethren, and drink good health
to all.”

His Royal Highness resumed his seat amidst
the warmest exhibition of grateful feelings ever
witnessed in Freemasons’ Hall.

The Masonic offering was a Candelabrum, the
base being about twenty-eight inches long by twenty-
four inches broad ; the greatest extent of the bran-
ches for the lights is three feet by two feet six inches;
and the who%e height is three feet seven inchea.
The principal feature of the design is a circular
temple of architecture, formed by six columns of
the Corinthian order, supporting an enriched dome,
crowned by the figure ofp Xpollo. On the frieze are
represented the twelve signs of the Zodiac. In the
interior of the temple, resting on a tesselated
pavement, is seen the altar with the volume ef the.
sacred law unfolded, and the square and compasses
thereon. The temple is raised on a circular pedestal,
which again rests on a square plinth or step ; on the
Erojectinv angles of which are seated four figures em-

lematical of astronomy, geometry, sculpture and ar-,
chitecture. Astronomyis contemplating the heavens
and holding in one hand a sextant, and in the other
a telescope, her head crowned with stars as with a
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diadem, five in number. Geometry is depictéd, as
comtemplating the globe, meuu;'lin its parts»:zd
agcertaining 1ts proportions with the comn s
and the mystic tll')ian[;e is marked on her p?z
correct. Sculpture is represented with the ma
and chissel, Eaving just completed the- bustéf
Socrates, emblematlca{ of the devotion of the. fikie
arts to the promotion of the moral virtues. Archs
tecture is typified by the plan of a temple whieh
she is unfol?thg to view. The whole of the temple,
with its classical accompaniments, is placed on B
superb base. From the angles spring four branches
for lights, the cup to receive the lights being in the
form of the lotus leaf. The whole may be used as
a candelabrum when artificial light is required, ot
otherwise without the branches in its more simple
form, without appearing imperfect. The baf_s:’h,
on each of its fgur faces an ornamented pan'gy;
Three of these are enriched with historical tablets
in low relief and the fourth contains the inscription
Phe frames of these tablets are ornamente with
the olive, corn, and pomegranate, emblématica_.l“%;'f
those blessings of Providence which Masonry teaches
us to diffuse and employ for the welfare of our fe]x
low creatures. The tablet on the principal face
represents the Union of the two Fraternities o:
English Freemasons, so happily accomplished by
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex in con-
junction with His Royal Highness the late Duke
of Kent, in the year 1813. The two illustrious
Grand Masters, surrounded by their respectivel
Grand Officers and other Brethren, are represented
as ratifying and completing the Act of Union ; the’
instrument of which was forthwith deposited in the’
Atk of the Covenant, the symbol of the Grand:
Edifice of Union. The all-seeing Eye of Providence
is'represented as casting its ret%.lgent rays on the’
deed. The tablet to the left of the above regresgants '
E
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Solomon receiving from his father King David, the
plan of the temple to be erected at Jerusalem, ac-
cording to the instructions which the Al

had communicated to him in a vision. The third
tablet represents the temple completed, and King
'Solomon in the act of dedicating it to God’s holy
service. The fourth tablet contains the inscription,
which is as follows :—

TO
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS
PRINCE AUGUSTUS FREDERICK

DUKE OF SUSSEX, K.G.,
&ec. &c. &c.
IN COMMEMORATION OF COMPLETING
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
GRAND MASTER OF ENGLISH FREEMASONS,

FROM HIS AFFECTIONATE BRETHREN.
1838.¢

A grand masonic féte was this year given in
Dublin by the brethren of St. Patrick’s Lodge, No.
50, to upwards of a thousand of the élite of that
city, including the Viceroy, and her Excellency
the Countess of Mulgrave and suite, who arrived at
‘the Rotunda, where the entertainment was given,
in six carriages, escorted by the 8th Hussars; and
were received by Past Masters Baldwin, Tenison,
‘Wright, and Fitton ; and a procession was formed
"to conduct the vice-regal party to the throne room.
The apartments for dancing and refreshments were
beautifully decorated with masonic banners and
devices; and brilliantly illuminated with or molu
lustres, disposed with great taste and magnificence.
The band of the Roya%r Fusileers, in full uniform,
was in attendance. When the tdoors were opened,
the throng of carriages commenced setting down
their company in Cavendish Row, where a covered

» The above description has been extracted from the published
Pamphlet of the proceedings.
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canopy curtained with light blue moreen and car-
petx with scarlet, had been erected for their

r.ec&tﬁon. .
en the rooms were filled, the scene was ve

y and imposing. The radiant array of white and

me plumage ; the exquisitely wrought dresses of
‘every tint and hue, which varied taste could su
ﬁest; the sparkling of diamonds, and eyes still

righter, flashing from the countless beauties whose
Ppresence graced this gorgeous assembly, combined
with the various military uniforms, and the costly
insignia of the brethren, rich in ¢ the grandeur and
glory of jewelled gold,” tended to heighten the effect
and throw a pleasing variety over a scene which
looked like a fairy festival in an eastern romance.

The members appeared in the new uniform of the
lodge No.50. The coat black, velvet collar and
cuffs, lined in the skirts and breast with white sa-
tin; the button silver, having on it in raised cha-
racters, the square and oompﬁssea surmounting the
letters 35.38.%.. (St. Patrick’s Lodge) and underneath
the figures, 50. The brethren not departing from
the cherished principles of Freemasonry, but on
the contrary being anxious to promote employment
amongst the impoverished weavers, appeared in ta-
binet or poplin vests of various eolours, for the most
ﬁn embroidered in gold or silver of the most ela-

rate workmanship. The Brethren of 50 being
the hosts, in order to distinguish them from those
enrolled under other warrants, wore rosettes of blue
satin ribbon on their right arms.

The vice-regal party promenaded during the in-
tervals of dancing; when an orchestral band, which
was also in attendance, performed a melangs, con-
sisting of selections from Rossini’s Guillaume Tell,
the Overture of Tancredi, Mozart’s la Nozze di
Figaro, and other pieces of an equally popular de-
scription.
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The banquet wes conducted on & principle .of
unusual splendour, regardless of expenee; and-ac-
commodations were made for a thousand-persons.
The Throne for the Master was placed -on a:plat-
form one foot above the level of the chief table, and
dovered with crimson cloth. At the back were the
lodge banners crosswise, supporting a canopy -ef
blue velvet, trimmed with gold bullion, &e. The
figure of St. Patrick was emblazoned in the centre
of the frieze, which was conspicuously surrounded
by the rose, thistle, and shamrock; descending
from the proscenium, which was sup¥orted by alle-
gorical figures, was a radiating star of seven points,
in the centre of which, in royal purple, were the
initials ¥, W. most beautifully emblazoned, and
presenting a complete ckef dasurre of art. In the
centre table, was a marble bust of the Queen, cano-
pied with exotics, and surrounded with masonic
and mythological devices, arches of confectionary,
and pieces montees of burnished gold. The utmost
order and regularity prevailed on this memorable
occasion ; and the most beautiful remark of Lord
Mulgrave, after his health had been proposed by
the W. M., merits the notice of every I‘Pree and
Accepted Mason. His Excellency rose and said,

‘¢ He certainly must plead guilty to the charge of not being a
member of the time-honoured Order of Masonry. I regret,” he
added, «that I am obliged to admit this; my only consolation,
and it is a great one, is, that I suffer under this defect in common
with the entire of that part of the creation which is generally ad-
mitted to approach nearest to perfection; and no Irishman can

" venture to pronounce that to be a great error which is committed

by all those lovely ladies around, whom it would be high treason
against the laws of gallantry to deny to be faultless.”

- Having already exceeded the space which, in a
brief and general history of the Craft, can be g

priated to the proceedings of am.individual y
we close our account of this most gratifying display.
But it reflects credit'to Freemasonry-in general,
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and to the Members. of * Fifty” in particularf to
have thus succeeded in uniting the.hoemours of ma-
sonry and hospitality, by assem lm}g1 together, under
the;masonic banner, not merely “the high atql lofy
ones of the earth,” but also, as Bro. Ellis, . wkp
offictated as Chairman on this interesting acession,
very felicitously observed, in proposing the ¢onelud-
mgtoast., . t gl apld
' 2 b apeng
“ A lovely band of ladies, culled from the garden of 'l'i';Js’h
beauty, and conducted by our fair and noble guest, the Cbunteds
of Mulgrave. To attempt a description of the leader, of of tHe
band, were alike futile. To paint in words the bright eyesr—the
lips steeped in loveliness, and the golden hair in whose flowir
locks love has this night spread a thousand nets, is altogether
impossible, unless I were that favoured fairy who spoke pearls;
and to express our feelin%s towards the possessars of tiose beauti
is equally impossible, unless my lips were touched with fire. 'To
Her Excellency, and to that lovely band, we owe every sentiméht
of -pleasure and delight which we have this night expetienced.
They have spread happiness on every side around them-—
have poured upon our festival the rosy light of beauty, and have
made our Banquet-hall (like the sea whence Venus spi'tmvﬁ)t o
teem with all the graces. To say that Her Excellency’s.virtiies
and accomplishments render her worthy to be the leader off that
band of beauty, is as high a compliment as can be paid, jn my
opinion, to any body ; and yet not more than truth; and to (?;:ige
that we desire to see Her Excellency often filling- that. -
gnished station, is only to give utterance to a sentiment/which s
sw:h i r:t the heart, and bursting to the lips of eyery ,Brot}er
of the er.” :

The annual festival of the Asylum for Aged apd
Decayed Freemasons was celebrated in the monsh
of June, and numerously attended. Bro. Alderduin
Thomas Wood in the chair ; who, in the course of
the evening, advocated the wants and distresses of
his aged Brethren with equal ability and zeal.' He
met every objection with deliberate argument and
unanswerable fact ; and in a speech of great eattent
ang, power, Kleaded the sacred cause of charity with
such! axerwhelming effeet,  that the subsarptions

: : _ w
-1Corgmunications of great importance were sub-
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mitted to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, at the July
meeting, from the Grand es of Scotland, New
York, and Virginia, praying for the establishment
of a friendly intercourse between the Brethren of all
the respective countries ; which being referred to a
Committee, it was resolved, that a friendly commu-
nication between the several Grand Lodges is most
desirable, inasmuch as it will promote that good
feeling and paternal intercourse which is to be ad-
vocated among the Craft all over the globe, and will
operate to a considerable extent in checking impro-

riety ; as by mutual exposure of such cowans and
Ead masons a8 have been excluded from the Craft,
for their improprieties in other Grand Lodges, im-
position on the charitable and true Mason will be
checked ; exclusive of saving the Craft from the
contamination which they must suffer by association
with such excluded Masons.

In like manner, during the following year, Bro-
ther Hebeler, of the Grand Lodge of Berlin, and
Brother Burmester, of the Grand Lodge of Ham-
burgh, were respectivelyintroduced as representatives
of those Grand Lodges in the Grand Lodge of
England; and, by the appointment of His Royal
Highness the Grand Master, took their seats as
Past Senior Grand Wardens; and Brother J. Peter
Esser was delogated, with the same rank, to repre-
sent the Grand Lodge of England in the Grand
Royal York Lodge of Berlin.

uch a friendly intercourse amongst the great
bodies of Masons in every nation and province,
would be most beneficial, for the order is universal.
It gives a preference to no country or people;
regards neither colour, language, nor climate ; but
roceeds in its sober course, on the broad principle of
that general relationship which exists amongst all
people as the children of a common parent, and the
creatures of & benevolent God ; and stretches out
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its arms of love to all mankind without respect of
persons, because all the world are brethren.

This year the “ New Temple,” Freemasons’ Hall,
was altered, e ed and beautified, under the
superintendence of Brother Philip Hardwicke, Esq.
Grand Superintendent of Works. On removing
some portion of the roof of the New Temple, the
timbers were found so affected with the dry-rot as
to render it necessary to take off the entire roof,
and renew it in a more substantial manner. It is
the opinion of the architect, that had this exami-
nation been delayed, the structure itself would not
have lasted four years longer; so subtle and so
destructive is the dry-rot, that from the wood-work
it affects gradually the bricks and even stone, in
the very heart of which it is often found. It has
the character of a “mushroom™ in the rapidity of
its growth with that of the mildew in its destruc-
tive effect. Whatever difference of opinion may
exist on the propriety of incurring the expence,
necesgity appearetf to sanction the policy of a com-
plete restoration of the Temple. Krom the effect
of this improvement the Brethren are furnished
with ample accommodation at the Quarterly Com-
mittees of the Craft, and the Convocations of the
Supreme Chapter of the Royal Arch. It is better
adapted for hearing; and the display of Grand
Officers on the elevated platform is a sight cheering
and imposing to the Brethren beneath.

At tEe close of the year 1838 some symptoms of
an organized opposition to the establishment of the
g:ojected Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons

gan to appear. At the Grand Lodge in Decem-
ber, a communication was made from His Royal
Highness the Duke of Sussex, in which, as we
have already seen, he expressed a fear that this
institution would touch on the existing charities.
Many excellent and worthy Brethren entertained
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the same apprehension, thinking that- am ob
how meritorious soever it might be, w )
purchased at too dear a rate, if attemded with
eopardy to establishments whose bemefits have
{nen tested by experience. An absolute good in
possession being considered of greater value, thau
another in prospect. It will be seen that these
incipient fears ripened into discord between the
parties; which has become matter of deep regret to
the moderate portion of both; inasmuch as such
differences amongst the fraternity create Frw
scandal, and weaken the bonds by which its hold on
blic sympathy is cemented and confirmed.
reemasonry is a system of peace, order, and har-
mony. The elements of dispute and division are
not found in any of its institutes. The Brethren
meet on the level and part on the square.- .The
utmost extent of fraternal affection whiek caz
subsist between man and man, is expected to1be
displayed amongst the Brethren of our order -im
a Mason’s Lodge. It is enjoined equally in the an-
cient Charges, the Constitutions, and the Lectures';
and the world at large, amidst all their cavila and
objections on other points, are inclined to give us
credit for our brotherly love.
The Brethren localized in Sidney have constituted
themselves into Lodges; and even in this remote
uarter of the globe, the regorts are most gratifying.
his year the Masonic body presented an address
to Sir Richard Bourke, K.C.B. the Governor, on
his departure from New South Wales, which was
iously received ; and in his reply, the Governor
s testimony to the praise-worthy manmmer in
which the Craft was conducted in the colony. “Ta
your Society,” he said, “ I am a stranger, except by
the knowledge I possess of the charitable and.
ful conduct which has distinguished its mem-
K:ein this colony. Your public processions have
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boen orderly and well ecoriduéted.: Your intércourde
amongst' yourselves, I am hapgy to learn, ' is conci-
liatery and friendly in a high degree ; and wishinf
you a continuance of the fpiness and harmeny
that Eevails amongst you, 1 sincerely 'reciproéatd
your kind expressions of good will and regard.” i
» The foundation stones accompanied by Masonie
honours and formalities are not numerous'in thi¥
year. A few instances however may be put on
reoord to shew that the Fraternity were not entirely
unemployed. The first stone of a Light House, at
G-ibra‘)tar, was laid in the month of April by his
Excellency Major General Sir Alexander Woodford,
K.C.B,, assisted by Brother The Rev. Dr. Burrow,
P.G.M. In June the same assistance was rendered
at the commencement of a series of bridges and
viaducts on the line of the Glasgow and Ayr
Railway, by Brother George Johnson, Esq., G.M.,
of Kilwinning Lodg:a, and P.G.M. for Ayrshire ;
accompanied along the line by a Masonic procession,
and crowds of spectators in every mni of life;
which produced a singular and imposing effect. In
Anugust the foot stones of St. George’s Chapel and:
St. John’s Church, Staly Bridge and Dunkinfield,
in Lancashire, were levelled by Lord - Comber-
mere, P.G.M. for Cheshire; and at Sabden, néar
Whalley, in the same county, by Le Gendre N.
Starkie, P.G.M.; at Forres in Scotland, of a new
Court House and Public Offices, by the D.P.G.M.:
Brother John Hoyes, Esq., late Speaker of the
House of Assembly, Grenada; of the Glasgow!
Railway, and a Cotton Mill at Greenock, by thé .
D.P.G.M., Brother Adam M. Leish, Esq., Provost
of Greenock.

‘At the close of this chapter it is our pleasing
daty to record the names of those Brethren whom
the Craft have delighted to honour by testimonials -
expressive of 'their esteem. In March, a Past
Master’s Jewel was presented to Bro. W. Loyd
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Thomas, Salisbury Lodge, Waltham Croes ; and a
Silver Cup to Bro. O. Gibson, Pomfret ILodge,
Northampton. In May, a Silver Etruscan Vase to
Bro. Barnett Isaacs, Friendly Lodge, Montego Bay,
Jamaica; and in September, a Silver Cup and
Salver to Bro. Wm. Stephenson, St. George’s Lodge,
Grenada.

CHAP. VL

History of Freemasonry in the Year 1839.

The best evidence that can be adduced of the
interest which Freemasonry is assuming
all ranks and descriptions of men, is found in the
gratifyai:g fact, that the nobility and gentry are nat
only leaders of the Grand and Provincial Grand
Lodges ; but in every Province are devoting their
time, and talents, and influence, to the extension of
the Craft, by a regular attendance on the stated
meetings of Private Lodges, and a free participation
in their offices. And these constitute the best pre-
tion for the highest honours Masonry can
tow. The Right Hon. Lord Southampton fills
the Senior Warden’s chair in the of Fidelity,
Towcester; the Earl of Aboyne holds the same

situation in the Lodge of St. Peter, in the City of
st *  1dis W. M. of the Abovne Lodoe.
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in ‘the Palatine Lodge, Sunderland; Sir Edward
Prench Bromehead, Bart. is Senior Warden of the
Witham Lodge, in the City of Lincoln, of which
Oolonel Sibthorﬁe is a Past Master, having act
occupied the chair of the Lodge; the Hon. G.
Fitzwalt Butler is the Senior Deacon of St. Patrick’s
‘Lodge, Dublin. In the Lodge of St. Brandon, W.
Justin O’Driscol, Esq. is W. M.; and Captain
Corrigan and Dr. Waters are the Wardens.*

These are among the triumphs of Freemasonry.
They confer dignity on the Craft, and reflect honour
on the noble individuals who thus condescend to
assume the Masonic apron, and assist their more
humble Brethren in promoting the interests of
virtue and science. At a Masonic Festival held at
Clones, Bro. Tenison, Barrister-at-law, an active
and intelligent Mason, made an announcement,
which shews that in Ireland, as in our own country,
the scierico is openly patronized and practised by
‘wenlthy and educated men. He observed that,

" i The higher orders and well-informed classes were coming
forward to seek the honours of Masonry; why? Because they
were convinced that it did not contain amything derogatory to the
dignity of a gentleman, unworthy the aoceptation of a free citizen;

® The Duke of Wellington, when Colonel in the 33rd Regiment
of Foot, was initiated into Freemasonry in Lodge 494, which was
at that time held in the Castle of Dangan, County Meath ; the late
Earl of Mornington, his Grace’s father, being W. M. at the time.
He wul daly passed, after the usual examination; m::d i:&t:e
of the , entered at the southem gate, -
mrgd. Thle‘ognﬁ:owin Brethren, being members, were
resent : many of them, in tge words of the Irish bard, ‘“have

famous in story.”
Bro. Sir James Somerville, | Bro. Willm. Forster
Bart. —— George Lowther, M.P.
~— Sir Benj. Chapman, Bart. | —— Earl Mornington
——— Ham. Georges, M.P. - —— Marquess Wellesley
~— Delvin, late Earl of West- | —— F. North, Earl of Guildford
me ~— Robt. Perceval
—— Robt. Uniacke, M.P. —— Robt, Waller

—— Richd. Boyle, M.P. Richd. Leslie
== John Pomeroy = Arthur Wellesley
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cQ to the conacientious scruples of & delieving Christiad, or
:{pos to that allegiance which was due to our Sovereiga
e Queen. But, on the other hand, that its ordinances

disvipline had been productive of the happy effects of cementing in
parsonal friendship, people of different creeds and countriés, and
uniting in the sacred sympathies of social life, those who, in thar
distracted land, would otherwise be divided through the discordant
materials of politics or party. Yes, Sir,”” continued the eloquent
Bro., “ persons of property and intelligence are now pressing for-
ward to assist in the resuscitation of Provincial Lodges, encouraged
by the hope of doing good, regardless of the supineness of mere
dominal Masons, mﬁ despising the hostility of those, who, un-

bound IH .
onour's sacred tie, the law of kings;

The noble mind’s distinguishing perfection ;

That aids and strengthens virtue where it meets her,

And imitates her actions where she is not
would crumble in the dust a fabric built for the shelter of infant
destitution and aged decay; and which presents a common centre,
where all can associate without being disturbed by the difference
of opinion.”

This representation is exceedingly gratifying,
because it illustrates the general principle that
Freemasonry is rapidly advanclillle into that lkind
of notice and publicity, which, while it is thus placed
on a level with the highest and best esteemed
institutions that are devoted to science, will raise it
above them all by its union with charity and prac-
tical benevolence. A great increase took place about
this time, in the Provincial Lodges, amongst the
Clergy ; who appear to have been impressed with a
favourable opinion of the Order, by the fact, that
numerous other admissions were effected by the
recommendation of their example. It is not one of
the least honourable circumstances, in our view of
the Freemasonry of these times, that in every
Province many Brethren in holy orders, are actively
employed in purifying its details and disseminating
its principles upon a sound religious basis ; and the
efficacy of .their co-operation has become visible, in
the moral ascendancy which the science acquires
and maintains, wherever their influence is exertéd
in its behalf. o
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Amongst the Clerical Brethren may be enumer-
ated the following dignitaries: The Archbishop of
Canterbury; the Bié%:lops of Kildare and Elphin;
the Archdeacon of Down; the Rev. Sir Wm
Dunbar, Bart.; the Rev. Doctors Chalmers, Baird,
Carwithen, Brown, Ritchie, Flynn, Burrow, senior,
‘Wall, Humphrey, Oliver, and many others; not to .
mention the venerated names of Doctors Hemming,
Barry, Coghlan, and other worthies deceased, whic%:
will be long remembered with honour. It is indeed
impossible to enumerate all the Clergy who do
honour to the Craft, and are at this time improving
it by their effective patronage. They abound in
every Province of the United Kingdom ; and stand
forth nobly in this holy cause. Should a reason be
demanded for this, it is supplied in the nature of the
ipstitution, which is founded on the knowledge and
acknowledgment of a God; and the superstructuré
iaa beautiful combination of morality, science, and
tniversal benevolence. The true philosophy of Ma-
sonry is embodied in its lectures ; which are a mine
of gold and precious stones; and the industrious
and learned Mason who takes the trouble to sear¢h
for them, will find himself enriched with the stores
of knowledge there deposited ; for Masonry is a sys-
tem of morality, whicfx):)though veiled in allegory, is
iJlustrated by symbols, which he may readily un-
derstand. The great excellence of our allegorical
system consists in the happy distribution of history,
science, morals, and metaphysics, in the lectares of
the three degrees. The plan is so judicious that it
is always attended with complete smccess. The
candidate is first taught the elementary principles
of the science in a few qualification questions, which
prepare the mind for the communication of that
perfect system of morality which is contained in
the first lecture. He is then passed on to the
second degree, where he is furnished with a v*
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scienoe, together with certain traditions, whieh are
the necessary preliminaries to a full revelation of
our history and antiquities, doctrines and legends,
rites and usages, developed in the several sections
of the third lecture.

Thus it appears that the science of Freemasonry
. teaches its candidates, after they have professed
their belief in the being of a God, and their reliance
on him for protection in times of difficulty and
danger—to be good men and true—to rule and
govern their passions, and to keep a tongue of good
report ; it teaches them the theological and cardi-
ntso virtues ; it exhorts them to practise the prin-
ciple point of the Order, and to circumscribe their
actions by the point within a circle ;—it draws their
attention to secrecy, fidelity, and obedience, and
endeavours to imprint upon their minds the sacred
dictates of virtue, honour and mercy. These are
accounted pregamtory stegs, and of indispensable
attainment before the newly-initiated Brethren are
entrusted with the mysteries of scientific knowledge.
Thus trained to the practice of virtue in 5::9
sehool of morality; they are introduced into the
walks of science; for it is necessary to become
expert fellow crafts, before the true mysteries—
the antiquities, the historical legends, and land-
marks o? the order, are finally communicated to
them. These are the reasons why our learned
Brethren in holy orders, are so frequently found
amongst the Patrons and supporters :faFreemasom'y.
Theyare triumphant and unanswerable, because they
prove that Freemasonry has a tendency to improve
the morals of mankind ; and that hence its practice
will materially assist the clerical Brother in the
~discharge of his professional duties.*

¢ In Belgium the same liberality of sentiment does not prevail ;
and Freemasonry appears to have fallen into terrible disrepute.
One particular proceeding of the dignitaries of the church rather

—————
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In the Sfprin of 1839,‘1".119 Pro-Grand Master,
the Earl of Zetland, who had been an active and
zealous officer, and had conferred essential benefrbs
on the Craft, paid the debt of nature somewhat
suddenly. In commemoration of his services, the
Grand Master ordered that the fratemity through-
out England should be placed in mourning for six
months. The mourning to be worn by Brethren
individually was dir to be as follows.

Grand Officers, Present and Past. Three rosettes of black cra
on the badges; the collar suspending the jewel to be completely
covered with crape, but the jewel to be uncovered.

Masters, Past Masters, Wardens, and other Qfficers of Lodges.
Three crape rosettes on the badge, and one at the point of the

collar just above the jewel.
Al other Muster Masons. Three black crape rosettes on the

Fellow Crafts and entered Apprentices. Two black crape rosettes
at the lower part of the badge.

The deceased nobleman was a true specimen of
what “a good and worthy Mason” ought to be.
Hg was benevolent and condescending, without the
least taint of vanity or wordly pride; and hence
universally respected and beloved by the fraternity.
His natural sweetness of temper made an indelib{e
impression on every heart ; and his amiable manners
produced a quiet influence which he exercised for
the general benefit of the Craft at large. He had
been a Mason about forty years ; and was succeeded
in his high office by the Earl of Durham.

A considerable sum of money having been sub-
scribed towards the proposed Asylum for Aged and
Decayed Freemasons, it was resolved by the general
committee, that from and after the 31st of J uly in
the present year, “an amount equal at least to the
astonishes us. *The Belgium pastors have proscribed the institu-
tion, and are so pregnant with spiritual horror, that they have
desired the poor not even to receive alms from a Freemason. Such

self-denial as this, and we may regard it as such, could scarcely
have been expected.” (Sunday Times, February 4, 1838.)
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ipheneet’ on the sums -invested, shish tmbtphod" out

*the current collections of the year, %':'afy of
a.nnmtles, among destitute and deswvmg thmn:
in. London and %le Provinces.” --

"4 That the annuities be Ten Pounds esch; and that six only of.
such annuities umgmnted for the first twelve montha.

“That if a sufficient number of candidates,. so located, apply
for the benefits of this Institution, at thefirst Elgction, the six.
annuities already determined shall be thus allotted-—'.hree in the
provinces, and three in the metropolis. -

% That every Donor or Subscriber of one gumea be entitled to
one vote during a year, and so on in proportion for every additional,

“ Thnt an annual Governor (or regular Subscriber of two'
guineas per annum) be entitled to three votes. . .
. *That every Life Subscriber (or Donor of ten gmneaa) be en-
tltled to tyo votes.

“That every Life Governor (or Donor of twenty guineas) be
entitled to four votes, and two votes for every additional ten

neas.

“That every Governor, Subscriber, or Donor. may vote hx:.
proxy ; such proxy being a Subscriber; and that fer every single,,
vote, the Subsecriber may be entitled to, he shall have as many
vot s as there are vacancies, which may be given to one candxdqe,

istributed at pleasure.

T That all proxy papers be numbered, sigred Wy the' Secretary;d
and forwarded by post; and that no second praxy paper be issued
without the concurrence of the Chairman on the d l of election. .

“f That subscriptions declared and paid on the ay of elechon, :
shall entitle the ies to vote. t

“That no Subscriber in arrear shall be enllﬂqd t0 vote at any
election, until such arrear be paid.

“ That in cases of equality of votes at any general theeting, th(
Chairman-shdll be esititied to a second or cuthlg'wte."

Thus 'the Institution ‘was brought ‘into actua.l !
Ebratlon ; although its establishment did not enjoy *
o approval of & section of the Craft in London :
while thé Provincial Lodges, as well in the SIStel".
countries dnd the eolonies as in England, who saw *
nothing i the:measure but its benéﬁts, ‘recorded
their approbation ini great numbets. ! At the Festi-
val-in Aptil, “His- l'Hi%ahnéss delivered- softie™'
sestiments, in ‘feferénde’ préd blyto the' différendt
of ‘opiniont on- thiis kreat ‘amst on, ‘Wifich!are 45°Y
princely ab they-aie: ‘Mwoh and 46 Horgtivdqualty ™
to the head and the heart. He observed that—
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<¢ The confidence reciprocated between the Brethren and Mimwelf,
andey circumstances of the most varying character, might be fairly
considered as reflecting mutual credit, and beiﬁ;l:liicnﬁu of
nyutnal effection. If he had experienced any ty in the
performance of his duty, or if his intentions and motives had om
any occasion been misconstrued or misunderstood, he could assure
those who heard him, that he had always had the best interests of
the Order at heart, and had entertained no other wish than their
advancement. Man, like the different countries he inhabited, .
wvaried in some respects from his fellow men. Men of perfest
similarity of idea were never found. No two places in the world
‘were entirely alike, nor could the views of any two persons om
the same subject be expected to be in perfect accordance. It
was not just, therefore, that fault should attributed on either
side, because of a trifling difference of opinion, when there
existed an identity of purpose, and that identity of purpose tended
to the ce ;)f sr:ething beneficial to society. (;ne man
might be exceedingly bland, another might be exceedingly blunt,
both might be eqyual]y honest; by his intention each should
tried, and not by the contrast that might exist in manner
or conversation. And satisfied that the intention was correct,
no difference of opinion should be permitted to militate against
the harmony of feeling by which Freémasons should ever be
bound together.”

These sentiments are worthy of being recorded,
because they are the language of an open and un-
suspecting nature; and show, without any disguise,
the pure system of benevolence and good will which
Freemasonry recommends and enforces upon the
prince as well as the commoner,. because he is
equally a man.

The pecuniary affairs of the Asylum thus flon-
rishing, and- the provinces thus pouring in the °
streams of tht;lir J)ounty into itsffﬁnds, ntl};lfl‘;god

rity might be expected to follow. u-
m; this wlfs not the case ; and however irksome
the task, the historian is bound to record circum-
stances with truth and fidelity, which oocur within
the compass of his undertaking, however they may
be at variance with his own feelings and opimions.
The ol;po-ition gothered streng)th, and assumed &
form of determined hostility, . Placards of a vio-
lent sﬁwter. were, privately ciroulated amongst the

: »
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Brethren, which were repelied in langusge equslly
strong, and a breach between the two ies ap-

inevitable. Moderate men in both ware
grieved at the unfavourable prospect, because the
great principle of Freemasonry, Brotherly ‘Love,
-could not fail to suffer in the contest.

At this period of the dispute, if some influentil
Masons on the spot, had formed themselves intoa
Lodge of Mediation, the differences might have been
compromised without any sacrifice of principle,

& trifling adjustment of the details; and the Cral
have been spared the melancholy exhibition which
sprang out of these unhappy divisions. There can
be no doubt but the abstract design of an Asylum,
attached to our benevolent institution, as a perma-
nent retreat for age and decrepitude amongst those |
worthy brethren who have enjoyed the sweets of |
life, and have become the victims of unmerited ca-
lamity—enjoyed the approbation and confidenoce of
. the whole &raft. It was a noble and philanthropic
idea; and should not be allowed to sustain defeat
by any difference of opinion respecting its mode of
operation. The duty of the historian, however, is,
" mot to specalate on probabilities, but to record facts.
A communication was made from His Royal Hi
ness the Grand Master, bearing date August 26th,
1839, which will explain the causes of the hostility
which was arrayed against the Institution.

AvausTus F., GRAND MASTER.

“Gentlemen and Brothers, .

 Having received from Brother Crucefix, a note communica-
ting to me various resolutions which had been passed at different
meetings, by several Brethren who have at heast the estahlishment
of some Imnstitution calculated to.relieve decayed and aged M;:zm,
- I feel it incumbent upon me to repeat the statement which I

first made upon that subject, at the (g’rand Festival in the present
year. Om oocasion I stated, that as to an Asylwebr s
building, I could not, and never would lend ecither the sapctien of
my name, Or any pecuniary assistance, inasmuch as Y ‘was
jonvinced that it would be a uselsss expenditutroics ' wiilé of
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) Jesult therefrom ; but that if such project were given up, an
e Brethren were disposed to form a plan for granting annutties,
" wlﬁcb 'were t0 be taken solely from the inmofmomunpl-
lgcted, aed not break in upon the capital, that to such a propghi-
. tign.I would hsten.

“Since that time, a proposition was made to me to receive o de-

pntatlon on the subject, which I left unanswered, in conseguence
. of seendg a circular which the Committee had in the interim- circu-

lgted, and which had misrepresented the statement I have ]}ere

made, without any communication to me.

4 In the papet now communicated to me, it is stated, “the shm
. of £2,000. shall be the nucleus of a fund, for the erection .of an

Asglum.’

¢“This, I have no hesitation in saying, is completely at variance
with my statement.

“ From the whole tenor of the paper, it is clear, the same dispo-
sition and inclination on the part of some individuals, as to the
erection of an Asylum, still remains. Now without imputing
motives to any one, there can be no doubt the Craft will be nxisled,
im suppesing that 4 have given s silent consent to such a plan,
which I am equally determined as before to resiat; therefore,
nn}ess it is clearly understood that the intention of erecting an
"Agylm is tetally abandoned, I feel myself under the nocew of
declining any communicatien npoen the subject.

“Ihopeﬂmw:llbed afmxmwartotheuphcahon

to me; and as such, I wish it to be communicated to those
Brefhren who framed the Resolutiens upon which the request of
ap interview with me has been gmmded and which 1 conse-
quently decline; but to shew that this determination has been
taken in confomuty with those opinions which have actuated the
whole of my conduet in this transaction, I will farther sdd, that
gatil next Apzil, if it please God to spare my life, 1 will sake
uo fuxther step; but should the Brethren at that time have made
no advance in the matter, I shall think myself at liberty to state
. my own plan, when I have no doubt the Brethren will see which is
the most feasible, and when I shall call upon the Fzaternity for
that assistance which I have never found them unwilling to aiford,

when useful objects are proposed for their consideration.

“Southwick Park, Fareham, Aug. 26, 1839.”
“ To Brothers—R. T. Crucefix, J. C. Bell,
J. C. Mc Mullen, and Z. Watkins.”

Thus it appears that His Royal Highness, with

usual benevolence of character, was favourable

the principle of granting annuities to poor and

deserving Brethren, but declined to extend the in-

fyence of his sanction to a building for the resi-

dence of the annuitants; because he considered it
2
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aduielass veperidisuss of -réa{isnwﬁhaildrmm
confosspd 10Hit the simd fedling washbvileroamiay
Béiho of Ity warkneit friends ‘to; the' wew EMAHEE
Atk Committee ‘of 'Masters, the' ,
ot thoticn Swas put on-tecord :— 0o ASEL W
Yo ztpon ali L., ‘ SEREREL ) £
104 Rortltex the,existing mode of distributing the Fund of Maishie
Eﬂgﬁce- d tq propose, instead thereof, arpsolution, affirm-
i t &’gljuat and expedient that three-fourths of thé dvid
lat fubdsof the Grand Lodge be distributed, -ott'the AlvAGH
p‘{ﬂm"p)e, $9,.pag» and desexving Masons gnd _thdir; widoss .eb}
the. remainder applied to such individual cases of emErgency ag
téquire particular relief. !
2If phy ‘G rhwd Lodge should affirm the foregoing resolutiokl'thb
13W . Maater .will be respectfully salicited to. poing, ontothe
f‘?jﬁ mopde of carrying into effect the practical aperation ,ﬁ:m
ficiplé adopted.” LT
AT S ) IlD’i.ﬁ
b/Pive:question to be considered now was, Howsthd
o opinions ‘were to bo reconciled: The btf
apbdars ‘to have constituted the only stitm
ck in the way of  mutual accommodationiis?
04 of 29000 Bad been subscribed chrisfly’T6¢ R
gggposo iof-an edifice; and the Asylum Corttf}iBtéd
ﬁﬁlz

o {to obmi%dév ‘how they could, in gosd:faith,"
N M o any other purpose.” It was a3
&b of mu!ty y’l‘he C(Pmn?ittee appeared 'dssitotl
left nieetifg 'and silencing all objections by any’
Wates 'short -of 'a renunciation of the principle’y
Whekefors eame to a resolution that, under tha%
hyasititanides, /it would be expedient to postpod
Jefchtivh of ‘am- Asylami, until the e éf
clear of the sum of £2000, shall have beent”
hifad h the iitermediate time; the interest HF%
Hunded prbperty shall: be sppliéd’ to: the pa
.mmmes.!l Mo e b T e 1tanodd) esw
10R ) coresklion, ! which approathés ety !
8o hbatidontient “;'@e%&‘“ﬂ ?&s‘ﬁ
would lead to a mutual comprom® .““%"\ﬁiﬁ
hesryls vsmsxmmi»aszbwwzmmu{ he
svbseth

sonegoils’ of | phivate 51wl Breh,
agbod wils 'Jopl':immf.ud ot Gdnd eonet
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% pnblip sdjsasters i At1a speeinlmoetingiofythe
m.‘hol;:lemog-th&lstd Novemliory, 8n 326>
3T ) inted rpapery of vielent:.ohansetes, woa
L T the -Members. present, ) by( Brs,
W. Jackson, of the Caveac Lodge, . No..205 iwhieh
ve rise to a severe altercation; in the course of
witiell, certain expressions were imputed 'ts-Brother
Klderman Wood and Brother J. Len' Stevers;

WWemsup to reflect on . thse ‘conductief
is Royal Highness the Duke of Sumsex, in’Hi§
chiticter of G. M. of Masons; and these; hiejjig
formally. repeated to the Board of General Purpas
thetwo: offending Brethren, with Dr. Orucefix,'t
Chairmatr of the Meeting, were arraigned, and aff
a full examination into the charges, the three prin-
&ipal; projestors and supporters of the.propibed
Agylum .were sus ndedpfrom~all their %‘ﬂﬁw
Tumctions. Bro. Alderman Thomas Wood and.c
Lrpcefix. for six months, and Bro. J. Loe St¢w
§gm threpumonths. Against this decision:the pan-
1e8;put in notices of appeal to the Grand. Lodge.:
|.bont, thig.time an .alteration was' made.in
sanic Boards, which it was conceived weuld ténd
40 accalerate the de?awh of business... By theidi
ion.of the Grand Lodge, the Board of Genetal
%poaen and Finance were united. - The ngw
d to.consist. of eleven members, nominated., by
.Grand Master, and fourteen hy the, Gpmd
of which latter number sgver, may ba;Pasat
; ra. .. . e ggaly
o1 Mnch .inconwenience . having. arisem in Grand
1hadge, from; tha late attendance. of the Offiers, it
was thonght expedient to legislate on tha,mbgﬁ.
Aoetion, was made and seconded,  thaty thieiour
A% the summans,. shall be.the. bime doneom-
B L]

l;;l;ﬂﬂ_@nic bumassa. T f..;t;.,;.,| bloow
y shigpapsion of this, questiony, it was argned
:t“w _1hnm1m,m|t«.%o attended with:- great

disadvantages. KEither the business of the Lodge



will 'be hurried over in a slovenly and' indesowt
manner—or the hour of closing specified in the Bga
Laws will be exceeded—both of which it is dowireb
ble to avoid. If there be an initiation, the ceremaén
Will efther be imperfectly performed, and the candl
date permitted to retite to his own home, andiide
ofvn reflections, with very unworthy notions of the
dignity and' usefulness of the Craft;—or; if dl®
latter alternative be adopted, he will- be detained
beyorid his nsual hour of rest, and imbibe an opinion
anfavourable to the morality of the Institution. ' Jn
either case his first impressions will not be likely
to produce in his mind such a love and veneration
Jor Masonry as will prompt him to pursue its in-
‘ﬁveetiﬁntions with freedom, fervency, and zeal,. by
which alone pleasure and profit can mutually result.
. These evils, it was urged, would be avoided, were
the Masters and Wardens to be firm and deter-
mined on this point; and always, under whatever
circumstances, to open their Lodges, and commeneb
their Masonic business, at the exact hour mentioned
ini‘the sammons ; aseured that if they persevere in
the punctual performance of this duty, they will
excite regularity in the Brethren, and the conse-
‘quences will be, that their families, and the world
ot y will laud an Institution which produces
such fruits of regularity and sound discipline ;—
“their lodges will increase in numbers a.miP reputa~
tion, and through their instrumentality Freema-
sonry will secure a triumphant ascendancy, and
‘excite general admiration and respect. Such being
the feeling of the Members present, the motion was
carried by a majority of one; but unfortunately at
the subsequent Grand Lodge the confirmation
rejected by a majority of three. The doctrine of
the necessity of early hours however was established;
and the P. G. Master’s thought it of sufficient im-
portance to notice in their ¢! to the brethren
and in some Provinces, the Lodges, having had
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thieir attention’ called to the. subjact from. anthorify,
ationce the benefit of the measure, and infrg.
danoed it into practice. N |
v..The following circular was forwarded ta the s¢
wiral Town Lodges in September 1839; and-i
eontains a judicious regulation, which we are s
prised did not occur at a much earlier period. | |
will, for the future, prevent the confusion whidh
haa sometimes occurred by the accidental admission
of unqualified persons into the Grand Lodge, whose
right of entreé has been questioned by one party
and defended by another, to the delay and frequent
postponement of business much more impartant. ,

“W. Master,—I am commanded by the M. W.Grand Mnﬂ!:%
to' require that you will, on or before Tuesday the 26th day
November next, make out and forward to me, according to the
ennexed form, a return of the names of the Masters and Wardens,
and also of all other subscribing Members of your Lodge, who are
-of the rank of Past Master, and who, as such, claims a right ta kit
und vote in the Grand Lodge, specifying, against each Past Mag-
-ter’s name, whether the Brother served the office of Master in your
.Lodge, or in some other; and if in another, the name and number
of the Lodge, and the year in which he filled the chair. 1

¢ By command of the M. W. Grand Master

W, H. White, G. S.
“ Freemason’s Hall, Sept. 20, 1839.” =T

“ A return of Subscribing Members to the No. ' béing
" the Master, Wardens, and Past Masters, who olaim’ a "ripfht
“  to sit and vote inthe United Grand Lodge, made ont pursuant

to the Order of the M. W. Grand Master. oo

g

Name & number |- P oalt
iming t i | s | o8 Todgon | vhenf
s which they served as | the .
the Grand Lodge. Master. PR

- m g

o]

M.
W.
M
M
M.

W,
| P:M- . . i
1] hereby certify that the above is a bordect returti .
. . (Signed) W. M

1

~
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" persons will be, attended g
. Ons Wi atter £
é’{%ﬁ QW attol?‘)tls Rt i pe.
privilege ; qﬁq} detegiior

aﬁ race 0 almost certain to follow.p oo

0 ct of arliament passed in this, r’aﬁ
e adminjstering and ta‘ung o

d ; and a special clause was
eﬁi 't ?ﬁ eemasons frlc)): the penalwt?ggﬂois

_-“, vamed“— T gsgslemi

244 ’}lw&u exemption shall not extend to an t{nw:h Solﬂetybq
ﬁflﬂo upless two of the embers composing

upon oath, which oath any Justice of the Peace

akistrate, is hereby empowered to administer, that ttth

oaMdgoMbefon :the passiog of this Aet, beenr

80 fprdmed after the passing of this Act; has be¢n ;
nn 't the denomination of a Lodge of Freemasons, ot
Feietily Brothérs ' of the said Otrder, and in confi
rpbs paeiailing among the Secieties or Lodges of Frwull
0 b Societies of such Friendly Brothers in, «thu
w g

certificate, duly attested by the Magistrates. _}'e
whall be #worn, and subscribed by the pe‘l‘konb‘ Jﬂ%’

fyirig, shall, within 4he space of two valendar montlie sftes1ad
m&&f}h}a Act, or wmn the space of two
formation of such Socxety or L as afpres
poditied with the Clark of the Peace for the olmty,
sign) Shins) ot Plaee, where such Seciety ‘or sLodbé'
n&ly held, or.ahall be so formed ; spronded 2lpqy that.
ociet;

on'shall not extend to any such Lodﬁe
¥ (r ‘deriondination thereof, and the usu: place 0 m
thb{hbw ar tismres 10f  its medtings, and the names add

of 30 members thereof, be registerad withi chﬁl#k{
t‘tﬂe ence g %:rewd within such twogmthsw} %& !
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pose of giving a brief desmphdn of- tbo/obsél#é
which Were used in depositing the foundatior sto
x'the Athensum in that flourishing, tawn, aadem
Grand Master's personal superintendende.. Hige
' Highness had consented to perforin tha. de
y; and in the expectation of so great an honoan,q
ﬂmﬂamhnblmnts devoted the 12th '1?1:' cheml;e;
bole: es of enjoyment. © ¢ares 0
s, werﬁmwn a.sxdg ; the .shops werae doajin
bunnom streamed from the upper windows of thu!
principal dwellings; and the vesseld ini the hai‘bMB
nﬁﬁ decked out in their gayest flags,
nds of every eolour. Ae-it was undtalrsltfood'z
tlmt #le -ceremonies were to' be conductéd niaso)
by the first Freemason in the world, the pu
lig.imterest became unbounded. Strangers ﬂoobddj
inféomi all quarters, till the streets Were blocked e
vém a dense mass of people, and the houses. Wored
od «t #ha - * 1-—3 helconies, -and roofs, #ilbA
roxal cortege wag F
sinalod e oty
f this exc;;tq;nent“

(ﬂ9




‘106 atsrort
‘national Anthem, and the -peopld utddred Thé aibk
“enthusiastic cheers. Proeeedini-to the' Bx
‘an Address was presented by the Mayoi and’
{po:mion, to which His Royal Highness most gi
‘ciodbly replied; and then retired to the PHuik
: room, whence a splendid procession
% which His Royal Highness took his plack:4s
jrand Master of England. Sl
" At the site of the intended building a t¥ivmplsl
‘arch was erected, and a flight of steps covered ‘with
'carpetting, led down to the spot where the skoie
"was to be deposited.
" When His Royal Highness had descended the
‘steps which led to the foundation, and takem a po-
‘sition convenient for the he was to perform in
‘the ceremony, the stone, the two of which: bad
been temporarily clamped together, was: rernvved
from its place, and as it remained suspended in ‘tHe
air, the (grand Chaplain offered up a brief and iRt
‘able prayer. The builder then handed the eettiedit
to His Royal Highnoss, who spread and adjusted:it
with a silver trowel provided for the occabion:; «this
done, the stone was lowered to its place, the temypé-
‘fary clamps removed, and the upper portion wgain
‘taised. The Grand Secretary then read the inne¥#-
"'tiap, which ‘was as follows :— et

““Hujus Edificii, Deo bene juvante, ingenuis studiis m
_“grtibus dioati, et complurium oppidum Sunderland justa 3
4 {nctlentiam impensis estructi, hunc primum lapiders posuit
i 1lustrissimus Princeps Augustus Fredericus, Dux Sussgxife,
“ Prid, 1d. Novembris, A.D. M.p.ccC.XXXIX.” . .

This finished, the Grand Treasurer presented Yo
‘the Grand Master ‘the phial containing the 'niédids
.and coins;* and these having been deposited”by
o . . . : R R
Y- 44 How mueh valusble and useful infurmation of the adtmillbs-
B! state ofarts and knowledge,” says a modern writdy; « atamy
-@5&; fighe’ Yé ithanemitted t6 posterity in: s’dis\i:? "tanigidle,
wad imperishable form, if, instead of the v usdleidipo-



OF FREAM ASONRY. o

1#is Royal, Highness, in the
Stoneis . the, cavity was, covere
platq upon which the inscriptio:
Bpper portion of the stone. w
Jand, playing the national A
_Highness then proceeded to pr
+and form of the stome by L
square, which were successivel
ythe Junior and Semior Granc
Depyuty Grand Master. Bein
T His Royal Highness
knocks with the mallet, which
the Pro Grand Master. I
e Great Architect of the Un
ing on this foundation-stone
1laad, and by His Providence
1 @very other work which may b«
Jenefit and advantage of this cit
eontaining the corn, and the
ywine and oil, were then handed .= _ ., __
pess, who scattered the corn and poured the, wine
.-and oil upon the stone, with the accustomed eerge-
monies. He then again said, “ May the all-bopp-
#eous Author of nature grant an abundance of gorn,
avine, and oil, with all other necessaries, conveni-
ences, and comforts, to this city; and may the same
Providence preside over and preserve it from ruin
and decay to the latest posterity.” e
The Architect then exhibited the plan of 'the
-building to His Royal Highness, who, after an at-
tentive examination of it, thus addressed him'+--
o1 b e ! . )
- pigon of a faw coins and medals ynder the foundations of ,ll%mld-
.ings, specimens of ingenious implements, or condensed statements
v ientifig truths, or prucesses in arts and manufadtares,! wete
substituted! Will books infallibly preserve to a remote posterity
allthat, we mey. desire postexity would wish to know? And may
et I pepetud axchive of what we most pite, and ackaey
~%!:l§np£:u1ublu‘-'~ i d e, 'Ay
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ments having been applied to it by me, and approv

thmmyo’:‘h mlleonﬂdnmeltllm, that‘;l;dfbuwm
TRy Fom il nse them in .such a macoen & sy
rdes, harmony, and beauty; and, being

i pwxll'l p ne for which it ia. %,g

!ﬂ“ﬁ md)t. and to the honouru?o who have selé FPRori]
pfore’ His Royal _Highness retired, the “thas M iyor
2 Brown), as Uhairman of the Building ' Gommitb

, éatne orward, and presented hun mﬁp,}}g
wmg Addms t— - ‘u.h o
Y
xM.Msy it please your Royal Highness,—We, the Cbmw
and .Swbseribexs to the Athenmnm, appmh your Rayak. High-
nben. twith, feelings of deep gratitude, for the kindness.- nnd
spensiop displayed in the ready acquiescence in‘our
tho.foundation of the first considerable tnbuu d by the mxo‘
Sutdenland 'to Literature and Science, be laid i by ipavd
Rayal Highness, We were encounged to make the ]
thiaconsideration that your Royal Highness's attachment Act
anoe-and Literature, and individual suocess in their enltivitian;
IMdsever lad you to:be the munificent and enlightened,; P; a
evapIgpstitution in the Island, within your knowletige,
to{ pramots. their progzess and diffusion; and we hoped .shat!-enz
eiitalilishmént would form no exception to-this nle,]dvat
would be ushered into the wurld under ‘the auspices :af.geapn
august name. In this we hope we have not been dlsa.ppomted,
As a true descendant of that xﬁustnous and patriotic ich
i tﬂe thovghts and feelings of every Eng be-
assoelaved with all that is most sacred with his Wﬂu
alpable in his, civilization, your Royal Highness has i this
KE‘DC'}? as in many others, shewn that the prosgen y, ofyour
48 i§ the elrerished object of your heart. B
the useful Alwmmmunmbly the. basis of oux natiotsd heeld

w -ht,yo Boyal Highness has manifested . Shppiljpgryuc-
quaintayce wntﬁ::he act, that the continuance of tlns TO 2
'&!: nt state of' soelety, depend upon bur %
thq of Scianee ; that, withowt thédr pil;
glﬁ bnget in the van of the productiye lmdpg A}:S%
d:; ut mugt be content to follow in the wake K:f er ivi
ﬁd By praying that-your Royal Highness
dadt h;nﬁneu which this world can afford)i dr&hem

Ms,,md, at.their elmgﬁdczv;l? ce,
t, b
e ST R

(31191mq ot gaeob setod od H e yromoent 1ed sqod

oTherAlddress;bayidg besm redd sanskiareserised s
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Aoy g bus om oAy «od waived 2tasm
~drow Luldiisd ines TLredr et 1wty b lm ur)(mmsd.t

X ettty of the! Cottimittee,’ an
?9s With' pleasure T find mynelf ﬂ‘

w the founditfon stone of a b {BPW
Scitfice, being ‘well adsured’ that'

these terially contnbutetotheadv entofarts,
iy onclai o the sdanceent f o o

h}?m,ﬂnw in ab useful information, ulpﬁlweqpq

tant and earnest (lesire to impress upon tlioge who
m ‘walks of life, the absolnte necessity for a stmits? ‘ex

on l.hmrn, in order to keep pace with dielpn’axa),,m
ment, and thus secure to themselves their proper station in society.
Vawise; indeed, must be the man who, in thewe days,(fintterd hitn-
self that truth can be concealed for any length 'of time'; -sweh fze
atteawpt would not only fail, but the consequence would be-fatuly

ghage it would tend to the disorganization of every wall-

dommunity ; while the diffusion of know produces: the ihos
buneficial results, as by it the_industrious o are led . 1o vadué
mﬂ(ﬂ;ﬁamq of their superiors in science, and esteem: thiens okl
improvement. With these sentiments, Gentlemen, you wilk
xosdily believe me when I assure you that I aceoded, with..gresd
Ito wour request of laying the foundation stoneofsthid
, and fervently puy that the work we have 50 m

\eglm, may be as leted, and-
myil aﬂty of Sunderland may ever be m
m‘ﬂt protection to science.' voe Jll bluow
. ot dr JeUgUR

.,thp Members of the Commxttee were X«hen, ek
tally-presonted to His Royal Hi ,p wha

ditigtatulated them upon this unde zgtéﬁﬁ'
¥g his, conviction such mstxtntlons.

thebest means of keeping socisty togoﬂnm atoay odt
~Thewhole of this part of the-day'’s businéss: hisvs
ig.been thus eqmglet.ed, His. Royal Highness)
addressing the assemblage which was.abont 1oy
P4ré-for'the return of the procession, sgid— 1{;&:
1y0ne, duty ] have atill to perform.. Tp msudb
m 48-thess:we should never lose:si

: des ‘over: this
Wi ta ok 'M‘Ifé"‘ Eiy b i sm“ “'e,,,"fi", ‘
hope her memory be borne down to tenty
vﬁothunqdwu Idesenren) -'ilww&:d&e
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thet we'should any ¢ Grod bless th¢ Queem dT. witk
thibe times three. Yo
v The proposition was received with the mtmest
edthwsiasm, and responded to with cheers..is&
awakened many distant echoes. After this e?m
aben of loyalty, the procession returned to the Phe
nix Lodge in the same order as it set out. /-~
Several other foundations were laid durimg. this
year with Masonic honours, which it will be suff-
cient to enumerate. That of a monument at Elgin,
in memory of the Duke of Gordon, by Bro. James
Petrie, Esq.; of a Viaduct in the London and
Brighton Railway, by Bro. Folkland ; of St. John’
Church at Edinburgh, and of the Mariner’s Chnrch
at Leith, by Bro. the Right Hon. Sir James For-
rest, G. M.; of Rocester Bridge, by Bro. the Earl
of Shrewsbury; of a Wet Dock at Montrose, by
Bro. Patrick Ackley, Esq., D.G. M.; and of Saint
Thomas’s Church, caster, by Bro. E. D. Salis-
Ll

bu’l;, Esq.

'he number of testimonials to merit increase, as
we advanee nearer to our own timea. In January
a Jowel was presented to Bro. G. Warriner, Hor.
8éo. to the Ball, for masonic charities ; in April, s
masonio Jewel to Bro. Moses, Lodge of Peacerani
Harmony, Dover; in May, a Silver Sakverand-s
Joielto Bro. the Rev. Charles Woodward, Brikish
fiodgs, London; and a Jewel to Bro: the Rev. W.
€Garwithen, Lodge of Union, Chudleigh ;' in'August,
& Silver. Salver to Bro. D. M. Folkard, Royal Cia-
rdnce Brighton ; and & Silver Salverto Bro.
B0J. Teninod, ml%sq Barrister-at-law;. Liodgd 210,
Ideland ; in September, a Silver Snuff-box to Bre.
James HEntwisle, Bolton-le-Moorsy- in: Dctober;. b
Sesvive of ‘Plate to Bro. @.:J. K.:Tynte; MR,
PG.M. for' Monmouth; in Newember,. a! Silver
Bailvor:to -Bro.1the Rev. Dr. Oliver)!iD. P.6sMg
WEthuns- Lodge,: Linookns-ahd- a Giobd Watchode
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Bro. Jhnrws Wilson, Nelsdn Dodge, Newry, Lreland ;

and. in December, a Past Master’s Jewel to B!hs
Clwroos, late W.M. of the Lodge of Amity; No«200
These testimonials form isive proof of the
gweat cordiality which subsists between the brethren
st .their authorised rulers, and display. Frecmes
sonry in & light which is caloulated to: excm gm-
ral admiration. _

Cog

CHAP. VIL '
Hutory of Freemasonry in the Year 1840,

This year commenced with some judicious mear
sures which were intruded to give consistency toithe
Orderbyu emldngestanglxm roval of- its. lawes,

It had long ﬁn seen that some revisal of the Cons
stitations was necessary; for, though originally
deswn up with great wisdom and care, cases: wene

of ' constant oocurrence for which no provisiom

in that code; and the Brethren were:
in a dllemma, from which even thie Giandl
+did not possess the power to extricate or a8
aist) thewm. One of these cases had just-arisdn; in
thb'res ton of Bro. Key as a.memberi of the
Management. The Grand Lodge did ndt
ared to accept the tender, becanse the
Lam' of Masonry had. not provided for such a coxi-
wc The announeement of an intended. revi
the. Constitutions was roceived in .the
phovinceb with -apathy, althoagh it was admitidd
thad soxsé jadioions.alierations were neoobsazy.. The



1 YAVERNGIET 10

mmwgiw'a TSR
mB Iniaresk amongst, fho tay brsthoom Hoor
punte. generally imdo no esiaftin gﬁ-

tiwh 95'the Graxd - orf- the wtibjisdt’s %hg

agy. pnblic. meetings of the Craft eonvened dfosex-

Phasi A0 Opinion, or to resolve on any steplForot!
4 to a declaration of eithér g} iGno
inonstrance. The announcement passed> avndyd

unagiced, and the alterations were ul jg

:f“‘ o without the concurrence or disafprohe

tHé Provincial authorities. :

Ak the Cammittee of Masters in Febru:

W of ‘'the Committee of Laws wad ré4 "f%”;;

.. 11000 200

clifing’ that they had carefully revised the: adtemasr
tions and additions that had from time to time
mads,‘ahd recommended particularly -thb féﬂeg 3 b
Astigia I; p. 18. And that after Artielo'IPY, 3o
thiire should be'an Artiele introduced, to'¥He tHEat
thatsse:Brother should olaim to enter Grand
undil kiv mamb.and appointment should be tebtifh
to-flee. Girand Seerctary’s Office. Tho VomitHi¥Ee™
retomniended. that the re-pwblication of: MW‘”
£

tutioms be-dplayed for the present. i flad od}

aBidoSteréns. theh recorded the. folto icdRoT
of amaition 1 asi Amendments in the Book: £
tusibindo—e+! i : o elebom

bas proas o s 11) doolomA
Bage e hend { Grand Master, instend of Aiolah1p1dBob
to BdBRSbute!the folibwing'— o
Al Goahil hastied shall ‘not be apphied’ t5 on MY’ q
| ?ﬁ te '(?ur;;lh'mh)m,' & qj
%%3 Master, or Grand Secretaryiy ory
Erdns B ol % B B S e
%keﬂl  Provincial Grand Maatex)¥ to/thsurtithelebns

l‘ i roeeogrs o Lenitiol (0 v ) d3 o
i b st s ih Sk

twoy ‘;ﬁmM'lﬁhﬂ.h'MIm&mm@ﬁmﬁ
[ H . . . ot . .

) o i st MY ' 52 el *mw
r%m b e 30 Bl
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nominate-net less than two,’and nth

:‘@%ﬁma_ bers, Cmdidmioxﬂnoﬂioeof ¢

selected by the Grand Master, o A
&itvs ca ﬂndayofhn installation. But as long & 1 -
th perfvmodbythepteuntva MR
Sea’ehry he may be, from time to time,
Mfustar, on the day of his installation, wnhout lu*

ous nomination.”

Bry. Warsends, on the pact of Bro. Henderson, gude whtidofof

pobds n rlsion b the rpeal o Artil I, page "‘QG"""“ o

A!lm,mto follow Asticle I11, page 19, do pup:‘:st - amois
ﬂ ).

[fancy dress ball is annuall ealdu-abl by Abam
L@ge, ati1\Cork, for the benefit of ~thet MasbmieA
Fopplo Orphan Asylum. In the present ybmeitit
wagpconducted on a scale of superier’ npldnbm,d:
aqipas attended by the nobility and:gem 'n*:]y'
many miles ronnd ; and the mhtuy—anﬂ adﬁ.os
cory aayambled in great mambers. Cl]hd-openmg:
the ball was attended by a cerem oi'
red;.,,,,’.lﬂm Masater, Wardens, and

»f Freland, ooveud.mh'tbar,m&-'io
An ornamel!::s, and Jel:vels, emblematie-of cididurs
mnt ving ontelroo aprons d
ﬁ the Royal Arch and lﬁnl;ﬁ'f-%’i'aa
plg,.mamhed in. procession v 'bho-rodm’,
the Hent's Gf;r l"S,ln,ym the favd o 5.
Fropitinons' arriving at the. , el afq
th¥'rddrti the Master took the chair, and the Semop(l
MJmdemMrddev | The Mpdhibery

ﬂl -fO ed 1 mwol
h@gsﬁu@i :ne tol;mnpu:yfm %m&iomw»

Wﬁm &'m#mt t)!} g
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tight ':fith t:ﬁir treat. The bttld'mhaed%ﬂ!
ity, after all expenses were paid, upwands off twn
b’lndl‘-ed ponn&o et o h
. The zeal and loyalty of the Oraft were; strongly
excited and displayed in the summer of this:yes;
byl an attempt to assassinate the Queen and.-he
mﬁl Consort, The Ancient Charges declare;that
¢ Masonry has ever flourished in times of peace, and
been always injured b‘{ war, bloodshed, and eonfu:

- gion, go that kings and princes, in every age, have

been much disposed to encourage the Craftsmen o
account of their peaceabloness and loyalty, whereby
they practically answer the cavils of their adverss-
ries, and promote the honour of the Fraternity."
And never was this precept more satisfactorily ex-
emplified than on the present occasion. Addresses
of congratulation on the providential escape of these
royal personages were transmitted from every part
of the United Kingdom. All melic bodies, in
every department ofg life, tKromp y performed this
ing duty ; nor were the Freemasons bac

in shewing their loyalty and affection for the .Sove-
reign. An especial Grand Lodge waa convened for
this purpose on the 21st of June, His Royal High
ness the Grand Master being on the Throne, when
guitable Addresses to Her Majesty, and to. His
RBoyal Highness the Duke of -Sussex, were sinani
anously ted ; as well as resolutions of sympathy
to His Royal Highness Prince Albert, and Her
Radyal Highness the Duchess of Kent. The-Grand
Lodges of Seotland and Ireland pursued the ssme
eourse; ‘which was also followed by many Frovin
dial and Private Lodges. : Bt e

v. Much:angry feeling prevailed amongst: the {Biw
thren about thig time, on ac¢ount of the suspensioh
of Brothers Ald. Thomas Wood, Dr. Oru jand
&) Lée Stevens; all of whom, by their_ackivityisnd

adal;. have-randered - essantial service 14 Mnwsmy
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The “sppeal of these brethren: from the decistonind
the Board of General ; was brought beforly
the Grand Lodge at the June Quarterly Comniunid
cition, His Royal Highness the Duke of Swssetion
the Thréne. Bro. Ald. Wood’s case wab fost
Jhedrd ; in the course of which he repeated the' ded
élaration which he had made before the Board,; vien
1 ML

, &1 assure the M. W. Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge, that

T do not retain any recollection of having used the expression im-

puted to me, or any others which can be considered disr
to the Grand Master. I have to express great regret, that anys
ﬂllng I may have said should have been so construed. I spoke at
the Meeting under ireat excitement and irritation, occasioned by
circumstances which unhappily occurred on tkat day; and it is
possible that I might have used expressions, although I have no
recollection of them, which may have been understood in a sense
which was notintended. Ifso, I very much regret it, because it was
the farthest from my wish to speak discourteously of His Royal
ess, for whom personally I entertain the highest respeet:
this statement I shall withdraw my appeal, and leave my
case entirely in the hands of the Grand Lodge.”

At the suggestion of His Royal Highness, it was
then moved, seconded, and resolved unanimously :—
“ That the W. Bro. Ald. Thos. Wood be immes
dintely reinstated in all his masonic functions and
privileges.” 4
Bro. J. Lee Stevens was then called on, who adr
dressed the Grand Lodge at considerable length,
for the purpose of shewing why he found it impod-
#ible to avoid pressing his appeal; and having
cléared this point, he proceeded to read copies of the
tests which he deposited with the Board: df
ral Purposes ; and added, “ I will now, MW\,
€rand: Master, ’Prooeed with the evidence taken be
fore the Board.” The question was then disoussed,
whéther that evidenee could be ragomed in GiAnd
Lodge, and it occupied a considerable space of timie
to:determine whether such & course was oconsistent
with its usages and practice. It wasultimately dé-
dded inf the megative; on which Bro. Stevens dee
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Mhe dmwnﬁrmed. .n--buqnu“mo

“ivBro. Crusefix being called, was met. b’
velacw that his appeal was info
gﬁnﬂy it could net be entertunod ;Gml

and that therefore hmmpmmw
necessity, be confirmed.

-bMueh) diseussion arose amongst, the
vaxiops parts of the eountry Peeﬁug'
catdings.. The Grand Lodge, in xts >
tﬁbfmtlu follow :— |"']:' :
o} ¢ .‘ . o
“&0 ‘0od and Stevens 1 withﬁoﬂﬂnd

btg%; the Grand Lodgedgu;d M

which they respectively luted the < ﬁ
m&hwmty with dﬁeﬂ:‘; of the &%
:v‘;',hedldnotmfonhmygroundonwhxdah., npeeled

o, Crucefix’s appeal was objected to, on the grdung th
whs hetin codlmmtyvlv)nt.hrequhte- mtheBooﬂl‘ -

‘ Whon not involving any legal prineiple; v 1)
Pq A é‘lgrmmd of Lg..o min which expréselynbéquizs’
e ppéal must state the specific grievance, coj .
+ 8(Brbc Oruddix' admitted thel:mﬁmg: of suct VWM'
Wnﬂm Gramd Master, deolaring thati'he (b4 IfGhei¥ e
hnmd‘;xm ta the M, W. Gxand » (af mhickl hawes'
d on which his sentence was n fpnp
to discuss the evidence, he was i

'Mi! pmoshngm peclndedthaeeouue.'}‘f pedun e
19asbast

o [‘?3 "fhis ‘statoment Dr. Crucefix repﬁ’ga',ﬂ- o3l
!d;d p, adnut the onnmnn of such spenificatibn, neisidwdd:

t e evidenge,
'(he first of these statements, "t nveli"uﬂiaf&w
@Qmmnﬂb the law; is to stats the grievancs 'of ShiY

T;can B satisfied that- thmpumﬂukrhnw
,ob;ecnon are. one and '-‘W"‘-‘%S %Jmﬁ:

aj&pwurea.r
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x‘m{ m«lwﬁd.!mht 2oty ot
T 3&99 d ma.n more, mlbgtu‘)g*pm i
. !Dlhle V ut the' !ul, the only g'héhnce‘
o _mubb¥biow ItMm apopived, xnd sgainst wiidhlis
oo ad V1229900

ruubsequen&ly pubhshod -$hid> proedbd-
o 4bp Grand Lodge in the Fromarny Qansy
,for which alleged offence lid wae
be ore a Board of General Puposeaysd &bt
lden at Freemasons’ Hall, on the 18th Jnly,
- W85 thxe- new charges which would theti &ad.
—t ferred against him. This swmmons Dz, .
refused to obey ; stating, that « Having gmqp
- —p,oali membership in English Craft’ Masors¥, bis
* ™ eny the.-power of the o Board of General Purpodly £5°
“#I°me to,account in any way whatever ; .and b
ﬂfms dechne, upon this ground, attending ¥n1
= Board, a8 summoned by a letter from  tha)
= ;G} hd Secretary, under date of the 11th instent

3

;a8 paremptorily summoned, by aaecondllettbih
. -frouvthe same party, under date of the Ip}x
" On ‘ﬁﬂ)f:heso proceedings, A]freat da.vermy
" damense incpls of the Socty, thss th
mental principle of the Sqcie
=- Master mu'stp be sl:xpported hot {;nly bet?afl?

" tadombiyy zosl, -and lon% servitade, thétit" ﬂﬂbbgrht-l
tpde and ; veperatlon of the Craft, but.. hecansg, L
Bllpmt congtitutes the hmgo gx whtwel; shepr
riby..of- Froemasonry turn ut 1
thé"dignity of the Grand Master is best..
in Sha-nnity, of i the brethren ; . and: adeubb

whethér tho.tato' proseeutions #ill have's t«v}m}gﬁiﬁD
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-mion' that the punishment exoeeded e offence:
sWehile, on the other hand, it was argued.by a panv.
no less numerous, that a regard for discipline 'msd
-neeamional instances of severity necessary, as ah ex
-smple to others who might be inclined to questin
- the of the Grand Lodge, and ite pown
1to pumsh offences committed within its jurisdiction
‘Some Brethren thought it strange that Dr. Crue
i'fix, being in the chair when it was alleged that Brm.
' Ald. Wood used expressions of disparagement %
the Grand Master, should be punished for omitti

40 ¢all that brother to order, after Bro. Wood
- been acquitted of using the words imputed to him;
while, on the other hand, it was answered, that if
be was pronounced guiltless, Bro. Stevens was oor-
victed, which circumstance was sufficient to justify
the Grand Lodge in its confirmation of the sentence
whieh had been pronounced by the Board of :Gene-

ral Purposes on Bro. Crucefix. e
In a word, the opinions on all the points oon-
neeted with this most unpropitious affair, ware een-
flieting and unsatisfactory. Three of the Lender
Lodges a public vote of thanks and symipathy
. toDr. Crucefix, and a general subscription i8inow

m progress amongst the Fraternity at , td
sent him with a permanent testimonial of thii
esteem. The suspension of the three Brethren by
the Board occurred on the 10th Mareh. On the
25th of the same month, Dr. Crueefix was re-edected
» Treasurer to the Asylum ; and on the 30th :Aprl,
they werel all elected on the House Committee, by
the Governors of the Female Charity, at one of
the largest meetings on record, Bro. Bond -Cabbell
. being in the chair; who also presided over: the
- Board of General Purpeses when they wene gus-
pended from their masonic privileges; and al the
" ensuing ballot for Auditors, Dr. Crucefix appékibd
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. st rthie hread ofithe list: - At the Oommltteoanehﬁn
of: May and June, the same Bro. was called to fthe
»bhair. PPN
- - Hiappily, for the best interests of the Craft, a tyue
«miasenic feeling finally manifested itself in &1} the
: parties to this unfortunate dispute. At an
«cial Grand Lodge, holden at Freemasons’- Hall, on
the 80th of October, Dr. Crucefix offered an
logy for having written and published a letter, wha¢h
was offensive to His Boyal Highness the Graad
Master, and also for having published the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of June last in the Fres-
masons’ Quarterly Review, contrary to the amcieht
charges and constitutions of the Craft; and stated,
that *“ as during his masonic career it had been his
study to conduct himself as an useful and i
and also as a true and approved brother, obedient to
the Boards, and other Authorities of the Craft; he
could not but regret that he had been betrayed, by
.cicumstanees, into causing the publication o be
issned.” This apology being agcepted, it was re-
-solved, that the Grand Lodge should proceed no
«farther in the matter. '
... 'The Fifth Anniversary of the Asylum was.held
-at; Freemasons’ Tavern, in the month of June, Bro.
1the Hon. Henry Fitzroy, M.P. being chairman en
-4he oceasion; who, in the course of the evening,
lamented the unfortunate opposition which the
. Institution had to encounter. In proposing the
health of the Queen Dowager, the Hon. Chairman
#aid :—

¢ The next toast he had to , was the name of an illustrious
lady, whose name never appeared in public exc:gthu associated with
some act of benevolence, or work of charity. Whether that charity
was proved by effording means for providing additional instruction
40 the rising generation, or whether by putting her hand in her
pocket, to relieve the mesnest subject in the land, it was the saime
—=an appenl was never made to her, but that appeal was sure to
be answered in the most liberal and gracious manner. A fow
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days since, at the request of some of his brethren, by whom he
was now surrounded, he had taken the liberty, through Lord
Howe, to lay before Her Majesty the Queen Dowager the elaims
of this chanty, and to ask for it Her Majesty’s countenance and
g:ntecﬁon, by the smallest donation, which, by its example, wonld

productive of the most beneficial results. He was induced to
do this, not only from a knowledge of Her Majesty’s charitable
disposition, but also from a knowledge of the fact that her late
consort, King William the Fourth, was a brother of the Craft. He
had, on these two grounds, felt that it was not unlikely that Her
Majesty would listen to the request, and the result shewed that he
was not mistaken in his anticipation, for Lord Howe had forwarded
to him, (the chairman) in Her Majesty’s name, the liberal dona-
tion of £20., expressing also Her Majesty’s most gracious wishes
for the welfare of the Institution.

The Hon. Chairman’s advocacy of the Asylum
was peculiarly happy. He observed, that,

“ There was an impression existing in the minds of some of
their Brethren, although a very erroneous impression, that the
advi of a new charity would tend to dexrlve the other chari-
ties of those revenues which have hitherto flowed into their aid;
but he (the chairman) did not believe that such would be the case.
Lord Durham had himself said, in a memorable speech of his,
that the exercise of charity, and the practice of benevolence, should
be as wide and general among Masons, as the principle of adimnis.
sion waa comprehensive. He knew that the heart of a Mason was
ever open to the cry of distress, and that there was no Institution
which should be once proved beneficial to his fellow man, that he
would not go out of his way to support. But while all objects of
christian charity had claims upon his ?mpathies, there were some
objects which more immediately called them into action; and al-
though youth and manhood had their sufferings, what could be a
more distressing picture than destitute and indigent old age ? Let
them picture to themselves a man,f who, possessed of every virtue,
‘after toiling up hill through a long, virtuous, righteous, and indus-
trious life, and practising the sublime precepts of their Craft, sud-
denly deprived of every comfort, and even necessity, in old age.
Behold him destitute of every support at a time when he most re-
quired it! Behold their destitute and indigent Brother, with no
brotherly hand to smooth his passage down the rugged hill of
life, and say whether this was a picture which any Brother of the
Craft could look upon coolly. Was this picture overcharged ¢
‘Was it not, a very short time since, that such was the fate of a
Brother, who had often graced that room with his presence? Let
them, however, celebrate the eternal honour of those who had res-
cued the Craft from the stigma of being the only body which had
not made a provision for old age. The prayer of gratitude would
not return empty handed on those who had begun this work!
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They would be tenfold rewarded by the recollection, in the last
dark vision of life, that they had rescued their Brother from a state
of wretchedness and poverty, which would cast at least one ray of
brightness over the sad scene. Charity, he had said, was the key-
stone on which the Craft was raised. The Craft was founded on
one of the two great Commandments, * Love thy neighbour as
thyself;”” and it was the bounden duty of every member of it to
think of their aged and destitute Brethren. Asylums had been
provided for the young, but was that a reason why they should not
make provision for the old; and endeavour to furnish mpﬁon and
consolation to those who, in the day of prosperity, had liberally
contributed to their friends in want and distress—for those who
had arrived at that dark and gloomy state of human life, so beau-
tifully described in the Sacred Books? When * the years shall
draw nigh in which I shall say I have no pleasure in them ; when
the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars, are darkened,
and the clouds return not after the rain—when the keepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men bow themselves—when
they shall be afraid of that which is nigh, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond-tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall
be a burden, and desire shall fail, because ¢ Man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets.” Much had already
been done, but much still remained to be done. He (the Hon. Chair-
man) feared not the opposition which they might meet with—he
feared not any opposition nor lukewarmness without—he feared
not any opposition within—for he could not feel that any Mason
who had taken one step in the Craft could say that they (the pro-
moters of the Asylum) were not acting on the very spirit and con-~
stitution of Masonry, when they were providing an Asylum for those
who had been their worthy Brothers.”

The subscriptions at this meeting amounted to
about seven hundred pounds.

About this time Freemasonry lost ome of its
most active and valuable members, in the death of
the Pro-Grand Master, the Earl of Durham, who
departed this life, somewhat suddenly, at Cowes, in
the Isle of Wight. His Lordship was attended by
s local physician, who did not consider him in imme-
diate danger ; and the sad crisis which followed was
but little anticipated by his family ; by whom, how-
ever, the deceased nobleman had the consolation of
being surrounded in his dying hour.

is Lordship’s masonic career was long and bril-

Liant. He was appointed, by the Duke of Sussex,

to the office of P. G. M. for Durham, in 1818, and
G
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succeeded to the Deﬁuty and Pro-Grand Master-
ship of Masons for England ; and discharged the
weighty duties of all these offices with universal satis-
faction and applanse. The sense of duty and pro-
priety which ever actuated our noble Brother, was
thus expressed by himself, when the Brethren in
the province of Durham presented his Lordship with
a apfendid Masonic Jewel, “as a token of their fra-
ternal consideration for his constant attention, and

rsonal kindness to the Craft; and to mark the

igh sense of gratitude they entertained for his dig-
nified and zealous discharge of the important duties
of Provincial Grand Master.” On this occasion,
his Lordship said,—*1I have ever felt it my daty to
support and encourage the principles and practice
of Freemasonry, because it powerfully developes all
social and benevolent affections ;—because it miti-
gates without, and annihilates within, the virulence
of political and theological controversy;—because it
affords the only neutral ground on which all ranks
and classes can meet in perfect equality, and asso-
ciate without degradation or mortification, whether
for the purposes of moral instruction, or of social in-
tercourse.”

In this distinguished and noble Brother, the Free
and Accepted Mason lost a sincere friend, and the
Order a strenuous and consistent defender. In
every department of the Craft where his services
were in requisition, the benefits conferred by his
zeal and assiduity were evident and lasting. His

residency was characterized by mildness and good

umour, which found its way to every heart; while
his authority was asserted with a firmness and taet
which no one cared to question, because every dis-
play of power was accompanied by a suavity which
won over the affections even of those who were
justly exposed to his censure. The esteem of the
i‘raternity in the Provinces over which he presided
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hasnot expended itself in mere expressions of sym-
thy and regret, or in addresses of condolence to
is inconsolable widow ; but, at a meeting, held in
Newcastle, to promote the erection of a monument
to his memory, upwards of £4,000. were subscribed
for that purpose, which sum has been since in-
ereased, by contributions from every part of the
country.

He was interred in the family vault at Chester-
le-Street. More than three hundred of the brethren
attended the funeral, and the carriages of his rela-
tifves and friends amounted 11;;)(1175.}”“’)11‘he number
of persons in carriages wo ro| be about
450p;e and there were hundredspwho v)v'a.]ked the
whole way alongside. The distance between Lamb-
ton Castle and Chester-le-Street is two miles and a
half ; and some idea of the length of the procession
may be formed from the fact, that the tenantry on
horseback had reached Chester before the last of
the carriages had left the Castle. The whole length
of the road, on each side, was thronged with per-
sons, and the street, windows, house-tops, wherever,
in short, a coign of van could be found, was co-
vered with spectators. k were hung out
from the beautiful spire of the church, and from
several of the private houses; and the number of

rsons gathered in the town and immediate neigh-

urh has been estimated at from 30,000 to
50,000.

To express its sense of the irreparable loss of this
great Freemason, the Grand Lodge, anxious that
every testimony of res should be paid to the
memory of the deceased noble and exalted Brother,
ordered that its members, and those of every subor-
dinate Lodge, should be placed in mourning for six
months.

Whilst these affairs occupied the attention of the
Fraternity in our own island, intelligence was re-

2
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ceived from India, that the appointment of Provin-
cial Grand Masters for the different districts had
been attended with a very beneficial effect to Free-
masonry. New Lodges were constituted, and initi-
ations became numerous and frequent. Dr. Grant,
Dr. Burnes, Major Macdonald, Major-General Lind-
say, Robert Neave and other eminent Brethren, were
laced in offices of trust, and they have done ample
Justice to their appointment. The accounts of their
proceedings are most gratifying, and the Brethren in
that distant part of the globe sustain the reputation
of Freemasonry in a manner which excites the asto-
nishment of the natives, who cannot be persuaded
but the Masons are members of an unholy league
with some forbidden power.* A temple for the
meetings of the Craft is in contemplation, to which
schools and dwellings are to be attached, for the
i:atuitous education and maintenance of the chil-
en of indigent brethren, and orphans; and a
Fund of Benevolence is proposed for the general re-
lief of worthy and distressed Freemasons.
It is to the honour of Freemasonry that a man of
Sir Walter Scott’s talents and genius had such an
affection for the Craft, that he spent, as he himself

® An amusing anecdote is related in the Freemasons’ Review
for 1839. ¢ The lower order of the Hindoos being at a loss to
comprehend the occasion of the Freemasons’ meetings, conceived
their mysteries are expounded by dancing gestures, and likeni
them to their own natches, they style the Freemasons’ ceremoni
as the ¢ Chumera ka natch,’ the leather dance, in reference to the
apron. They also consider that ¢ magic’ is practised by them, and
they term the Lodge building ‘Jadoo Gurh,’ Sorcery or Magic-
house. Lately, a punkah-puller, who was squatting outside the
banquetting-room of a Lodge, was observed to become gradually
sleepy over his duty, to the manifest inconvenience of the Bre-
thren, and the punkah at length was still. One of the Brethren
left the room, and found the lazy puller fast asleep. A
touch with the rope aroused the sleeper, who, suddenly awaken
and seeing the Brother in his full paraphernalia, his dream was over;
bewildered and alarmed, he screamed out, ‘Jadoo Gurh! Jadoo
Gurh! and vanished. No consideration could ever induce him
to repeat his visit to the portals of the Sorcery-house.”
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often testified, many of his most delightful hours
within the walls of the Lodge, in the enjoyment of

¢ The feast of reason, and the flow of soul;”

and it is equally to the honour of the Masonic
body, that its members have been amongst the
~ foremost to confer humous honours on the me-
mory of a Great Light, which glads mankind by its
appearance, only at long and distant intervals. Our
annals include a Wolsey, a Locke, an Ashmole,
a Newton, and a Wren; they also include,—and
there are many brethren living who have had the
happiness to sit in a Lodge with him,—a Scott.
The hidden recesses of the human heart were laid
bare before his scrutinizing eye, and his graphic
fancy conv?ed impressions to the mind, which,
once planted there, could never be eradicated. We
have already seen one Grand Masonic Meeting, to
erect a trophy to his memory; and his grateful
countrymen were again assembled, in the month of
August in the present year, to lay the first stone of
a Metropolitan Monument, which is designed to
convey to posterity the gratitude that was felt to-
wards this great and good man, for the countless
benefits which mankin§ have derived from his im-
mortal works. The solemnity was, in its rincigal
details, masonic ; but it was also attended, as Sir
William Rae observed, “ by a countless host of all
parties, all ranks, and all ages, with a fair propor-
tion of the lovely and the beautiful, who came for-
ward, as with one impulse, to exhibit their admira-
tion and regard for the memory of their distinguished
countryman, whose fame has stretched to the ut-
most bounds of the habitable globe —who has
extended the fame of his native country—whether
he ponrtraied, the character of her kings, of her
ancient mobles, or painted the simple manners of
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her simple cottagers, of his own day. In all of
these efforts, he alike applied himself to attest his
own sense of genuine patriotism, and to advance the
cause of virtue and morality.”

This splendid and interesting ceremony, which
was anticipated with great anxiety for many weeks,
by all classes of the inhabitants, took place.-under
the most favourable circumstances. ing the
forenoon the city exhibited a constant bustle to and
fro, which indicated, evem to the most listless
stranger, that something unusual was on the tapis.
About one o’clock, the shops throughout the line of
procession began to shut, and continued so during
the day. At one o’clock the Masonic body assem-
bled in the quadrangle of the College, where they
were marshalled by their respective officers; and
never, on any former occasion in the annals of the
city, did the Masonic Brethren turn out in such
imposing numbers. It is calculated that 1,500
brethren took a in the ceremonial of the day.
This procession began to move from the Coll
square about a quarter X:lst two o’clock, preceded by
a strong body of the Edinburgh police, in uniform,
and the band of the Queen’s ; the rear being
similarly brought up, the band of the 29th Foot
taking their station in that part of the procession.
A squadron of the Bays hnes the streets.

Previous to the procession leaving the quadran-

le, the Right Worshipful Master and Wardens of
the Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary's Ch;gel, waited
upon the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and,
in the name of the ancient e, over which they
resided, presented his Lordship with an elegant
ilver Trowel.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to accept
the same, and took the opportunity of thanking the
brethren of that Lodge for the uniform kindness he
had received from them since his initiation into the
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.nysteries of Light, and at the same time to
.hank such of the office-bearers of the Grand Lodge
48 were present, for the support he had received
rom them on all occasions. )

A few minutes before three o’clock, the Grand
Lodge, and other masonic bodies, took their stations
on the eastern gallery, the Lord Provost, the Right
Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart. taking
his place in front, as Grand Master Mason of Scot-
land ; supported on the right by the Earl of Rothes,
Deputy grand Master ; and the Earl of Stair, Act-
ing Past Grand Master. The office-bearers of the
Grand Lodge were the following :—

Substitute Grand Master,—Sir Thos. D. Lauder, Bart.
Senior Grand Warden,—Admiral Sir D. Milne, G. C. B.
Acting Junior Warden,—D. Anderson, Esq. of St. Germains.
Acting Grand Treasurer,—H. D. Inglis, Esq. W. 8.

Grand Secretary - - W. A. Laurie, Esq. W.S.

Grand Clertk - - - John Maitland, Esq.

Grand Bard - - - R. Gilfillan, Esq.

Senior Deacon - - - J. Graham, Esq.

Acting Junior Deacon « Sir James Spittal.

Grand Chaplain - - Rev. Alex. gtewu-t, of Douglas.
Grand Jewellr - - W. Cunningham, Esq.
Architect of Monument G. W. Kemp.

Sculptor - - - - - John Steell.

The Masonic procession had a most imposing ap-
ce, and t£e beautiful uniform of the 5eltlc
e in particular, attracted much attention. The
Brethren present included Deputations from Lodges
in all parts of Scotland. After an eloquent and ap-
ropriate prayer, offered up by the Rev. Alexander
tewart, the Grand Chaplain, the ceremony of lay-
ing the Foundation Stone commenced with the
usual Masonic rites; the Grand Master using the
silver trowel above mentioned. During the cere- -
mony the band played, with great taste, and solemn
expression, the Sicilian Mariner's Hymn.
the foundation stone were deposited a glass
jar, and a plate containing the following inscription,
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besides a plate with the names of the office-bearers
of the Grand Lodge, &c.

This Graven Plate,
Deposited in the Base of a Votive Building,
On the fifteenth day of August, in the of Christ, 1840;
Andneverlikelytoleethefvi:h.‘; in,
Till all the surrounding structures are crumbled to dust
By the decay of time, or by human or elemental violence,
May then testify to a distant posterity, that his Countrymen
began on that day
To raise an E and Architectural Monument
TO THE MEMORY SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART.,
‘Whose admirable Writi were then allowed
To have given more delight, and suggested
better feeli

9
To a larger class of Readers, in every rank of Society,
Than those of any other Author, with the exception
of Shakspeare alone,
And which were therefore thought likely to be remembered
Long after the act of gratitude
On the part of the first generation of his Admirers
Should be forgotten.
He was born at Edinburgh, 15th August, 1771 ; and died at
Abbotsford, 21st September, 1882.

The Foundation of the Monument was laid by the
Right Hon. 8ir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart. Lord Provost
of Edinburgh, and
GRAND MASTER MASON OF SCOTLAND,
The Sub-Committee, in charge of the Work, bei
The Right Hon. Sir William Rae, of St. Catherine’s, Bart. ;
r. Thomas Hope, Professor of Chemistry;
George Forbes, Esq. Treasurer ;
Thomas Thompson. Esq. Advocate ; and
‘William Burn, Esq. Architect;
With the aid and advice of
The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville ;
James Skene, Esq. of Rubislaw, Secretary;
George M'.qum , Architect ;
John Steell, Sculptor;
In the fourth year of the Reign of Queen Victoria the First.

‘When the stone was lowered, and the ceremony
completed, the band struck up the lively air of
“*Tis good to be merry and wise,—'tis good to be
honest and true,” which was succeeded by three leud
and hearty cheers,
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The next, and tru ropriate air, was the
old tune of “The mﬁns}) Anthen,l,” whichg:fl‘:
Grand Master, Dignitaries, and all the Brethren

present, accompanied with the accustomed joyous
action.

The Lord Provost then addressed Sir William
Rae and the Committee as follows :—

¢ Having had the honour of being placed at the head of the
Order of Freemasonry in Scotland, it has fallen to my lot to take
a part in the proceedings of this day, and to lay this Foundation
Stone. Other, shall I say, imperishable monuments, which him-
self has raised, will, no doubt, transmit to posterity the fame of
‘Walter Scott. This, however, which we hope to erect, will record
a nation’s admiration, and a nation’s gratitude. Scotland claims
him as particularly her own. This city was his birth-place ; here his
youth—here his professional life was spent—here was seen the first
developement of that genius which was afterwards found capable of
such mighty achievements. I congratulate you, sir, and the other
gentlemen of the Committee, on the event ofy this day. You have
at last witnessed the commencement of the work which has been
80 long the object of your anxiety and solicitude. By the labour
of several years, and the most mature deliberation, which you
could exercise, you have been able to devise the plan of an edifice,
appropriate and noble, worthy of the occasion, worthy of him in
wl;mse honour it is to be raised, and worthy of the artist of whose
genius it is the fruit. By your exertions also, such a sum has been
raised as warrants to begin and carry on the building; and I
am confident that if more shall be required to complete the plan
which the architect first suggested, your countrymen will not be
backward in furnishing the necessary means. The site appears
most suitable, on one of the greatest thoroughfares, the daily re-
sort of the population, surrounded by our romantic localities,
which his pen so often delighted to describe. To you, sir, and to
many around you, this day will call up many grateful recollec-
tions. You will remember those qualities which formed him to
be the delight of society, and which knit him in lasting bonds of
affection with many tried and faithful friends. It would be, I feel,
a presumptuous, as happily it is an unnecessary task, to delineate
here the merits and character of this illustrious man. He threw
around his name a bright lustre, and his country shared in his re-
nown ; to Scott and to Scotland the eyes of the civilized world were
directed. Strangers from all countries visited him when living,
and they still look with eager curiosity to the place of his resi-
dence—they view with interest every thing connected with his
name. How diversified were his talents! Inspired with the most
enthusiastic admiration of our ancient national poetry, and of the
mnnulmdehivdryofformertimu,howdidhecr;neamm

G
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in our literature, and dassle us with the i and the faith-

fulness of his pictures of the times that had away? When
sated with the fame of his poetry, he was not inactive, but entered
on a new , and with rich profusion forth in endless

succession his stories of knowl of the human heart, and deli-
nuudwi&hilpowexﬁﬂm.thomnenmdtheohm
of former generations. If his life had been prolonged, it is not
unmtunltom&p‘ou that, from some delightful sketches which he
gave, he might have added to his fame that of excellence in histo-

rical composition. It is with pleasure we have met on this occa-

sion to the duty to which we have been called. This was
the birth-day of Scott—this the anniversary of a day when a
British Sovereign revisited our long-deserted is, an ex-

Pa.heel—-t.hu,
traordinary day in the calendar, was also the birth-day of Napoleon.
The Masonic have had much satisfaction in doing honour to
this day, for, to his other claims, he added that of a Brother; he
was a sealous, a trut:e-;arted Ma:lo:’; his nﬁem enrolled in
one of our Lodges; had been charmed with his society;
they counted it an honour that he had been enrolled among them.
I beg to thank the Committee for the readiness with which they
acceded to my proposal of the Grand Lodge; and I rejoice to
think that the whole ceremony, grand and imposing, has been con-
ducted in a way worthy of the occasion.”

Sir W. Rae then addressed the assembly at great
length, after which the band was requested to play
the national air, “Rule Britannia,” and that bei
followed by a salute of seven guns from the Ro
Artillery, the procession moved off in reverse order,
to their respective destinations, and dispersed.

In the evening, the members and friends of the
Celtic Lodge dined together in the Calton Con-
vening Room, R.W.M. Donaldson in the chair,
supported by R. W. Lawrie, Grand Secretary;
R. Gilfillan, Grand Bard ; Mr. Kemp, Architect;
Mr. Dick, of the Albion ; Mr M¢ , Mr. Ballan-
tyne, and other members of the Scott Committee,
&c. &c. Deputations were also present from the
Lodges of St. John’s, Peebles ; St. Mungo’s, Glas-
gow 5 and Perth. About a hundred sat down to an
excellent dinner, during which, and throughout the
evening, the company were entertained with appro-
priate airs from a select band. Mr. Lawrie, in a
neat speech, proposed “The Poets of Scotland,”
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wulﬂ;d with the names of Brothers Gilfillan and
Ballantyne, then present. Bro. Gilfillan returned
thanks, and “craved a bumper to the memory of
him whose fame they were that day celebrating,—
Sir Walter Scott,—a man who had shed a lustre
over his country, that not only made those of other
nations enquirers about ¢ the land of mountain and of
flood,” but made them become pilgrims to the
spots which his genius had rendered immortal. And
when we looked at the splendours of our city, this
day, lit up with sunshine, falling upon landseapes
the most Iovely that could be beheld, we ought not
to forget that this city—*‘our own romantic town,’
was the birth-place of the mighty Minstrel, and in
whose localities those works were planned and pen-
ned, which men of all nations had declared to be im-
perishable.” The toast was drunk in silence, but
three cheers were given to the fame of the Novelist
and Bard. The evening was enlivened by several
excellent songs, and, after a cup of thanks to Bro.
Donaldson, for his labours throughout all the details
of the ceremony of this day, as well as his social

ualities as chairman, the meeting separated at
eleven o’clock, having spent a delightful and highly
intellectual evening.

An important question was mooted in the present
year, which still remains undecided, viz., whether
the practice of Freemasonry in the army be consis-
tent with the observance of such a state of military
discipline as is required among soldiers in the active
service of their country? The question is new, be-
cause many regiments have had attached to
them from time immemorial ; but while equal sur-
prise and regret have been expressed that such an
objection should be raised in the nineteenth centulg,
when Masonry is in its most palmy state, we frankly
confess that we are rather inclined to hail the dis-
cussion of any general argument which may be urged
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inst the Craft ; because an impartial investi
tion of its principles cannot fail to end triumphantly.
The case was this :—The 38th regiment, stationed
in Limerick, having had a Masonic warrant, No.
441, of the Registry of Ireland, in the regiment for
the last fifty years, glthough it being some time
sinoce the Brethren met as a through the ex-
ertions of their Colonel (Piper), who was the W.M.
while in India, they revived the Lodge; and having
got the Brethren of the Ancient Limerick Lodge to
assist, the Master and Officers were installed on the
23rd June. The circumstance, having been inserted
in a Limerick paper, came under the notice of Sir
Edward Blakeney, who immediately wrote to know
if such a transaction occurred amongst the officers
and men of the 38th; and being answered, that
they considered, while the 42nd, 79th, 4th Dra-

ns, and several other regiments, had Masonic

attached to them, and particularly as they
were under the special protection of the law, inas-
much as when all other gecret Societies were prohi-
bited, a special exception was made to Masonry,
they could not see any breach of military discipline ;
but, notwithstanding all these, and other arguments,
being used, Sir Edward ordered them to return the
warrant at once, and cease to meet as Masons.

Sir Edward Blakeney is an officer of high and
unblemished reputation, and every act of his bears
the sanction of authority. It is clear, that in the
opinion of this gallant Commander, the practice of

reemasonry is inconsistent with the due subordi-
nation which the service requires from those gentle-
men who hold Her Majesty’s commission. fn this

int of view it may be salely pronounced, that Sir
Eodward Blakeney is sincere, and actuated by a
strict sense of what he considers to be a paramount
duty attached to the high station of trust in which
he has been placed by the favour of his monarch,
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The zeal thus displayed by this distinguished
Officer, is, however, unfortunately, a zeal without
knowledge. Freemasonry is a system in which
subordination is, if possible, more strictly enforced
than in the army. How stringent soever may be
the details of military discipline, the discipline of
Freemasonry is equally severe. The ancient charges
provide, that the Officers of a e, supreme and
subordinate, are to be obeyed in their respective sta~-
tions, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.
The Master, in the chair, is as despotic in his power,
as the Colonel of a regiment; and if Masons meet
in the Lodge on the level, so do the Officers at their
mess ; and in each case, though a system of equality
is observed, so far as regards social intercourse, the
distinctions of rank are carefully observed, and the
courtesies due to each officer marked by a code of
honour, which no one can violate with impunity.

Again,—the ancient charges and regulations of
Masonry lay it down as an axiom, that “a Mason
is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever
he resides or works ; and is never to be concerned
in plots or conspiracies against the peace and wel-
fare of the nation, nor to behave himself undutifully
to inferior magistrates.” And, “though all Masons
are as brethren upon the level, yet nry takes
no honours from a man that he had before.” It di-
rects the brethren to “cnltivate brotherly love, the
foundation and cape-stone, the cement and glory, of
this ancient fraternity ; to avoid all wrangling and
quarrelling, all slander and backbiting, not permit-
ting others to slander any honest brother ; but de-
femgiing his character, and doing him all good offices,
as far a8 is consistent with their honour and safety,
and no farther. That all may see the benign influ-
ence of Masonry, as all true Masons have done from
tl;e beginning of the world, and will do to the end
of time.”
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Thus kept within compass by laws of very ancient
date, sociegy can have P::t.}ling to fearelz-om the
K;actioe of Freemasonry. The proceedings of the

ternity have been tested by the experience of
ages ; and the monarchs of every free country have
extended their patronage to it, as an institution of
peace and unity, whose tenets may improve the mind
and humanize the heart; but cannot, by any possi-
bility, be perverted to sanction the designs of sedi-
tion, insubordination to lawful authority, or any
conspiracy which may endanger the security of the
throne, or affect the liberty of the people.

It would be difficult to conjecture in what respect
the service would be benefitted by the exclusion of
Freemasonry. Would the soldier be more zealous
to execute the commands of his superior Officers if
he were unwuainted with the obligations of Free-
masonry? Would he be more strict in the perform-
ance of military discipline, or more punctual in the
discharge of his usual and social duties? If this
were capable of proof, the decision of Sir Edward
Blakeney would doubtless be correct. But the
principles of Masonry tend to inculcate a different
result. A Mason is bound, by his tenure, not only
to yield obedience to his lawful superiors—not only
to rule and govern his passions, to keep a tongue of
good report, and to practise secresy, (a most esti-
mable virtue in a soldier during the arduous period
of actual service,) but he is also enjoined to act in
every capacity according to the dictates of reason
and religion, to cultivate harmony, to maintain cha-
rity, and to live in unity and brotherly love. Now
what is there in all this which is unfavourable to

the existence of military discipline ?

But the subject will admit of a still more ex-
tended reference ; for Freemasonry does not rest its
claims to public esteem on the existence of negative
benefits. It is believed, that instead of the service



ERIC R TR AT

v

OF FREEMASONRY. 135

being deteriorated by an association with our noble
Order, it would derive essential advantages from
such a connexion. In the details of warlike opera-
tions, who could be more safely entrusted to under-
takea difficult and hazardous expedition than those
who have taken the vow of fraternity —than those
who are solemnly pledged to the practice, not only
of secresy, but of fortitude, and prudence, and jus-
tice *—than those who are bound to support each
other in weal and in woe, in prosperity and adver-
sity; and to stand by each other to the death?
Such men are capable of any enterprize. They form
the strength of ti: army. They are the Nisi and
Euryali of the host; and the most implicit confi-
dence may be placed in their good faith, attended
with a perfect assurance that it will never be vio-
lated. Life may be sacrificed, but Masonic virtue
cannot be moved.

Nulla meis sine te queeretur gloria rebus,

Seu pacem, seu bella geram : tibi maxima rerum,

Verborumque fides. Zn. IX. 277.

A wrriter in the Naval and Military Gazeétts has

stated the subject in another, but equally lucid point
of view. He says, “I must confess myself unable
to comprehend the object of this most arbitrary pro-
ceeding on the e(rart of Sir Edward Blakeney, and
ghall feel obliged if you will throw some light on it,
and state what it is, connected with Freemasonry,
that has led Sir Edward Blakeney thus to condemn
it as an improper Society for military men to belong
to. If he can shew that its introduction into the
army has been in any way subversive of good order
and military discipline, the question is of course set-
tled ; but I must remark, that if any such objection
does exist, it is strange that it has never been stated
until now ; and that it altoiether escaped the notice
of the following general Officers, who were, to the
full, as anxious to maintain strict discipline in the
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British army, as the gallant Commander of the
Forces in Ireland :—His Royal Highness the Duke
of York, ;l{ne late D}xkﬁ:.f; _Ricbmé):r({, Efs%:f Har-
rington, uis o of Don
more, Sir J:;‘;l Stuart, Sirlggi’n Doyle, Lordo(;f:-
bermere, (who was ﬁreeent lately when his son, an
Officer in the 7th Hussars, was initiated into the
mysteries of Freemasonry,) and many others, living
and dead, were all members of the Masonic Brother-
hood, which Sir Edward Blakeney has taken upon
himself to denounce as dangerous and hostile to the
well being of the army. Did Sir Edward Blakeney
ever hear that the 46th fought less gallantly at Do-
minica, in 1805, because opposed to a body of
French, consisting for the most part of Freemasons,
although there was at the time a regimental Ma-
sonic fodge in the 46th¢ or can he shew, in the
whole army, regiments which have uniformly main-
tained a higher character for strict discipline,
oconduct, and bravery in the field, than the following
regiments, (which I name from memory) :—Ist
Dragoons, 28th, 29th, 38th, 42nd, 46th, 71st, 79th,
and 88th, to each of which there is, or was lately,a
Masonic Lodge attached ¢ ™

There is much truth in this argument; and we
hope that Sir Edward Blakeney will take it into his
most serious consideration ; for although, from the
operation of this prohibitory measure, we do not en-
tertain the slightest apgrehension for the welfare of
Freemasonry, yet we hope, for the satisfaction of
his own mind, this gallant Officer will procure ad-
mission into the Craft, that he may experience, in
his own person, the stability of that bond of Ma-
sonic union, which cements the chain of brotherly
love, and would constitute the most efficient bulwark
to his authority, if put into active exercise, in all the

iments under his command.

A splendid token of respect was this year pre
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=ented by the Brethren at Bombay to Bro.Dr.Burnes,
~2G.M. for the Western Provinces of India, con-
sisting of three massive Silver Pillars, representing
- the most noble orders of Architecture, sur-
mounted by the figures Faith, Hope, and Charity,
‘and each bearing on its pedestal an appropriate de-
wvice. On the first side, the following inscription :—
= ¢ This Pillar, along with two others, representing the three
most noble orders of Architecture, was, on the Festival of St. John
the Evangelist, A. L. 5838, unanimously voted by the Brethren of
the Lodge Perseverance, of Bombay, 546, to their Right Worship=
ful Master, Brother JaMEs BurnEes, LL.D., F.R.S., K.G.O., and
. P.G.M. for Western India, as a token of their fraternal affection,
and tomark their deepfelt regard for his brotherly conduct to them-
" selves, as well as their high sense of his brilhant and successful
efforts in the cause of Charity, Friendship, and Love to all men.”
¢ On the second side—The Armorial ings of Bro. Burnes.
“ On the third side—The Arms of the Perseverance,
being the square and compass encircled by a ribband, containing
the name and number of the Lodge.
 On the fourth side—A suitable Masonic Device, differing in
each Pillar, and applicable to three degrees of St. John’s Masonry.”
Several other testimonials have graced the pre-
sent year. A Gold Box was presented to Bro. G.
W. Creighton, Esq. Barrister-at-law, Leicester
Lodge, Ireland; and a superb Silver Vase and
Cover to Bro. G. J. Baldwin, ., of «Fifty,”
Dublin ; a Past Master’s Jewel to Bro. Molineux,
P.G.D. of Ceremonies, Lodge of Sincerity, Liver-
pool ; a Silver Epergne and Candelabrum to Bro.
Cuff, late of Freemasons’ Tavern; a Silver Dinner
Service to Bro. Sir Herbert Compton, P.G.M. for
the Coast of Coromandel ; and a Gold Watch and
lSlil::r-chased Casket to Bro. Ribbans, of Birming-
The numerous testimonials to deserving Brethren
which have been recorded in the annals of the last
ten years, from the Grand Master down to the
Sec of a Private Lodge, form a powerful evi.
dence of the benefits which have been accomplished
within that period, by the united effects of zeal and
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assiduity. No one can minutely investigate the
science of Freemasonry without becoming wiser and
better. The charm operates imperceptibly upon the
heart, and, as its details become familiarized to the
recollection, the avidity for further information in-
creases, and the studious Brother soon arrives at the
sammit of the Ladder, and receives his reward, as
well in the secret consciousness of mental improve-
ment, as in the public approbation of his Masonic
companions,

Several Foundation Stones were laid this year,
with Masonic honours, which it would be unneces-
sary to describe, as the ceremonials bear a striking
resemblance to each other. In March, this solem-
nity was performed at Heckmondwike, by the Right
Hon. Bro. Lord Mexborough, P.G.M. West York-
shire, in levelling the foot stone of a Blanket Hall ;
in May, of a Bridge across the Leven, in Scotland,
by Bro, the Right%?lon. the Earl of Rothes, P.G.M.
for Fife; of a new Church, at Thornhill, in Scot-
land, by the W.M. of St. John’s Lodge in that
Town ; of a Corn Exchange, at Wa.keﬁﬁtad, by the
above-named active and talented P.G.M. for West
Yorkshire, Lord Mexborough ; in June, of Queen's
Hoslpital at Birmingham, by Bro. the Right Hon.
Earl Howe, P. Senior Grand Warden, and of a
Public Monument to the Memory of Bro. Trevor
Correy, Esq., K.T. and K.M,, at Newry, by the
Rev. Dr. Campbell. In all these instances, where
Masonry has Eeen brought into requisition, in the
way of public solemnities, it is evident that the Craft
is held in high esteem, and considered an indispen-
sable adjunct to consecrate the details of ceremonial
observances, and to convey weight and authority to
events, which are in themselves of peculiar import-
ance to the parties immediately interested, as well
a8 to the community at large, in whose neighbour-
hood the improvements take place.
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A general view of the present state of Freema-
sonry will form a proper conclusion of our labours.
In our own country it has assumed a commandin,;
position, which combines strength, stability, an
usefulness. The judicious apphication of its bene-
volent funds have given it a character for consis-
tency, in the union of profession and practice, which
has placed it on a proud elevation amongst the
Institutions of the country, and invested it with the

tronage of the wise, the talented, and the wealthy.

inces, peers, and prelates, have not thought it
beneath their dignity to bestow the advantamf
their influence and example in promoting its chari-
table p ; nor has the aristocracy of talent
been withheld from the graver researches into its
history, literature, and science. It provides for
the destitute, it trains up the rising generation to
virtue and usefulness, the orphan’s wants are not
disregarded, nor do the widow’s tears flow in vain.
The argument so often used at the beginning of the
present century, that Freemasonry is behind the
times, that the exclusive and secret character of
Freemasonry is not in accordance with the spirit of
the age, that while other sciences are progressing
with great rapidity, Freemasonry remains stationary,
and makes no advances whatever,—cannot apply to
the Society as it is practised now. We need only take
a deliberate view of the present state of the (;rder,
compared with its exclusive tendency at that period,
to be convinced that the argument is erroneous.

Freemasonry holds on a progressive and improv-
ing course; and it is a question whether the science
does not advance at least as rapidly as any other in-
dividual institution in this country, where literary
societies are so abundant. If we consider the highly

ble character of our Grand and Prov. Grand
mg;, composed as they are, of noble and talented
Brothers, we shall see that this opinion is very
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generally entertained amongst the Craft. Nay, at
the present moment, there exists—not in this or
that province merely, but throughout the whole
Masonic community—an intense excitement
ing the philosophy of Masonry, which is daily
reading and increasing, under the influence of
literary characters who have enrolled their names
amongst us. To those who regard the
merely as a bacchanalian meeting, Freemasonry is
still behind the times. But to that noble band,
who consider Freemasonry as it really is, an engine
to enlighten the mind, and disseminate science and
morals through everydepartment of life, it is not only
equal with the times, but it soars beyond the nar-
row and selfish pursuits of bigotry ang superstition,
and opens the arms of benevolence to embrace, in
one wide and universal bond, the fraternity of every
:.lilll;;, every religion, and every grade of political
eeling.
In%he sister kingdoms, the science presents an
aspect equally favourable, and its Lodges flourish
under the patronage of nobility, who attend the
meetings, and, by their personal example, enforce
those beneficent regulations which distinguish the
frooeedin of Freemasonry, and raise it above the
evel of ordinary Societies where men associate them-
selves together for benevolent or scientific purposes.
The stately banquet—the fancy ball—the proces-
gion by torch-light—all serve the purposes of
sacred charity; and thus Freemasonry, in both
branches of the United Kingdom, while it contri-
butes to the amusement an§ gratification of the
rich, sheds its blessings on the poor and needy.
The details of the Order are conducted with a mag-
nificence worthy of a great and noble Institution,
displaying its honours in the stately halls of the
prince’s palace, as well as in the secluded retreat of
tyled Lodges. Is the loyalty of Freemasonry ques-
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tioned? The answer is ready. It is patronized
and conducted by those who have the greatest stake
in the country, and with whom disloyalty would

nerate loss of honour, wealth, and distinction.
ﬁe grand pillar of Masonry contributes to the
support of our civil and social establishments, con-
necting the Order with all that is dear to the heart
in our altars and our homes. Thestate, during the

riod which these sheets are intended to illustrate,
recognised the faithful character, and confidin,
loyalty of Irish Masonry, and conferred the privi-
lege of exemption from penalties which attach to
oiiers who have not the advantage of initia-
tion into its mysteries.

Freemasonry has had obstacles to contend against
in the South of Europe, which have materially cur-
tailed its operation, and retarded its progress. A
jealousy has been entertained against the exis-
tence of Secret Societies of every description, be-
cause it is well known, that in the of the
INluminati, dangerous principles were inculcated, to
which the revolution in France, and all its attendant
evils and miseries, have been attributed ;* and the
terrors inspired by the Vheme Gerichte left behind
a lasting and unfavourable impression. In Ger-
many, however, while the scenes which were enacted
on its own soil, alarmed the rest of Europe, Free-
masonry has been cultivated with great assiduity
and success ; and this is almost the only continen-
tal nation where its principles have been tolerated.
Here its details are conducted with superior splen-
dour. Superb halls have been erected for the pe-
riodical meetings of its members ; and their appoint-
ments and decorations are on a scale of profuse
magnificence, which yield only to the grandeur of
a royal palace. In their processions, stately cano-

® Vid. Preston 14th and 15 Edit. p. 208:
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ies of satin, velvet, fine linen, and gold, of all the
asonic colours, borne over the-persons of the Grand
Masters, and the ¥ iding Officers of every Private
Lodge; the Ark of the Covenant veiled from profane
eyes by a crimson velvet ﬁ fringed and tasselled
with silver; the silken ers laced and fringed
with §old and bullion ; and the flowing robes of the
Grand Officers, all combine to render them a scene
of grave and pomfoua disPlay, that command and
secure respect and veneration. The ceremonies to
be used on all public occasions are prescribed in
writing, on the authority of “the Great Master,”
and they contain matters of importance which might
be profitably introduced into English Masonry.

n India, the science languished from the time of
the Marquis of Hastings’ Vice-royalty, until & very
recent period. The accounts which we now receive
from that part of the Empire are highly gratifying.
The spirit of Masonry is busily at work, and the
Brethren appear to be, one and all, actuated by an
earnest desire to augment the resources of the Craft,
and to atone for their former supineness, by a zea-
lous discharge of every Masonic duty. The autho-
rities have been strengthened by the Grand Lodge
of England, and the machinery is now in full and
efficient operation. New Lodges spring up in the
most distant provinces, and the Brethren increase
in numbers and respectability. Actuated by the
purést motives of mutual aid, and mutual enjoy-
ment, our Indian Brethren use their masonry to
oconfer sterling benefits on mankind, by making it
conducive to the }»ractice of morality. It is indeed
the true object of every Institution to induce men to
perform their social and civil duties more }ﬁrfectly,
and this appears to be the aim and end of Masonry
in the East. Even the convivialities of the Society
are accompanied by the exercise of benevolence, and
hence its increasing reputation will be hailed and
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blessed in that widely-extended principality, as one
of the means by which the civilization of its native
population will be ultimately accomplished.

n America, Freemasonry has received an impulse
from Great Britain, which has revived the spints of
its friends ; who, a few years ago, entertained :ﬁ)-
prehensions for its existence. Masonry equally
dislikes a republic and a despotism, and flourishes
most under the sway of a mild and gentle monarchy.
Each State in the New World has its Grand Lodge,
and none are superior to the rest. Hence there
exists a diversity of usages, which operate unfavour-
ably to the general spread of the science, by that
want of unanimity and authority which are essen-
tial to its prosperity. On the whole, however, Free-
masonry at the present period i:afrgressin , and
the establishment of one Gene rand X
which should be invested with supreme power to
legislate for the benefit of the provinces, would
afford a consistency that could not operate other-
wise than favourably for the Craft.

Freemasonry is springing up in our colonies, and
promises well. To our Brethren in these distant
regions we wish health and prosperity, assured that
the practice of our mysteries cannot fail, while it
reminds them of their native country, to be a solace
and comfort under any privations which may spring
from a change of habit and social enjoyments. In
(Oanada and the West Indies the €8 are nume-
rous, but the Brethren are not sufficiently on the
alert. From the Cape of Good Hope* and Sydney,

¢ The following interesting account of Dutch Masonry at the
Cape of Good Hope, is given in the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review
for December, 1838:—*In Table Valley, in a beautiful grove,
stands the Dutch Lodge, consisting of two elegant buildings ; one
sﬂ!e Temple) appropriated entirely to the mysteries of the Craft.

t contains a very spacious and elegantly-adorned hall, i

resembling Freemasons’ Hall in London. In this room it is cus-
tomary, on the death of a Brother, to invite the friends of the de-
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the accounts are more gratifying, and the few es
under our banner, dmpe'gratrfg‘dngover Europe, El?zfgat
Gibraltar, the Canary Islands, Malta, Corfu, &e.,
are occasionally at work, but they are too distant
and detached from the Masonic body to produce
any remarkable fruits. '
yal Arch Masonry in our own country has re-
oently undergone some revision, which promises to
offect a permanent good. Complaints have been
common amongst the Fraternity that the Chapters
are indifferently attended, and the companions of
the Order appear to be in want of some powerful
stimulus which might operate to remove this defect.
The ceremonies of exaltation, as well as the Leec-
tures, have been remodelled, and the Constitutions
improved, but the root of the evil still remains.

ceased. The Lodge is assembled and the orator delivers an
address, in which he sets forth the merits of the departed Brother.
This is considered a mark of great respect towards the me-
mory of the deceased. In this building are also rooms set apart
for each Degree, and containing every requisite for each. The
other building, separate from the former, consists of an elegant
suite of banquetting’room, committee rooms,’and apartments for the
housekeeper. From the walls of the banqueting room are sus-
ded portraits of the different Grand Masters and Past Masters.
n this room, which is capable of accommodating from five to
seven hundred guests, our Dutch Brethrengive frequent entertain-
ments to the fair sex, thus permitting the gentler portion of the
human race to participate, if not in the mysteries, at least in .the
sweets of Freemasonry. In this Lodge thereis a fund, amounting
to several thousand pounds, from which the son of any member,
(indeed we believe any Mason,) wishing to complete his education
in Europe, but whose circumstances will not admit of it, on for-
warding an application to the Lodge, will, under certain regula~
tions, be allowed an annual sum to enable him to carry out his in-
tentions. On the retum of the individual to the colony, and after
having established himself in his profession, the sums received
from the Lodge are repaid. There is also a school supported. by
the Lodge, for the instruction of the children of Masons.
correspondent states that, some time ago, a letter was forwarded to
the Grand Lodge of Holland, conveying the request of the Cape
Masons to be relieved from their. iance, as it was their inten-
tien to frame a constitution for their own government, and appoint
their Grand Master.” ’
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The proper remedy has not been applied. If Royal
Archle:onry beye to ﬂoull"igh according to
its merits—if it be desirable that this sublime De-

oo should come into general and efficient practice—
1t must be the result of a process which has not yet
been adopted. Sumptuary laws will fail, because
they do not touch the heart ; and regulations for the
enforcement of discipline will not induce men to give
up their time to a system, which, however sublime
in its principles, or magnificent in its details, is ac-
companied by a machinery too cumbersome for the
effect which it actually produces. It is the inclina-
tion which must be biassed. Something is wanting
in the details which mayinfuse into the mind a desire
of knowledge, and an emulation to excel. Until this
is su}ggli the Chapters will still be unattended,
and Royal Arch Masonry occupy a subordinate rank
in the estimation of the Fraternity.

Thus havewe toiled,with zeal and anxiety, through
the History of Freemasonry for the last ten years,
and a period more replete with incident and general
benefits to the Order, does not exist throughout the
long extent of its diversified annals. Questions of
vast importance have arisen, which it is the duty of
the historian to discuss with impartiality and truth.
The course, when the chief actors in these matters
are living, and some of them his own personal
friends, is difficult. Prejudice will at times intrude
to cloud the judgment, and paint passing occurrences
in colours which may not bear the test of strict ex-
amination. It is hoped, however, that the charge
of wilful misrepresentation will not attach to us in
our view of the chief occurrences of this eventful
period. We have dismissed all extraneous consi-
derations, and endeavoured to steer our bark by the
compass of veracity. And the record will display
our benevolent institutions in their full activity,
which constitute the fair blossoms of the Order, and

H
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isplay it before the public as an establishment of
universal charity, founded upon the steadfast basis
of Brotherl Love, Relief, and Truth, surmounted
by the Oan{uml, and crowned by the Theological
nrtuee
We now take a fraternal leave of our readers,
with a sincere and hearty wish that the next decen-
nial period may add as manlzhlaurels to Freemasonry
as that wlnchm us will it be placed on
a proud elevation, at the head of the Scientific and
itable Establishments which grace and orna-
ment our country.

THE END.

LONDON:

PRIWTRD BY G, TAYLOR, LITTLE JAMES STREET, GRAY'S INN LANE.
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